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No. 256 of 1851. 


To 

E. H. TOWNSEND, Esquire, 


Sir, 


Revenue Commissioner S. D 1 ., 

Poona. 


I have the honor to submit copy of a letter received from Captain Wingate, 
Superintendent of Revenue Survey and Assessment, dated 6th instant, No. 8! of 1851, 
in which that Officer requests permission to introduce the new rates which he has ascer¬ 
tained to be applicable to the Badamee and Bagulcotta districts, without delay, on the 
understanding that they are to be submitted for approval with the usual Assessment 
Report in the course of next season. 

2. The grounds on : which he makes this application are fully detailed by Captain 
Wingate, and I need not repeat them : they appear to me to be cogent; but I must say 
that, however desirable it is that no time should be lost in introducing the new assessment 
into the districts referred to, nothing would have warranted a departure from the regular 
procedure but the experience and skill of Captain Wingate, and the means of thorough 
research into the exigencies of the cultivation which he possesses. On this ground, and 
on the advice of my First Assistant, Mr. Tucker, I respectfully request that the new rates 
may be immediately introduced, as proposed. 

3. The maximum dry crop rates of Badamee are to be Rs. 1-4-0, 1-2-0, and 1-0-0, 
while those of Bagulcotta are to include one rate more, Rs. 0-14-0, the soil in the latter 
district being of an inferior order; and into the class represented by this last maxi¬ 
mum rate most of its villages will fall. 

4. The present dry crop rates of Badamee vary from 6 to 1 If pies per acre, while 
those of Bagulcotta extend from 6 pies to Rs. 5-15-0 ; a considerable reduction in the 
assessment, therefore, will ensue. The new Baghayet rates are not noticed by Captain 
Wingate, but I have no doubt these will meet with due attention. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. REEVES, 
Collector. 

Belgaum, Collector's Office, 2 0th March 1851. 


No. 81 of 1851. 

To 

H. W. REEVES, EsQuiltE, 

Collector, Belgaum. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that the field operations of the survey of the Govern¬ 
ment villages of the Bagulkote and Badamee talookas are now completed, and, 
as you are aware, the pahnee, or annual inspection of waste and cultivated land, is now 
being made by the district establishments, in accordance with the survey numbers, 
with a view to the introduction of the new settlement at the Jummabundee of’the 
present season. 
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2. I have collected all the information necessary to the fixing of the new rates, 
and have also settled in my own mind what these rates should be; but I have not 
found leisure sinc% my return from England even to commence the preparation of the 
usual assessment report for the districts in question ; and the season is now so far ad¬ 
vanced that every spare moment of my time must be devoted to the application of the 
rates in detail, and preparation of the survey registers, if the new settlements are to be 
introduced this season. 

3. Under these circumstances, and in consideration of the fact that the ryots of both 
talookas have long looked forward to the introduction efthe new settlements this season* 
and in this anticipation have in many instances extended their cultivation, I trust that 
you will agree with me as to the expediency of recommending to Government that I may 
on this occasion be permitted to carry the new assessment into effect provisionally at the 
present Jummabundee, and subsequently report my proceedings for the sanction of 
Government. 

4. I would not propose this course, did I feel doubtful of the proper rates to be 
adopted for Bagulkote and Badamee, or were there not very strong reasons in favor 
of it. In addition to those already given, I would urge, that unless the new settlements 
be introduced this season, the benefits to be anticipated from them will not only be 
withheld for a season from the district just named, but also from some of the remaining 
districts of your Collectorate, as it would be barely practicable for me to undertake the 
settlement of more than two, or at the utmost three talookas in the same season, and 
consequently some years would be required to overtake the work, if the settlement of two 
districts were allowed to fall into arrears. The districts proposed to be settled next 
year are Hoongoond, Uthnee, and Yadwar. The two latter, above all others, require 
immediate relief; and I feel certain that you are equally anxious with myself that their 
impoverished ryots should have the new settlement with the least possible delay. To 
admit of the new assessment being introduced into all of these three districts next season, 
however, it is absolutely necessary that Badamee and Bagulkote should be got out of 
hand this season. 

5. I propose to divide the villages of Badamee into three classes, with maximum 
dry crop rates of Rs. 1-4-0, Rs. 1-2-0, and Rs. 1-0-0 respectively; and those of 
Bagulkote into four classes, with the same rates for the three first, and Rs. 0-14-0 for 
the 4th class, into which last most of the villages will fall. These rates have been adjusted 
with reference to those fixed in other districts of your Collectorate, and of Dharwar, as well 
as on a consideration of the circumstances of Badamee and Bagulkote ; and 1 feel confident 
that they will prove suitable. They will effect a liberal reduction of the present assess¬ 
ment, which in both districts is high, and in certain villages of Bagulkote most oppressively 
so. The Jodee assessment in both districts is also frequently high, aud the new rates will 
afford a most desirable relief to such of the Jodeedars as are now most heavily assessed. 

I canjjot hold out a prospect of the settlement proving very favorable to the revenue, 
but I am quite convinced that higher rates could not be imposed with safety. 

6. I trust, therefore, that Government will allow the rates to be at once introduced, 
on the understanding that they are to be submitted for sanction with the usual assessment 
report in the course of next monsoon. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. WINGATE, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment S. M. C. 

Superintendent’s Office, Belgaon Districts, Camp Edkul, 6th March 1851. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) H. W. REEVES, 

Collector. 
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No. 1672 of 1851. 


Territorial Department, 

Revenue. 

Forwarded for the sanctiou of Government, under the circumstances explained by the 
Superintendent. A similar proposition, as regards certain villages in the Moolgoond 
and Dumbul Mahals, accompanies the Memorandum from this Department (No. 1625) 
of yesterdav’s date. 

(Signed) E. H. TOWNSEND, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 

Revenue Commissioner's Camp, Poona, 2 Gtk March 1851. 


No. 3848 of 1851. 

Territorial Department, 

Revenue. 

To 

E. H. TOWNSEND, Esquire, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 

Sir, 

I have placed before Government the letters from the Collector of Belgaum, and the 
Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, Southern Mahratta Country, 
submitted with your Memorandum No. 1672, of the 26th ultimo. 

2. In full reliance on Captain Wingate’s judgment, and on the careful prosecution of 
the work carried on under his superintendence, the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council has been pleased to authorize the introduction, at the present season, of the 
rates which he intends proposing for the villages of the Badameeand Bagulkote talookas. 

3. Captain Wingate will, of course, subsequently report his proceedings for the 
sanction of Government. 

4. Copy of this letter will be sent direct to Captain Wingate, and the Collector of 
Belgaum. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. E. GOLDSMID, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bdmbay Castle, 9th April 1851. 


No. 1709 of 1852. 


From 

To 

Sir, 


Territorial Department, 
Revenue. 


W. COURTNEY, Esquire, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D., 

A. MALET, Esquire, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 


In Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s letter to my predecessor Mr. Townsend, No. 3848, 
of 9th April 1851, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council was pleased to 
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authorize by anticipation the introduction, at the revenue settlement of the year 1850-51, 
of the revised rates which Captain Wingate, then Superintendent of the Southern 
Mahratta Country Survey, intended proposing for the villages of the Badamee and 
Bagulkote talookais of the Belgaum Collectorate, in full reliance on his judgment, and 
on the careful prosecution of the work carried on under his superintendence, his 
proceedings being subsequently reported for the formal sanction of Government. 

2v I have now the honor to lay before you, for submission to His LordslTip in Coun¬ 
cil, the accompanying letter from the Collector of Belgaum, No. 448, dated 6th instant, 
forwarding to me Captain Wingate’s report of the 9th of the preceding month, No. 165, 
explaining in detail the revised assessment which he has introduced, in pursuance of the 
authority thus given, into the two talookas above alluded to. 

3. In explaining his proceedings, Captain Wingate has followed the usual course of 
considering the assessment of each talooka separately, and commences with that of Bada¬ 
mee, which, as appears from the sketch-map accompanying his letter, is a large talooka of 
irregular shape, and comprises three divisions, forming the charges of a Mamlutdar and 
of two subordinate Mahalkurries, and Containing 147 Government and 76 alienated 
villages : his proposals are, as usual, confined to the villages of the talooka, of which the 
revenues are-nollected on account of the British Government. . 

4. The talooka is represented to be divided, by natural limits and peculiarities of 
Soil and climate, into three well marked sub-divisions, not exactly corresponding with 
those into which it has been apportioned, as above described, for convenience of fiscal and 
police management, the southern portion forming a part of the great cotton plain, extending 
tdWards the Duriibul hills; the central being hilly and rugged, and, except along a few 
lines of toad, impracticable for carts, and the soil sandy and naturally poor; and the north¬ 
ern, or rather north-western portion, undulating, hut without any considerable hills; and 
the soil for the most part of an inferior description in point of climate. The central of 
these divisions is stated to be most favored : the husbandry in the northern villages is 
represented to be slovenly and indifferent, and in the southern but little better, while in 
the central division it is said to be “ especially deserving of commendation.” 

5. In this talooka, as in many of the Southern Mahratta Country, the population is 
not entirely dependent on agriculture for support: besides several large manufacturing 
towns, looms, or spinning wheels, are to be found at work in many of the smaller villages, 
and the people generally are industrious and thrifty. To these causes the comparative 
prosperity of its agriculture is no doubt in a great degree attributable, both as enabling 
the farmer, by additional sources of income, more readily to pay the land-tax, and at the 
same time furnishing a market for his surplus produce by increased consumption. 

fi. It seems not necessary that I should follow Captain Wingate through his descrip¬ 
tion of the operations of the present survey, connected with the measurement and classifica¬ 
tion of the land: these he has fully explained in his 14th and following paragraphs; nor 
does the past history of the talooka, alluded to in his 20th paragraph, or its revenue 
management under British rule, with its results, as described in paragraphs 21—26, call 
for any particular remark. From paragraph 27 he proceeds to consider the rates of 
assessment for dry crop land : these he shows by the results of past management, and 
peculiarity of soil in some of the lands to be subjected to it, must, to afford the new 
settlement a fair chance of success, be much lower than those they are to supersede : unless 
a liberal reduction be made, it is feared that many of the light lands could not be con¬ 
tinued in cultivation. Their produce is not suited for exportation, and is at present all 
consumed in the district for the support of the cultivators and their families, and the 
supply of food for the manufacturing population : their power to pay an assessment is in a 
great degree dependent on the latter, whose members have, it is stated, already been much 
reduced, 300 looms being thrown out of work in Kehroor alone, and the weavers gone 
elsewhere in search of employment The increasing competition of England, as well as 
of the other manufacturing towns in this Presidency, coupled with the extended use pf 
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English yarns in place of those of Native growth, seem not unlikely in time to lead to a 
more considerable shifting of the manufacturing population, and a consequent further 
diminution in the agricultural prosperity of which they are, as has been shown, one 
great cause. This anticipated falling off it is of course very desirable to provide for in 
fixing the new rates; nor is the reduction of assessment in the neighbouring villages of 
the Dharwar Collectorate to he lost sight of, in estimating what would be a fairly 
remunerative scale of taxation for those immediately under consideration. 

7. Captain, Wingate, accordingly, after a careful consideration of all these circum¬ 
stances, adopts the same maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 1 per acre, as in the Dharwar 
district, for the neighbouring villages of Badamee, to the south of the Mulpurba river, 
and for those lying to the north and north-west of the talooka; and a rate of Rs. 1-2-0 
for the central group of villages, increased to Rs. 1-4-0 in respect to the lands of the large 
manufacturing towns, in consequence of the superior advantages they enjoy in markets 
and abundance of manure. Of this latter class there are only seven ; of the former, assessed 
at Rs. 1-2-0, eighty-seven ; and at the rate of Rs. 1, fifty-three ; while for garden and 
rice lands, a maximum rate of Rs. 5 and Rs. 4 per acre respectively has been fixed, giving 
in the case of the former an average assessment of Rs. 2-13-0, and in the latter of Rs.2-1-7 
per acre, in place of Rs. 5-12-10, and Rs. 7-1-10, the present average assessment. 

8. The results of the new rates on dry crop land, as compared with those of the old 
assessment, are given in the table embodied in the 34th paragraph, from which it appears, 
that in 1st class villages there has been a reduction from an average rate per acre of 
Rs. 1-2-1 to Rs. 0-10-5, in the 2nd class from Rs. 0-14-5 to Rs. 0-9-4, and in the 3rd 
from Rs. 0-11-8 to Rs. 0-9-4. 

9. In his 35th and following paragraphs, Captain Wingate explains the measures 
adopted for settling the value of the huks of district and village officers, and the quit- 
rent. on land held on jodeo tenure: compensation has been awarded in the form of a 
remission from land revenue, pending a final settlement, in the case of Patels, Naiks, and 
Coolcurnees, to the extent of Rs. 1,218 per annum, for the disbursement of which the 
Collector requests sanction at the close of his 7th paragraph ; and the quit-rent has been 
reduced to the extent of the excess of the present jodee over the survey assessment on 
all the laud belonging to hereditary office. 

10. The general result of the settlement is exhibited in detail in the statement given 
in the 38th paragraph : the financial effect of it is further explained in paragraphs 41 
and 42, and is summed up by Mr. Inverarity in the 9th and 10th paragraphs of his 
letter ; and even if, as anticipated, this talooka will not, under the survey settlement, 
yield a revenue equal to past collections, if Captain Wingate has satisfactorily established, 
as 1 think he has, the necessity of the sacrifice to the future well-being and progress of 
the district, there seems no reason to question the propriety of his proposals. 

11. From his 43rd paragraph, Captain Wingate proceeds to describe the Bagulkote 
talooka, and explain his proceedings in connexion with the revision of its assessment. 
It is situated immediately north of Badamee, and is, as will be seen from the map, of 
a compact form, bounded on the north by the Krishna, and divided and partially watered 
by the Gutpurba river. It contains 124 Government and 37 alienated villages, at 
present forming the charge of a Mamlutdar, and of one subordinate Mahalkurry. Its 
climate is represented, particularly in the valley of the Krishna, to be precarious, and the 
fall of rain scanty and uncertain, except in the immediate neighbourhood of the Gutpurba 
river, which generally receives a better supply. A great portion of the land is poor and 
stony, and the black soil in the plain of the Krishna requires, owing to its compact form¬ 
ation, a much more abundant fall of rain than it ordinarily receives. In husbandry it 
is inferior to Badamee, and the number of cattle is not sufficient for the ordinary agri¬ 
cultural operations. It exports but little raw produce, though the soil seems, in the 
neighbourhood of the rivers,^ be suited for cotton : there is* however, a large internal 
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demand for the consumption of a non-agricultural population resident principally at the 
large manufacturing town of Bagulkote, and the Military Cantonment at Kaludghee. 

12. I pass over Captain Wingate’s account of the measurement and classification of 
soils, the history of the district, both under the Native administration and our own, and 
its past revenue management generally, all of which are very fully described in para¬ 
graphs 50—58 of his report, to his 59th paragraph, where, on a full consideration of 
what he has been explaining, he comes to the conclusion that all the peculiar circum¬ 
stances of fhistalooka will be provided for by arranging the villages into four groups, with 
maximum dry crop rates of assessment, varying from Rs. 1-4-0 to Rs. 0-14-0 per acre. 
There are but three villages in the 1st of these classes, thirty-two in the 2nd, twenty- 
nine in the 3rd, and sixty in the 4th. 

13. There are only 95 acres of garden land in the whole talooka, and but 62 of rice. 
The same maximum rates are proposed as for Badamee and other settled districts; 
and the average assessment resulting from it is a rate of Rs. 2-5-2 for garden, and 
Rs. 1-12-8 for rice land. 

14. A comparison of the dry crop rates proposed with past collections is given in the 
table in paragraph 61 : the rate per acre, it will be seen, is, in the case of 1st class 
villages, reduced from Rs. 2-0-11 to Rs. 0-13-11 ; in the 2nd, from Rs. 1-0-2 to 
Rs. 0-10-3 ; in the 3rd from Rs. 0 14-1 to Rs. 0-9-3 ; and in the 4th, from Rs. 0-10-10 
to Rs. 0-8-2. 


15. The links of district and village officers have, as in the former case, been absorbed 
in the new assessment, and an interim compensation, to be met by an annual remission, 
lias been awarded to the latter, pending a final settlement, amounting to Rs. 1,808-8-0 
per annum, for which the Collector requests sanction in his 18th paragraph. The jodee and 
mahal jodee cesses in this talooka have been treated in the same manner as in Badamee, 
and the results of the new assessment, both as respects the Government revenue and 
the immediate benefit to the cultivators, are fully and satisfactorily explained. 

16. It only reraaius for me to solicit the formal sanction of the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council to the new rates introduced into both the Badamee and Bagulkote 
talookas, for the usual period of thirty years. 

17. In liis 23rd paragraph, Mr. Inverarity requests sanction to refund to the ryots of 
the village of Son the sum of Rs. 743-12-0, being the excess of collections in a. d, 
1850-51 beyond the survey assessment, for the reasons assigned by Captain Wingate in 
his 68th and 69th paragraphs. A correspondence seems to have taken place with the Inam 
Commissioner on the subject of this village, the result of which is stated to be that it 
was ascertained to have been always entered in the records of the former Government as 
Khalsat. Should His Lordship in Council consider any further or more formal investi¬ 
gation desirable, before finally disposing of the question, he will doubtless refer the subject 
to Mr. Hart, before sanctioning the arrangements which have been adopted by the settling 
officer in respect to it, and the refund now proposed. 

18. In his 72nd paragraph, Captain Wingate alludes to the want of roads in the two 

Sanctioned in Mr. Se- talookas he has been reporting on. The new line to which he alludes, 

oretary Lumsden’s letter at p resen t beinp; cleared, so as to admit of cart traffic from Solapoor 
to the Military Board, 1 ° . . . 1 

No. 1891, of 21st May to Hoobullee, will pass through these districts, and in some measure 

1852- provide the means of communication; but, as he very justly observes, 

cross-roads are urgently required, both to connect remote villages with their market 

town, and to act as feeders to any main line which may pass through the talooka. 

19. I have lately had occasion to enter at considerable length into the subject of 


See my letter to Go¬ 
vernment in the General 
department, No. 1501, 
of 30th June 1852. 


opening up new lines of road in the Belgaon Collectorate and 
Kolapoor Territory, in connexion with a proposition for a grand 
trunk line from Hydrabad in the Deccan to the sea coast, via 
Kolapoor and the Phonda Ghaut. It is a subject the importance of 


which can scarcely be overrated, and I trust it may meet with early consideration, more 
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particularly with reference to the works on which Captain Phayre is at present 
employed at the top of the Phonda Ghaut; for, as I have observed in the letter to which 
I have above adverted, and to which I respectfully beg to refer y$>u, no long line 
of road traversing a country from end to end can possibly succeed, or fulfil its true object, 
unless it be fed as it runs its coarse by branch lines, opening up on all sides the productive 
resources of the countries through which it passes. 

20. The letter alluded to by Captain Wingate (No. 57, of 17th February 1852) on 
the subject of the formation of a local fund for improvements of this nature, was referred 
to me by Government for report and opinion with Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s Circular 
No. 1902, of 23rd March last, and was replied to by me under date 1st April following 
(No. 740). In the 13th paragraph I stated : 

“ In all Captain Wingate’s observations in respect to the facilitation of communication 
by roads and bridges, I entirely concur : his views seem perfectly sound, and the 
arrangements he proposes most judicious. Of late years roads of the description he 
advocates, constructed at small cost, have, I am happy to see, greatly increased: 

* Rutnagherry, from * n the Southern Mahratta Country, the Kolapoor State, and in 
which place my letter this Collectorate,* many such cleared lines have been laid out, 
M '' " lut ‘ a tending almost as much to the extension of cart traffic as the 

much more costly moorum roads.” 

21. From paragraph 73 to the end of his report, the great facilities afforded for 
irrigation by means of bundaras, or masonry dams thrown across the large rivers by 
which these talookas are watered, are pointed out and enlarged on. I observe from Mr. 
Inverarity’s letter that the feasibility of these projects has been referred by him for the 
opinion of the Executive Engineer of the Belgaon Division, and a report in elucidation 
of his views on the subject is promised ; any further consideration of them in this place 
would therefore be, perhaps, premature. I may, however, remark that, so far a9 can be 
judged of the proposed undertakings, from the results anticipated by Captain Wingate, 
they seem eminently calculated not only to promote the prosperity of the district, by 
placing it beyond the risk of famine in seasons of drought, but also to yield a large 
return to Government in the shape of enhanced revenue from the large and valuable 
crops- which would be raised under the extensive system of irrigation for which they 
provide. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. COURTNEY, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 

Poona , Revenue Commissioner’s Office , 23rd July 1852. 


No. 448 of 1852. 


From 


J. D. INVERARITY, Esquire, 

Collector of Belgaum, 


To 


W. COURTNEY, Esquire, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 


Belgaum, Collector s Office, 6th July 1852. 


Sir, 

Adverting to Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s letter, No. 3848, dated 9th April 1851, to your 
address, I have the honor to submit Captain Wingate’s report, No. 165, dated the 9th 
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ultimo, explanatory of the revised assessment introduced by him into the talookas of 
Badamee and Bagulkote of this Coliectorate. 

2. This report opens with a description of the Badamee talooka, comprising 147 
Government and 76 alienated villages, with observations on its climate and system of 
husbandry, which in the northern villages is described as slovenly and indifferent, some* 
what better in the southern villages, and as especially deserving of commendation in the 
central division, where a manufacturing neighbourhood provides a home consumption 
for the agricultural produce, which is of too poor a kind to bear a distant carriage. The 
condition of the farming class throughout the talooka is stated to be at best stationary, 
and to have exhibited no signs of improvement under our administration. 

3. Captain Wingate’s account of the measurement and classification of the land by 
the officers under him is clear and explicit, the result of the test exhibited in paragraph 
17 showing an average error in measurement of f percent., and in classification of 8 pies 
per field—an accuracy, as remarked by that officer, quite sufficient to afford a sound and 
satisfactory basis for the assessment. 

4. After a most careful consideration of climate—the element of most importance in 
adjusting rates for different parts of a country ; after looking fully into the effects of the 
existing over-assessment on cultivation—not losing sight of the fact that the light sandy 
soil of Badamee is unsuited to the growth of exportable products; and alive to the 
necessity of placing the black soil of the Roan sub-division on an equality with the 
adjoining and already surveyed lands of the Dummul and Nowlgoond talookas,—Captain 
Wingate distributes the villages to be assessed into three groups, and proposes rates of 
assessment for them as follows 

A maximum rate of dry crop assessment of Rs. 1-4-0 per acre for 7 villages, most 
favourably situated with regard to climate, markets, See., descending to similar maxi¬ 
mum rates of Rs. 1-2-0 per acre in 87 villages of the central division of the talooka, 
and Rs. 1 per acre in 53 villages less favourably situated south of the Maipurba 
river, and along the northern and western borders of the talooka. 

5. The garden land of the talooka amounts to 223 acres, to which a maximum rate 
of Rs. 5 an acre has been attached, the assessment resulting therefrom giving an average 
of Rs. 2-13-0 per acre, instead of the present average of Rs. 5-12-10. The extent, of rice 
land is 301 acres, to which a maximum rate of Its. 4 per acre is attached, the assessment 
resulting therefrom giving au average of Rs. 2-1-7, instead of the present average of 
Rs. 7-1-10 per acre. 

6. As shown in Captain Wingate’s 34th paragraph, the 1st class villages have 
received the greatest relief, their average assessment being reduced from Rs. 1-2-1 to 
Rs. 0-10-1 per acre ; the 2nd and 3rd class villages have been relieved in a minor degree, 
their respective averages being reduced from Rs. 0-14-5 and Rs. 0-11-8 to Rs. 0-9-11 
and Rs. 0-9-1 respectively. 

7. The value of the huks of district and village officers absorbed in the new assessment, 
though entered in the village chittas at Rs. 3,502, has been admitted in the settlement 
of compensation only in cases where payments had not become obsolete, where village 
officers had been in the habit of collecting their huks. Compensation in the form of a 
remission from land revenue has been allowed to Patels, Naiks, and Coolcuruees, to the 
extent of Rs. 1,218 per annum, for the annual disbursement of which I solicit sanction. 

8. With the exception of the quit-rent paid by district officers, which is not affected 
by the introduction of the new assessment, quit-rent on land held on jodee tenure 
has been reduced to the extent of the excess of the present jodee over the survey assess¬ 
ment of the whole of the lands belonging to an hereditary office. 

9. The whole area of the Badamee talooka is entered at 380,394 acres, of which 93,581 
acres are unarable, consisting, as stated in Captain Wingate’s 15th paragraph, of hills, 
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rivers, roads, sites of villages, and localities incapable of cultivation. The total arable 
land of the talooka is entered at 286,813 acres, capable of yielding a realizable revenue of 
Rs. 1,25,103. This, again, is divided into— 

Arable Government land. . . . 1,67,403 acres, assessed at Rs. 91,491 

„ Jodee land. 30,384 „ „ „ 18,670 

„ Enam and Mahal Jodee. 89,026 ,, „ * „ 14,942 

10. # The land revenue for collection in 1850-51 on Government lands, amounting to 
Rs. 51,172 under the new assessment, is shown to be a decrease of about one-fourth on 
the average of previous years, the immediate benefit to cultivators being a reduction of 
former payments to the extent of from 204 to 31 per cent. Captain Wingate (para¬ 
graph 41) does not anticipate that this talooka will, under the survey settlement, yield a 
larger revenue than it has hitherto done, or even a revenue equal to past collections, 
although the sacrifice will not be considerable; and I agree with Captain Wingate, that, 
so long as the progress of the district is secured by this sacrifice, there can be no reason¬ 
able cause for regret. 

11. Captain Wingate proceeds to describe the talooka of Bagulkote, extending from 
the Badamee district on the south to the river Krishna, which forms its northern boundar y 
Intermediately the western portion of the talooka is watered by the Gutpurba river, whose 
valley possesses a better climate than the more northern extended plains of deep fertile 
soil along the banks of the Krishna. 

12. Bagulkote consists of 124 Government and 37 alienated villages, whose husbandry 
is generally inferior to that of the Badamee district, chiefly because of the deficiency of 
stock, of the general poorness of the soil, and the preeariousness of the monsoons; for a 
farmer to work well must work in hope; and energy against adverse circumstances is 
not a point in the Native character. 

13. There are no great manufactures in the district of Bagulkote, but the town of 
this name is still a place of considerable trade, though its merchants have told me the 
town does not possess the life it once did. Its nou-agricultural population provides a 
market for the ordinary produce of the district, which will not bear the cost of exportation. 

14. The result of Captain Wingate’s survey places the area of the Government 
villages of the talookaat316,S16 acres,of which70,123 acres are incapable of cultivation, 
and 246,693 acres are fit for the plough. 

15. The results of the measurement and classification of this talooka are equally 
satisfactory as those of Badamee, and its assessment is proposed, after the arrangement 
of its villages, into four classes, as follows :— 

A maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 1-4-0 in the three most favored villages of the 

district, viz. Bagulkote and its two adjoining villages. 

A maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 1-2-0 in 32 villages along the Gutpurba, above 

its passage through the hills at Yerkul. 

A maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 1 in 29 villages enclosing those of the 2nd group. 

A maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 0-14-0 in 60 villages in the valley of the Krishna 

and lower valley of the Gutpurba. 

16. The irrigated and rice lands of this talooka arc altogether trifling. The assess¬ 
ment on 95 acres, constituting the former, with a maximum rate of Rs. 5 per acre, 
gives un average rate of Rs. 2-5-2, and that on 62 acres, constituting the latter, with a 
maximum rate of Rs. 4 per acre, gives an average rate of Rs. 1 -12-8 on these descriptions 
of land. 

17. The result of the new assessment shows a considerable reduction in the average 
of 1st and 2nd class villages from Rs. 2-0-11 and Rs. 1-0-2 to Rs. 0-14-9 and Rs. 
0-11-2 per acre respectively. In the remaining two classes the average is reduced front 
Rs. 0-14-1 to Rs. 0-9-10 in the 3rd, and from Rs. 0-10-10 to Rs. 0-8-8 in the 4th 
class, a reduction imperatively called for by the depressed state of agriculture in this 
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talooka, induced by the over-taxation which has existed in it since the earliest period of 
our rule. 

18. The vain® of the huks of village officers absorbed in the new assessment has been 
fixed at Rs. 1,808-8-0, to be allowed for by an annual remission to this extent from the 
land revenue payable by these officers, for which arrangement I beg the sanction of 
Government. 

19. The land revenue for collection on Government lands under the new assessment 
in 1850-51 is shown to be Rs. 45,177, a decrease of about one-fourth on that of the 
preceding year, the immediate benefit to cultivators being a reduction of former 
payments to the extent of from 19 to 32| per cent. 

20. The total arable land of the talooka is, as already stated, 246,693 acres, which, 
under the new assessment, will yield a realizable revenue of Rs. 1,14,580 : this extent of 


land is divided into— 

Government land......1,45,745 acres, assessed at Rs. 80,044 

Jodee land. 35,648 ,, ,, „ 16,950 

Enam and Mahal Jodee . 65,300 „ „ „ 17,586 


21. From the depressed state of the agriculture and unproductive character of 
Bagulkote, it cannot be expected that under the new assessment it will do more than 
average the collections of past years ; unless, indeed, the bundharas across the Krishna 
and Gutpurba, proposed by Captain Wingate, should, by their construction, afford the 
means of entirely changing the face of the country. The feasibility of the projects now 
brought forward in paragraphs 73—80 of Captain Wingate’s letter have been referred by 
me fur the consideration and report of the Executive Engineer of the Belgaum Division, 
whose views on the subject shall, on receipt, be submitted to Government. 

22. The subject of roads through the Badamee, Hoongoond, and Bagulkote talookas 
was referred by me to my First Assistant on the 31st of January last. His report is 
still awaited. On its receipt I shall be prepared to submit to Government a project for 
further developing the resources of these districts, by providing facilities for cart 
communication, as adverted to in Captain Wingate’s 72nd paragraph. 

23. With reference to Captain Wingate’s 68th and 69th paragraphs, I have the honor 
to request the sanction of Government to the refund of Rs, 743-T2-0 now in deposit in 
this treasury, being the excess of collections in 1850-51 beyond the survey assessment 
made from the ryots of Son, which has been very properly treated as a khalsat village by 
Captain Wingate. The Enam Commissioner, in his letter No. 1930, dated 1st July 
1850, states that the public accounts in bis charge show that throughout the Peishwa’s 
Government the village in question was a khalsat one, let in farm to Gudgyapa Dessaee. 

24. A comparison of the entries in Statement F, which accompanied the Jumma- 
bundee Report of this Collectorate, No. 1381, dated 14th November 1851, with the tables 
entered in paragraphs 34 aud 61 of Captain Wingate’s letter now submitted, gives the 
follewing differences, which this officer has on application been unable to explain, and 
which have now been referred to the Mamlutdars of Bagulkote and Badamee, whose 


explanations can be hereafter submitted :— 

Badamee. 

Total Extent of Culturable Land bearing Assessment. Acres. 

Column 5 of Statement F of Jummabundee Report ... 154,732 

Column 12 of Table in paragraph 34 of Captain Wingate’s Report. 155,260 

More in Captain Wingate’s Report. 528 

Cultivated Land. 

Column 9 of Statement F... 85,821 


Column 6 of Table in paragraph 34 ofCaptain Wingate’s Report. 85,808 

Less in Captain Wingate’s Report 
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Bagulkote. 

Total Extent of Culturable Land bearing Assessment. 

Column 5 of Statement F. 140,564 

Column 12 of Table in paragraph 61 of Captain Wingate’s Report.... 141,287 

More in Captain Wingate’s Report. 723 

Cultivated Land. 

Column 9 of Statement F. 70,967 

Column 6 of Table in paragraph 61 of Captain Wingate’s Report. 70,974 

More in Report . 7 


As the figures in Captain Wingate’s Report are stated by that officer in his letter to 
me, No. 193, dated 29th ultimo, to be sufficiently correct for the explanation of the results 
of the survey settlement, which was the object he had in view in employing them, I do 
not delay the transmission of his report, and shall hereafter furnish the Mamlutdar’s 
explanations of the discrepancies when received. 

I have the honor to be, See. 

(Signed) J. D. INVERARITY, 

Collector. 
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No. 165 of 1852. 


From 


To 


Captain G. WINGATE, 

Revenue Survey Commissioner, 

J. D. INVERAR1TY, Esquire, 

Collector, Belgaum. 


Sir, 


Dharwar, 9th June 1852. 


I now do myself the honor to submit, for the consideration and sanction of Government, 
a detailed report in explanation of the revised assessment introduced into the talookas of 
Badamee and Bagulkote, under the sanction conveyed in the Government letter No. 3848, 
dated Oth April 1851. I will adhere to the usual course of considering the assessment 
of each talooka separately, and commence with that of Badamee. 

2. The sketch map of both talookas, which lie contiguous, exhibits their relative 
position and boundaries, and renders it unnecessary for me to enter upon any very 
detailed description in regard to these points. 

3. Badamee, it will be seen from the map, lies immediately south of Bagulkote. It 
is a large talooka, and of very irregular shape-—the southern portion, forming the Roan 
Mahalkurry’s division, protruding far into the Dharwar districts. Another portion, 
situated still further east, and almost isolated from the main body of the talooka by inter¬ 
vening territory of His Highness the Nizam, consists of villages belonging to the Chief 
of Gudjundurgurh, but subordinate in respect of police management to the British 
authorities. The proposals to be submitted in the present report do not extend to these 
and other alienated villages, which are numerous, but are confined to the villages of the 
talooka of which the revenue is collected on behalf of Government, which are 147 in 
number. 


4. Both classes of villages are distributed into three divisions, forming the ebarges of 
a Mamlutdar stationed at Badamee, and of two subordinate Mahalkurries at Roan and 
Kehroor, as shown in the subjoined Statement:— 
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5. There are three well marked natural divisions in the Badamee talooka. The 
portion south of the Mulpurba river formed of the thirteen villages of the Roan Summut, 
and some belonging to the Mamlutdar’s division, forms part of the great cotton plain which 
extends southwards to the Dumbul hills. The soil of these villages is mostly black, and 
in this particular, as well as in climate, they exactly resemble the villages of the 
Nowlgoond and Dumbul talookas of the Dharwar collectorate, by which they are enclosed 
on three sides. Along the north bank of the Mulpurba, on the other hand, a range of 
rugged sandstone hills extends from the western extremity of the talooka at Moodkuvee 
to the eastern extremity beyond Gooludgoodupeth, with ramifications stretching north¬ 
wards as far as Kehroor and Kutgeree. The whole of this tract is hilly and rugged ; 
and, except along a very few lines of road, is impracticable for carts. The soil is chiefly 
sandy, and naturally very poor; but by the application of manure, and a better system 
of cultivation than is met with anywhere in the eastern part of the Collectorate, it is 
made to yield fair crops and subsistence for a considerable population. In the extreme 
north-west of the talooka, the sandstone is overlaid by trap rock, or is succeeded by 
limestone. This division of the district lies high, but is without any considerable hills. 
The surface is generally undulating, and the soil varies very much in quality, but is 
for the most part inferior. 

6. In point of climate, the central of the three divisions is the most favored. .The 
monsoon showers there, owing probably to the numerous hills, fall more frequently 
than in the more level divisions to the north and south—a circumstance the more fortu¬ 
nate, inasmuch as the dry sandy soils of this division can only be cultivated with the early 
or monsoon crops. Their loose open texture enables the rain to sink through them 
readily, while the same peculiarity promotes rapid evaporation. Their crops succeed best 
with light showers, occurring with tolerable frequency ; and this is fortunately the kind 
of weather which prevails in this part of the talooka during the monsoon mouths. 
After the monsoon the sandy soils rapidly dry up, and are in consequence unsuited for the 
production of cotton, wheat, and gram, which come to maturity during the dry season. 
Thfe black soils, on the other hand, of the northern and southern divisions, being very 
retentive of moisture, are well suited to the culture of these crops, which, in conse¬ 
quence, are grown extensively there, and particularly so in the southern divisions. The 
fall of rain, however, during the monsoon, is more uncertain than in the central division, 
and the early crops, in consequence, do not succeed so well. 

7. The processes of husbandry followed in this talooka do not differ from those of 
other dry crop districts; and as these have been described in previous reports, it appears 
needless to do so again. The farming in the northern villages is generally slovenly and 
indifferent, and that of the southern villages is better, while the tillage of the sandy soils of 
the populous villages of the central division is especially deserving of commendation. 
•The fields there are well ploughed up annually, and manured every second year, or at 
least as often and as plentifully as the manure at the disposal of the cultivator will permit. 
They are well weeded, and, being often surrounded by milk-bush hedges, these 
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enclosures give to certain localities a neat and almost English look, that I have nowhere 
else met with in this country. In some of the black soil villages south of the Mulpurba 
manure is not applied to the soil at all, and generally only to fields situated within a 
limited distance of the village. The latter remark applies also to the villages of the 
northern division. In all parts of the talooka carts are very little used for agricub 
tural operations, and the manure is usually taken out to the fields, and the crops brought 
home on the backs of bullocks. An improvement in this respect maybe anticipated 
from the opening of the road from Hoobullee to Sola poor through the talooka, but in 
addition to this are several other lines of road passing through the district, which it 
would be very desirable to clear of obstructions, so as to make them available for carts. 

8. In the sandy soils of this talooka the mango grows admirably, and flourishing 
plantations of it are to be found in several villages. Planting, however, has been greatly 
discouraged by Government selling the fruit annually by auction in many villages, and 
even in the case of trees standing on enatn land, and appropriating a half or other share 
of the proceeds. These useful and ornamental trees will, I anticipate, be planted to a 
very considerable extent under the survey settlement, which secures to the owners the 
entire produce. 

9. The population of Badamee is considerable. A considerable proportion subsists 
by manufactures, ar>d to this circumstance the comparative prosperity of its agriculture 
is attributable. The chief manufacturing towns are Kehroor and Gooludgood, but 
besides these there is a considerable manufacturing population dispersed in other villages 
of the talooka. 

10. The chief manufacture of Kehroor is low priced “ Sarees” (women’s robes) for 
export to Poona, Bombay, and the Conkan. About three years ago, according to my 
informants, as many as 500 looms were in constant work at this town, but they do 
not now number above 350, the decline being ascribed to the high prices of cotton and 
indigo which the manufacturers have had to pay for the last two or three years, without 
being able to obtain any higher prices for their goods than before. The demand, in fact, 
for this kind of manufacture has fallen off, owing, probably, to the competition of Gokak, 
Ruhkuvee, and other towns nearer to the coast, where the same goods are produced, and 
where the purchasers from the coast who used to visit Kehroor obtain their supplies 
more conveniently. In consequence of this decline in the demand, the master weavers 
have discharged many of their hands, who have left Kehroor, and gone elsewhere in 
search of work. 

11. On the other hand, the manufactures of Gooludgood, which are greatly more 
valuable than those of Kehroor, are on the increase. There are now about 1,800 looms 
at work in the former town, and nearly all for the manufacture of cloths for cholees, or 
boddices worn by females. These goods contain a mixture of silk and cotton, or are 
wholly made of silk, and they vary in price from one anna up to Rs. 1^- the “ kun” of 
20i inches. The cotton yarn used in the manufacture is mostly English. It is satisfactory 
to find that these finer manufactures, which require comparatively little of the raw 
material, instead of being displaced by British goods, are actually on the increase. The 
annual produce of the Gooludgood looms is valued at 4 lakhs of rupees, and it is nearly 
all exported to Solapoor, Poona, the Conkan, and Bombay. The cotton manufactures of 
the towns of Badamee and Moodkuvee, which each possesses a considerable number of 
looms, are of a coarse kind, similar to those of Kehroor, and are in the same depressed 
condition as those of the latter town. 

12. The agriculture of the talooka is in a great degree dependent on these manufac¬ 
tures, which supply the means of paying theland tax, and also the imports of cotton yarn, 
silk, wheat, rice, gram, salt, chillies, sooparee, pepper, eocoanuts, metals, &c. required for 
the internal consumption of the district ; for there is little, if any, agricultural produce 
exported from the great body of the talooka, which is north of the Mulpurba river. The 



ON, ASSESSMENT, REM/SStONS, ,W COLLECTIONS irt the*case, 
* i/f-f BADAMEE TAL OOP during fjm Znr'/, 32 7/ears. 


F p | \42 /s faff ''< 44/5 

i - 11 1 X j-i-j —l i T in 




—1 t- 







_L_L 

1 1 



EXAMPLE 


Jtv /846 4-7 


_ 7%,-tx, Gt&ivf&en* - 7 < ywJcres 

_ i'7sSrrs'7yiZrU _6 $, bV&Jltyj* 

S <jc,ot?o CoiUcZc&ns - 7) $3$6 

//,/40 

’M///A ^ a:.^. n. 

t/^ooAverage rair.afdss^C 15 ■ 6 


_ ,j^L_ of folfsn/s , 0 . 72 , 17 ’ 


wm 



— t—-H--—-‘-fi 

i 1 j.. 1 _Ba* 

5kyy hsfbf- \sZ/ 7 b/LFlM/ff W^//Wy/2lfp ]43p ; 





J)JAGrR,4M~ Uluclrative of t/uflucluctiumc iro t/uv CGI r/WT/* 
cft/w Governmentjiral&lc lavish cf /3o klhhogecc 


£XP L/UVk T/ON 

The various items are measured- 
T>t/ the- Scab' ofdcresand/Cyues 
earned, across the T)uxg->' 0 cnui > 

Z'ht t/uck, y./ycag laic rtprestrUs 
the cutt/vatumy •■ the- In'o-her- tha 
Assessment' an cl the, then the Col. 
lectumSj each- ofttiaedems ’be/ng 
measured In/ the height fths 
jurcrU Usher* the lug'caylmc crosses 
the'pc-rpiendta than far each- year 
Theper turn, of each/ pierpienduular 
u-dcrcepXed letureero thee Irrohuv om/L 
thine lines shu-os the- amount cf 
remissions to, e-ash- year. 

According as the ~bi~ckcsi- orihenkne 
crosses any prrpendiculeu - a/vnc, 
or the thick- ihedssgs merit or 
Collectums for the year -marked topic 
by that purpundica/ar ergeeeded 
or fell short cf oris- rupeeper acre 
The SvmrruC of the sb-eaked, column, 
on the right if the /hagram, re-.sfi 
.presents the Survey desesspnenC, ' 
of the whole arable lank at the, 
ptropi-osed- rates ark- that f ehe- 
shaded purr turns of the- same, sopoo 
V-olunuu the- Survey dssOkervenC, 
of the lank, CuZt*ra/ecUuis./t? 6 o~ 



— a 



■nsBiiiununi 




[ 20 ] 

fight soils of this quarter, forming the great breadth of the arable land, produce almost 
nothing but the common grains, bajree, and jowaree; and as these will not bear a 
distant carriage, the cultivators have only been enabled to pay their present assessment, 
which is often very high, by the market afforded for their grains by the manufacturing 
population in their immediate neighbourhood. This is a point of great importance to be 
considered in adjusting the new rates, as any diminution of the numbers of the manufac¬ 
turing population, of which the facts already mentioned in regard to Kehroor and other 
villages leave room for apprehension, would pro tanlo lessen the consumption of “grain, 
and, perhaps, render it impossible for the cultivator to dispose of the whole of his surplus 
produce in the district markets, which he has hitherto been able to do. 

13. The circumstances of the cultivators of Badamee are considerably better than 
those of the same class in Baguikote. In the northern villages, however, they are frequent¬ 
ly poor. In the central division, too, many of them leave their villages regularly every 
year to work at the rice harvests of the western districts, and to pick cotton in the black 
plain, in order to provide the means of paying the assessment, and a subsistence for 
their families during the whole year, which the poor soils they cultivate do not afford them. 
The most substantial farmers are to be found in the black soil villages of the plain to the 
south of the Mulpurba, though the high rates of assessment obtaining in this quarter 
have kept cultivation from extending. Throughout the talooka the condition of the 
farming class is at best stationary, and has exhibited no signs of improvement under our 
administration. 

14. I will now proceed to notice the operations of the present survey, connected with 
the measurement and classification of the land. These have already appeared in my 
Progress Reports of the last two years, though not in a connected form ; and I will, 
therefore, endeavour to make my description of them in this place as brief as is 
consistent with the object of showing that they form an accurate and trustworthy basis 
for the assessment which the present report is designed to explain. 

15. The Government villages of Badamee, 147 in number, contain, inclusive of 
alienations, within their limits 380,394 acres of land, of which 93,581 acres consist of 
hills, rivers, roads, sites of villages, and other localities incapable of cultivation. 

16. The measurement of these villages was prosecuted during the seasons 1847-48 
and 1848-49, under the superintendence of Lieutenant Biggs, Lieutenant Kemball, and 
Mr. Springer, and completed in 1849-50 by Captain Anderson. The classification was 
commenced in the season 1849-50 by Lieutenant Kemball, and completed during the 
following season by Mr. Young. 


17. The general accuracy of both operations, and extent of test taken for the purpose 
jf establishing this point, are exhibited in detail in the following Statements;— 
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18. The errors from which the average errors of the preceding Statement have beeti 
deduced are exhibited in the two following Statements, the first being for the measurement, 
and the second for the classification :— 
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11). It appears t'rpm these Statements that the average error of the measurement was 
only | per cent., arid that of the classification 8 pies per field, while no very gross errors 
enter with either of these averages; and both operations will, I trust, appear sufficiently 
accurate to afford a sound and satisfactory basis for the assessment, to the consideration of 
which I will now proceed. 

20. The Badainee talooka, like other parts of the Southern Mahratta Country, once 
formed part of the Hindoo State of Annagoondee. It afterwards was attached to the 
Beejapoor State, and on the fall of the latter passed into the hands of the Moguls. It 
was subsequently held for a time by the Mahrattas, then taken by Tippoo Sultan, and 
again recovered by the Peshwa, with whom it remained until we got possession of the 
country. During the period preceding our occupation, it experienced many changes of 
revenue management, and many alternations of prosperity and adversity ; but these all 
occurred too far back to have any practical bearing on the question I am discussing, and 
may therefore be passed over without further notice. 

21. All the villages forming the present talooka of Badamee were surveyed shortly 
after w-e obtained the country, with the exception of 11 villages of the Anwal Summut, 
which at the time were alienated. The survey measurements were made the basis of the 
revenue accounts in 1823-24, and from that year the cultivation in acres is shown upon 
the diagram, which will be described presently. A revision of the assessment founded 
on the survey operations was introduced into the talooka during the years 1825-26, 
1826-27, and 1827-28, by Mr. Stevenson, of the Madras Civil Service. This, however, 
did not extend to the villages of the Belloor and Roan Summuts, in which the assess¬ 
ment that obtained previous to the survey continued in force till the introduction of the 
new settlement, upon which I am reporting. Mr. Stevenson subsequently made some 
modifications of his assessment in a few villages, and the old rates have also in many 
instances been reduced by revenue officers at the annual settlements, to meet the exigen¬ 
cies of particular cases ; but since Mr. Stevenson’s time there has been no attempt to 
effect any systematic revision or alteration of the assessment. 

22. The accounts of the revenue and cultivation of the Badamee talooka are unusually 
complete. 1 have obtained an unbroken series for all the years of our administration 
for every village, prom these I have prepared the General Abstract, forming Appen¬ 
dix A to the present,, report, and also the diagram given on the opposite page. The 
latter refers only to 136 out of the 147 Government villages at present included in the 
talooka The 11 villages whose accounts have not been made Available for the construc- 
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tion of the diagram belong to the Anwal Summut, and lapsed to Government in 1836-37, 
at the demise of the late Nana Saheb Chinchnikur. 

23. This diagram is similar to those given in my last Assessment Report on the 
talookas of Purrusgurh and Gokak. The thick zigzag line crossing the diagram 
represents the acres in cultivation each year; the broken line the assessment leviable on 
this cultivation ; and the thin line the collections, or rather the portion of the assessment 
left for realization after deducting the remissions granted at each annual settlement. 
The outstanding balances in this talooka were quite insignificant, and have, I understand, 
since been written off. For practical purposes, then, we may safely assume the amounts 
represented by the thin line on the diagram to have been all collected. The cultivation 
is shown from the year 1823-24, in which it was recorded for the first time in acres, as 
determined by the former survey, executed under the orders of Mr. Thackeray, then 
Principal Collector. The near coincidence of the thin and broken lines representing 
the collections and assessment for the first four years entered in the diagram is, I under¬ 
stand, due to the circumstance of the gross demand before the grant of remissions not 
being shown in the accounts of these years, but merely the actual demand fixed by the 
Collector at the Jummabundee. The abatements from the gross demand do not therefore 
appear in the accounts of these years at all. 

24. On tracing the courses of the three lines across the diagram, the most remarkable 
fact to be noted is, perhaps, the limited extent of the fluctuations in the cultivation, 
assessment, and collections from year to year, as compared with those of similar items 
for most of the districts I have already reported on. The cultivation especially has been 
singularly steady. It has never risen beyond 8 1,000 acres, or fallen below 70,000 acres. 
The range between the years of highest and lowest assessment and collections is more 
considerable, but still far short of what I have been accustomed to in other districts. 
I attribute this fact in part to the climate of great part of Badamee being less liable to 
long-continued drought than that of most other districts equally far removed from the 
Ghauts; but in a greater degree to the comparative density of its population, and the 
considerable portion of them engaged in manufactures, whose consumption affords a 
ready and convenient market for agricultural produce. The central and eastern parts 
of Badamee, where the manufacturing population is chiefly located, do not prdTluce 
sufficient grain for their own consumption, and the land in these neighbourhoods is for 
the most part well cultivated, and much subdivided. The cultivation there could hardly 
be seriously contracted, without requiring a portion of the population to emigrate, and 
this, doubtless, has stimulated the cultivators to exert themselves to retain their lands in 
cultivation. To the same circumstance may be attributed the fact of their having paid 
for the land a considerably higher assessment than neighbouring districts have done for 
land of equally good quality. 

25. While this diagram presents evidence of a less fluctuating, and probably, therefore, 
a njore successful agriculture, than that of most of the districts of Dharwar and Belgaum 
hitherto settled, a closer examination will show that it was nevertheless by no means a 
prosperous agriculture. Instead of the extension of cultivation to have been anticipated 
during upwards of 30 years of peace and security, we find the breadth of land under 
tillage in 1845-4(5 less than it had been in any previous year of onr administration. 
Subsequent to 1845-46 a slight extension of cultivation has taken place, which may be 
altogether attributed to the present survey operations, which of late years, since the 
people have acquired confidence in their results, have frequently the effect of stimulating 
cultivation, for some years previous to the introduction of the new settlements: but for 
this it is probable that the cultivation of the talooka would be less now than it was in 
1845-46. 

26. The decline of cultivation which I have been considering may, I think, be 
clearly traced to over assessment. There is no want of people nor of capital in Badamee 
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for a more extended cultivation than the present, and I am not aware of any tausfe 
besides over assessment that has operated to prevent such an extension taking place. It 
will be seen from the diagram that the assessment represented by the broken line has 
been gradually falling below the cultivation represented by the thick line;—in other 
words, the average rate of assessment per acre has been gradually becoming lower and 
lower. This result is to be ascribed to the most heavily assessed lauds falling out of 
cuimtition, and to abatements of the assessment made in individual cases by the 
Collector. The latter cause, however, has heen of comparatively limited operation, and 
the reduction of assessment shown by the diagram is chiefly due to the lands thrown up 
from year to year having been generally those most highly assessed, while the fresh lands 
taken into cultivation in the same periods were comparatively moderately assessed. The 
joint result of these processes was of course a reduction in the average rate per acre of the 
whole land in cultivation. By these means the cultivators have managed to obtain a 
very considerable abatement of the assessment formerly paid by them, but the declining 
state of the cultivation up to 1845-46, notwithstanding such reduction, affords abundant 
evidence of its having fallen far short of what was necessary. All that the reduction 
effected was to retard the declension of cultivation, but it could not wholly arrest it. 

27. 1 trust by these remarks to have made it evident that the new assessment must 
be pitched considerably below the old to afford it a chance of success; and there is 
another circumstance peculiar to this talooka, or rather to the portion of it where the 
soil is light and sandy, that affords additional evidence in favour of this course. 1 allude 
to the fact mentioned in my paragraph that these soils are unsuited to the growth of 
exportable products. Their produce is alt consumed in the district for the support of 
the cultivators’ families, and the supply of food for the manufacturing population. The 
power of these soils to pay an assessment, in addition to providing a sustenance for the 
cultivators, is in a great degree dependent on this manufacturing population ; and were 
the numbers of the latter to be seriously reduced, nothing but a liberal reduction of 
assessment could enable the cultivators to retain many of these light lands in cultivation. 
There is reason to apprehend such a reduction of the manufacturing population. It 
has already taken place to some extent in Kehroor, where 300 looms have been thrown 
out.*>f work, and many weavers have left the town in search of employment elsewhere. 
The same result has happened in Badamee, Moodkuvee, and generally in all the 
villages of Badamee, where coarse goods, similar to those made at Kehroor, are 
manufactured. 

28. In Gooludgood alone, where the manufactures arc of finer quality, the looms at 
work have increased of late years; but 1 doubt whether this increase fully balances the 
loss sustained in other quarters. And even in Gooludgood, as elsewhere throughout 
the district, the wages of the weaver and the profits of the manufacturer are said to have 
fallen considerably of late years. The yearly increasing use of English manufactures, if 
it does not displace the Native ones, can hardly fail of lowering the price of the latter, 
and thus reducing the means of those engaged in their production. 

29. It is not, however, merely the competition of England, but also that of other 
manufacturing localities in this Presidency, that has to be considered. The use of 
English yarns in Native manufactures is very fast increasing, and they threaten to 
supplant the Native yarns altogether in the manufacture of the finer qualities of f oods. 
The location of so many seats of manufacturing industry in the Southern Mahratta 
Couutry is to be ascribed to the advantages they enjoyed over other places in possession 
nu abundant supply of cheap yarn spun from the cotton raised in their immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood, but this advantage will disappear wheu they have to obtain their yarns from 
Europe. The advantage of position will then be transferred from the interior, where 
cotton is grown, to the coast, where supplies of imported yarns may be most cheaply 
obtained, and it would not at all surprise me were this circumstance hereafter to occasion 
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.<♦ cotfkiderable shifting of the manufacturing population. But whether such a result 
take place or not, an extended use of English yarn must deprive the manufacturing 
villages of the interior of much of the peculiar advantages they have hitherto possessed ; 
and this possibility—I might say probability—affords, in mv opinion, a valid ground for 
liberality of assessment in the case of a district situated so far inland as Badamee. 

30. Another argument in favor of a reduction of assessment is to be fountain the 
revised rates of assessment introduced into the adjoining talookas of Nowlgoond and 
Dumbul, in the Dharwar Collectorate. The Roan division of Badamee adjoins the 
Yawuugal division of Nowlgoond, and the northern part of the Gudduck division of 
Dumbul, and may be considered to possess equal advantages with them in respect of 
climate and markets. The maximum dry crop rate for the adjoining villages of both 
talookas of the Dharwar Collectorate was fixed at 1 per acre, and the results of this 
rate, in the case of 17 villages of Yawungal and 26 villages of Gudduck, which most 
nearly resemble the villages of Roan, are exhibited in the subjoined Table :— 




Arable Acres of Government Land. 



Increase or Decrease of 





Assessment 

Remission 

Cultivation each year. 

Group of Villages. 

Years. 
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1844-45 

9.443 

17,341 
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12,403 

Rupees. 

1,686 
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1845-46 

5,428 

21,603 

15,391 

11,885 

4,262 


S-S-a 

1846-17 

2,838 

24,362 

17,263 

434 

3,759 


Hi 

1847-48 

2,015 

25,328 

17,868 
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966 

. , 
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- 

1818-4!) 

2,789 

25,577 

18,106 

727 

219 
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1849-50 

3,680 

24,758 

17,540 
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1845-46 

40,622 

63,527 

42,984 

22,199 
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§ 
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1846-47 

29,430 

76,539 

50,960 

1,202 

13,012 
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1847-48 

24,323 

81,681 

51,156 

678 

5,142 

. . • 
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1848-19 

19,073 

86,929 

57,505 

973 

5,218 

. . . 

1849-50 

23,491 

82,751 

54,728 



4,178 














Total. . 

32,638 

4,907 






Net.. 

.27,641 



31. The large remissions shown in this Table for the year 1845-46 were given in 
consequence of an almost complete failure of the harvest. The remissions for subsequent 
years are nearly nominal, being almost wholly on account ol compensation to village 
officers for abolished huks. There was a large increase of cultivation for the year of 
settlement compared with the last year of the old assessment, which does not appear at 
all in this Table; and on taking this into account it will be seen that the new settlements 
have had the effect of causing a large extension of cultivation. In the year 1849-50 a 
falling off is observable, which is principally owing to the previous season having been 
unfavorable, but in fact, too, in my opinion, to the ryots having increased their farms too 
rapidly on the introduction of the new assessment. Upon the whole, the new settlement 
seems to have been sufficiently successful, but not in such an extraordinary degree as to 
warrant the inference that it has been pitched too low. 

32. I have adopted the same maximum dry crop rate of Rs. 1 for the neighbouring 
villages of Badamee situated to the south of the Mulpurba river, and also for the 
villages along the north and north-west of the talooka ; a higher rate of Rs. 1-2-0 for the 
central parts of the talooka, which enjoy a better climate, increased to Rs. 1-4-0, in 
consequence of superior advantages, as respects market and abundance of manure, enjoyed 
by the manufacturing towns of Badamee, Kehroor, Moodkuvee, and Gooludgood. My 
intention to assess the talodka at these rates was reported in my letter No. 81, dated 6th 
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March last, to the address of your predecessor, Mr. Reeves* and the number of villages 
placed in each group, as well as rny reasons for so placing them, are shown in the 
subjoined Table. The names of the several villages in each group will be found in 
Appendix B :— 


Groups of 
Villages. 

Number of 
Villages in 
each Group. 

Distinguishing Characteristics of the Croups. 

! Maximum ruto of Dry Crop 
| Assessment per Aero. 

1st 1 7 Villases with, or immediately adjoining others with, 

a considerable manufacturing population, in consequence 
| of which they possess advantages over the rest of the 

| j talooka in respect of market and supplies of manure, 

; ' while they are situated in the central part of the talooka, 

: which possesses the best climate . 

Rs. a. p. 

1 4 0 

l 

2nd 

87 

i 

Villages forming with those of the preceding group 
the central part of the talooka, and possessing an equally 
good climate, but less favored in other respects . 

1 2 0 

3rd 


Villages lying south of the Mulpnrba river, and the 
town of Jaleehal, and along the northern and western 
border of the talooka, with « less favored climate than 
that of tire two preceding groups . 

1 0 0 


3d. For the garden and rice land of this talooka which occurs in several villages, I have 
adopted maximum rates of Rs. 5 and Rs. 4 per acre respectively. The garden land amounts 
to 2‘J3 acres, and the rice to 301 acres. The assessment resulting from the above- 
mentioned maximum rates gives in the case of the garden an average rate of Rs. 2-13-0 
per acre, and of the rice land Rs. 2-1-7 per acre. The best garden-land is Toluchgode, 
where the irrigation is partly derived from a bundara across a small stream, and at 
Kendoor, where it is obtained from a tank of considerable size, which, however, dries up 
in the hot weather. Wells in both cases are required in aid of the stream and tank 
irrigation. The rice land is chiefly under the same tank at Kendoor, and under another 
at Teemsagur. The old garden and rice rates of assessment are very high in this talooka, 
aveRjo-insr in the former case Rs. 5-12-10, and in the latter Rs. 7-1-10 per acre, accord- 
ing to the cultivation of the year of the settlement. The reduction effected by the new 
rates is, therefore, great, but it has beeu necessary, in order to equalize the rates of this 
district with those of others previously settled, and is also in my opinion highly desira¬ 
ble, with a view to encourage the extension of irrigated cultivation, which might be 
prosecuted in this talooka to a considerably greater extent than it is. 

34. The rates which have now been explained are compared with those of the old 
assessment for the year of settlement, in the subjoined Table, the cultivated acres in both 
cases being those of the new survey :— 


— 1 Class. | 

Number of Villages. j 

Cultivated Acres according; 
to New Survey. 

-1 

According to Old 
Survey. 

According to Xew Survey. 

Land in cultivation. 

Waste. 

Total. 

Assessment. J 

! 

Hate per 
Acre. 

Acres, j 

1 

Assessment. 

Rate per 
Acre. 

Acros. 

-J 

a 

0 

I 

1 

Rate per 
Acre. 

Acres. 

Assessment. 

Rate per 
Acre. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 I 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1st 


4.979 

5,616 

1 2 1 

4,979! 

3,150 

0 10 1 

3,923 

2,636 

0 10 9 

8,902 

5,786 

0 10 5 

2nd 

87138.627 

34,832 

0 14 5 

38,627 

24,089 

0 9 11 

34,217 

18,501 

0 8 4 

72,844 

42,590 

0 9 4 

3rd 

53 

42,202 

30,856 

Oil 8 

42,202 

23,986 

0 9 1 

31,312 

19,129 

0 9 9 

73,514 

43,115 

0 9 4 

3 

147 

85,808 

71,334 

0 13 3 

85,808 

51,225 

0 9 6 

69,452 

40,266 

0 # 9 3 

155,260 

91,491 

0 9 5 


7 









(5 Patels. 1,205 6 5 

Village Officers. < 6 Coolcurnees . 1,116 13 II 

f 7 Naiks. 203 8 0 


- 2,530 12 4 


3,562 0 0 

36. This valuation is far beyond the truth. From what I could learn at the Jumma- 
bundee, the ryots have long ceased to pay bilks to the district officers at all, and in 
many cases to the village officers also. I have, in consequence, fixed no interim compen¬ 
sation for the huks in the case of the district officers, as they have in reality lost nothing 
by their formal abolition, but have left the question of compensation to be considered 
when the settlement of their emoluments generally is taken in hand. In the case of the 
village officers, who had up to the time of settlement collected more or less of their huks, 
I have settled an interim compensation, to be awarded in the form of a remission from 
land revenue, pending the final settlement of their offices. In instances when the whole 
emoluments were small, this compensation has been made more liberal than in others, 
when the remaining emoluments formed an adequate remuneration for the duties of the 
office. The total amount of compensation awarded to the village officers, Patels, Naiks, 
and Coolcurnees, is Rs. 1,218. 

37. The quit-rent on land held on the jodee tenure has been reduced by the 
introduction of the new assessment, when the former was in excess of the survey 
assessment of all the land belonging to a hereditary office, whether “ Surwa Enam” or 
“Jodee,” as explained in the 54th paragraph of my Assessment Report on Purrus°-ur 
and Gokak, No. 246, dated 24th December 1849. The “ Muhal Jodee,” or quit-rent, 
paid by the district officers for their estates, has not been affected by the introduction of 
the new assessment. 

38. The general result of the settlement, as regards all descriptions of tenures, 
compared with the averages of different periods under the former assessment, and with 
the year immediately preceding the revision, is exhibited in detail in the Statement given 
on the following page. The entries for the year ld51-52 have been obtained from 
settlement registers prepared at the Jummabundee, when each ryot was required to 
engage for the cultivation of the year in question, and had the option given him of 
relinquishing any land he might not wish to hold at the new rates. The entry for the 
year 1851-52 in the 11th column of the Statement is not the net revenue, as in the case 
of the other years, but the survey kumal, or total revenue realizable under the new 
settlement, on the supposition of the whole land being cultivated. 
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Statement showing the Cultivation, Assessment, Remissions, and Net Land Revemte f&r 
collection, for 147 Villages composing the Badamee Talooka, under the Old and 
New Settlements. 
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78,362 
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78,321 
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1,09,784 

52,109 

, , 

2,513 
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55,658 

, , 

5,858 

261,877 

1,16,838 






















1850-51.. 

217,403 

88,509 

5,648 

82,861 

69,452 


5,329 

286,855 

88,190 

• 4-3 

o 

1851-52.. 

213,561 

90,790 


90,790 

73,252 

34,313 


286,813 

1,25,103 







1. The averages of past years entered in this Statement are for the 20 years immediately preceding the 
revised settlement, as regards the acres, and for 31 years as regards the rupees in the case of 130 villages. In 
the ease of the remaining 11 villages, they are for 14 years as regards both acres and rupees. These villages, 
which form the Anwal Suramut, were never measured previous to the present survey, and their acres for the 14 
years have been obtained approximately by calculation. 

2. The three first lines in each division of the Statement refer to the old settlement; the two last, viz. for 
the years 1850-51 and 1851-52, to the new. 

3. The rupees in the last column of the Statement opposite the year 1851-52 form the Survey Kumal, or 
total assessment capable of realization from the whole land held on the several tenures, while for the preceding 
years the rupees in this column represent the net land revenue for collection. 

39. On examining this Statement, a considerable difference in the number of acres 
entered in column 10, under the heads of Khalsat, Jodee, and Survva Enam, for the years 
1850-51 and 1851-52 will be observed. This is owing, in fact, to the form in which 
the returns from which the Statement has been prepared were made out. The extensive 
estates of Rugoba Desaeenee, which were under temporary attachment in 1850-51, will 
appear in that year under the same head with jodee lands, an'f in the next along with 
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tlTe surwa eaam lands, which accounts for the apparent increase in the latter in 1851-52. 
The increase in the khalsat land in 1851-52, as compared with the preceding year, is 
owing to the recording under that head lands relinquished by Jodeedars either previous 
to or at the Jummabundee. 

40. The financial results of the settlement, as shown by the per-centages by which 
the net revenue of the 1st year of the survey settlement falls short of, and the survey 
kumal exceeds, the net revenue of preceding periods, are exhibited in the following Ta'file 
for the khalsat or Government land only, and also for the entire arable land, inclusive 


of alienations of all descriptions: 

— 






Per-ocntages by which the Survey Settlement fails 
short of, or exceed*, the Net Reveuue of the under¬ 
mentioned periods previous to Survey* 



Average of pre¬ 
ceding 31 Years. 

Average of pre¬ 
ceding 10 Years, 

i 

Year immedi¬ 
ately preceding 
1849-30. 

The Net Revenue of the 1st year' 

Khalsat land only .... 

20} 

25| 

31 

of the Survey Settlement (1850-:>1) is < 
less per cent, than that of . J 

Khalsat and Alienated 
together. 

18J 

21} 

24} 

The Survey Kumal, or Gross Rent-1 

Khalsat land only .... 

42 

32 

24} 

al, is more per cent, than the Net Re-<! 
venue of .. f 

Khalsat and Alienated 
together. 

■ 

15} 

11 

7 


41. As regards the khalsat lands, then, the immediate benefit to the cultivators 
from the new rates is a reduction of former payments to the extent of 20j- to 31 per 
cent., and the prospective possible increase of revenue to Government 24| to 42 per cent. 
But upon the whole arable land, inclusive of that held on the jodee and surwa enain 
tenures, the result is not so favorable, and the survey kumal or gross rental in this case 
only exceeds the past collections by 7 to 15^ per cent, I do not then anticipate that this 
talooka, under the survey settlement, will yield a larger revenue than it has hitherto done, 
or even a revenue equal to the past collections; but I anticipate that the sacrifice of 
revenue will not be considerable; and if it secure the future progress and welfare of the 
district, there will, in my opinion, be no cause for dissatisfaction at the result. 

42. The following Table, which shows the entire area of the 147 villages under 
report, arable and unarable, the total survey assessment for the same, as well as the 
portions of this assessment, alienated and realizable, completes my exposition of the 
settlement:— 


Description of Land. 

Area in Acres. 

Full Survey 
Assessment. 

Deduct portion of 
Aaaessm&it Al rebated. 

Balance of Assessment 
realizable, or Survey 
Kumal. 

Unarable.. 

93,581 




Arable Khalsat 

167,403 

91,191 

..... 

91,491 

„ Jodee 

30,384 

19,693 

1,023 

18,670 

„ Surwa Enam and 
Mahal Jodee 

89.02G 

53,959 

39,017 

14,912 

Total Area and Assessment 





of 147 Villages . 

380,394 

165,143 

40,040 

1,25,103 


43. I have still to explain the settlement ofBagulkote. This talooka'is immediately 
north of Badatnee, and is of a compact form, approaching in shape to a piirrallefogram. 
The Krishna river forms its northern boundary, and divides it from the Sattara and 
Solapoor districts. The Gutpurba river enters the talooka a few miles west of the station 
of Kulludghee, and after running nearly due east for about twenty miles, turns suddenly 
to the north immediately below the town of Bagulkote, and; passing through a chain of 
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hills into the valley of the Krishna, falls into the latter river about fifteen miles lower 
down. The hills just mentioned approach the Gutpurba much more closely than they 
do the Krishna, and it is, probably, owing to this circumstance, and to its position on the 
south or monsoon side of the range, that the valley of the former river receives a better 
supply of rain than that of the latter, situated to the north of the hills. The extended 
plains of deep fertile soil along the banks of the Krishna have unfortunately a very 
precarious climate, and the crops there are very liable to suffer from deficiency of rain, 
though not, I think, to the same extent in this talooka as in some of the villages of the 
Uthnee district, situated higher up the river. 

44. The talooka of Bagulkote contains 124 Government and 37 alienated villages, 
which are now formed into two divisions, under the charge of a Mamlutdar, stationed at 
Bagulkote, and a subordinate Mahalkurree, stationed at Beelgee, as shown in the sub¬ 
joined Statement:— 
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26 
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46 
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11 
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124 

6 

130 

31 

6 

37 
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45. A great portion of the land of this talooka is poor. In the valley of the 
Gutpurba the Bagulkote and Kullaclghee plains contain a large proportion of black soil, 
of a quality well suited to the climate, as it requires but little rain. A great deal of the 
black soil in the plain of the Krishna, on the other hand, is of the compact indurated 
variety termed “ Kurrul, ” and requires abundant rain for the full development of its 
productive powers. It seldom receives a sufficient supply, and the crops upon it are, in 
consequence, much more liable to failure than those raised on the more easily saturafed 
black lands of the Gutpurba. With the exception of the plains of the Krishna and 
Gutpurba, there is little good land in the district. The soil of the whole central part 
sloping from the chain of hills separating the valleys of these rivers, and also that of 
the villages along the Badamee border, is poor and stony. 

46. The husbandry, generally speaking, is inferior to that of Badamee. In a few 
populous villages, chiefly in the neighbourhood of Bagulkote, the fields are clean, and 
well kept; but generally, and especially in the valley of the Krishna, they are very much 
the reverse. Many of the ryots in these parts employ their cattle during the fair sea¬ 
son in conveying produce for hire from one part of the country to another, and I am 
inelined'to,attribute in part to this practice the neglected condition of many of the fields. 
The number of cattle is also deficient: according to my returns there are less than 13,000 
bullocks employed in agriculture in Bagulkote, while ther£ are 20,000 employed in 
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Badamee. The villages, too, of the former district are less thickly populated, and there 
are several of them without inhabitants at all. Manure is applied everywhere to the 
land situated within a convenient distance of the village, except in a few villages near 
the Krishna. 

47. The talooka exports very little raw produce. The black soil plains of the 
Gutpurba and Krishna appear well suited for cotton, but there is little grown, and the 
exports of this article are very limited : wheat, jowarree, and oil seeds, kc. are also 
exported, but the value of the whole is trifling, and the languishing condition of agricul¬ 
ture is to be ascribed in part to the want of any active demand for its products. This 
is partly compensated, however, by a large internal demand, as in Badamee, for the con¬ 
sumption of a non-agricultural population. The latter is almost confined to the town of 
Bagulkote, containing nearly 12,000 inhabitants, and the town and station of 
Kulladghee. 

48. The population of Bagulkote is said to have increased considerably of late 
years, while its manufactures have fallen off. The latter do not now afford employment 
for more than 500 to 600 looms: “ Dhotnr Jorus, ” the cloth worn by Brahmins 
and the upper classes of Hindoos round the lower part of the body, form the chief 
article of manufacture. They are made of cotton, with the addition of a silk border in 
the more expensive descriptions, and vary in price from eight annas to ten rupees the 
piece. Cloths similar to those made in the Badamee talooka, and turbans, are also made 
at Bagulkote. The lower priced varieties of all these goods are exported to 
Poona, Solapoor, Bombay, &c. while the more expensive ones are consumed in 
the neighbourhood. The turbans of Bagulkote used to be highly esteemed, but the 
manufacture has fallen off greatly of late years, and is now quite insignificant. 

49. The trade of Bagulkote, however, is of more importance than its manufactures. 
Traders of the Wanee caste are very numerous here, and they hold a large share of the 
trade of all the neighbouring country in their hands. They are rather packmen, how¬ 
ever, than merchants, and are engaged during the fair season in making small ventures 
between the several towns in this part of the country, or between them and the nearest ports 
on the coast. Bagulkote has also considerable transactions with Hoobullee and Solapoor, 
being used as a depot for the staples of both these marts. It possesses four orfive 
considerable bankers, and hoondees are cashed here annually to a considerable amount. 
Besides Bagulkote, there are no towns of importance in the talooka. r lhe most con¬ 
siderable are Beelgee, the station of the Mahalkurree, and a place of some trade, which 
contains about 3,500 inhabitants ; Kulladghee, with about 2,000 inhabitants, independ¬ 
ent of the population within military limits; and Seroor, a large agricultural village, 
with some manufactures also, which has a population of 2,700. The population of the 
whole talooka, exclusive of alienated villages, is very nearly 60,000. 

50. The results of the present survey show the area of the 124 Government villages 
of Bagulkote to be 316,816 acres, of which 70,123 acres consist of hills, rivers, roads, 
sites of villages, and other localities incapable of cultivation; the remaining 246,693 
acres are arable land. 

51. The measurement of Bagulkote was executed under the superintendence of 
Messrs. Springer and Price. It was commenced in 1848, and completed in 1850. 
The classification of the talooka was executed by Mr. Young’s establishment in the 
course of two seasons. 
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52. The following St^ements, similar to those already given for Badamee, exhibit 
the test of both operations :— 


Nature, extent, and result of Test. 


Government Villages. 

j 

Total number of 
Villages tested. 

| By European Officer 

•s. 

•age 

•or 

By Natives. 


Total Test. 

Nature of 
Operation. 

Nos. 

•c 
% 1 
£ 

Arable 
Acres. , 

Fields. 

Acres. 

Aver 

Eli 

o5 

*© 

£ 

t£ 

g 

< 

Average 

Error 

Fields. 

Acres. 

i 

Average 

Error 

Per 

cent. 

Per 

Field. 

Per 

cent. 

Per 

Field. 

1 

Per ! 
cent.! 

Per 
j Field. 

1 

2 1 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

! 11 

I 

12 






■ 

12-4 

O 

00 . 

Iff 

218,17 

1 1 

122 

108 

1,34!) 

1,3.54 

25,(121 

1 18,775 

3 

4 

7 

7-1 

1 

1355 

1 


M23 

1,354 

1 

2(1,976 

118,775 

J 

A 

"7 

Measurement. 

CUusifi cation. 


Total Number of 

Fields tested. 

Number of Fields in which the difference between Original and Test Measurement 

did not exceed 

1 

Percent. 

1 

0 

Per cent. 

3 1 

Percent. 

4 

Por cent. 

5 

Per cent.! 

6 

Per cent. 

7 

Per cent, j 

8 

Percent. 

9 

Percent. 

10 

Por cout. 

1,423 

382 

750 

281 

6 

2 

•• 


l 1 

•• 

1 


Number of Fields in which the difference between Original and Test Classification was 


Total Number of i 
Fields tested. 

f 

Nothing. 

1 

Its. a. p. 
0 0 1 
to 

0 0 6 

Its. a. p. 
0 0 7 
to 

0 1 0 

ills. a. p.4ts. a. p.| 

0 1 1 0 l 7 

to i to 

0 1 0 0 2 0 : 

Its. a. p. 
0 2 1 
to 

0 2 6 

Rs. a. p. 
0 2 7 

to 

0 3 0 

Rs. a. p. 

0 3 1 

to 

0 3 6 

1,354 

199 

482 

498 

116 | 51 

6 

1 

1 


5:3. The measurement in this case, as in Badamee, differs from the test by about £ per 
cent., while the classification approximates the test even more closely than in the case of 
the latter district, the difference being 7 pies instead of 8, which is, I think, owing to 
the soils of Bagulkote being less varied and difficult to class than those of Badamee. 

54. Bagulkote, like Badamee, once appertained to the Hindoo State of Annagoondee, 
and experienced the same changes of rulers, excepting that it never passed under the 
Government of Tippoo Sultan. Shortly after our conquest the whole talooka was 
measured at the survey instituted by the Principal Collector, Mr. Thackeray. No 
change, however, was made in the assessment until 1827-28, when Mr. Stevenson revised 
the assessment, of 37 villages. With this exception, the rates that obtained in the 
several villages when we took the country continued to form the basis ot the annual 
settlements until the introduction of the revised assessment on which I am reporting. 

55. The revenue accounts of Bagulkote, like those of Badamee, are very complete, 
and I have obtained a series for the last 31 years for all the Government villages of 
the talooka, which are 124 in number. From these accounts the general abstract for 
the whole talooka, forming Appendix C, and the diagram opposite, have been prepared. 
In this diagram, as in that for Badamee, the thick line represents the cultivation, the 
broken the assessment, and the thin the portion of the assessment set apart for collection 
at each yearly settlement. 

56. " The slightest glance at this diagram will suffice to show that the fluctuations 
in the cultivation, assessment, and collections, have been much more considerable in 
Bagulkote than in Badamee. In Bagulkote the cultivation has ranged from 80,000 
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acres to 61,000 acres. But the fluctuations in the assessment and collections have been 
much more extreme, the former having attained to Rs. 1,17,000 in the year 1821-22, 
and fallen to Rs. 56,000 in the year 1849-50, while the latter rose to Rs. 1,14,000 in the 
year 1821-22, and fell to little more than Rs. 42,000 in the year 1827-28. The enor¬ 
mous collections made in this district in the early years of our rule, when its capabilities, 
like those of many other districts in the Southern Mahratta Country, were greatly over¬ 
rated, must have drained it of its resources to a serious extent, and contributed greatly 
to bring about the depression in the condition of agriculture from which the district is 
still suffering. 

57. The observations contained in my 26th paragraph, ascribing the decline of culti¬ 
vation in Badamee to over-assessment, and showing how the most heavily assessed lands 
had been gradually thrown out of cultivation, as evidenced by the path across the dia¬ 
gram of the broken line, representing the assessment, compared with that of the thick 
line, representing the cultivation, are in all points applicable also to this talooka. In the 
year 1824-25, the first in which the cultivation is shown upon the diagram, the assessment 
averaged Rupees 1-6-10 per acre in the Bagulkote talooka, while in the year 1849-50 
it had fallen to Rs. 0-13-9 per acre. But even this great decrease failed to promote 
any extension of cultivation, and it is evident that a further reduction is requisite for 
this purpose. 

58. The fluctuations in the collections have been very great in this district, as will 
be at once evident from the thin line on the diagram. I infer from them that the climate 
of Bagulkote is uncertain, and the harvest liable to failure. During the period of 31 
years entered on the diagram, the collections have averaged 83 per cent, of the assess¬ 
ment. During the last four years, even with the revised settlement in view, the cultiva¬ 
tion has continued to decline, and I apprehend that this is owing to a destruction of 
agricultural capital. Bagulkote is quite as favorably situated as Badamee in regard to 
markets, but the crops in the former are more liable to failure, and on this account lower 
rates of assessment, especially in the uncertain climate of the Krishna valley, are necessary. 

59. I am of opinion that all the peculiar circumstances of this talooka which I have 
endeavoured to explain will be adequately provided for by an arrangement of the 
villages into four classes, with maximum dry crop rates of assessment, varying .from 
Rs. 1-4-0 to Rs. 0-14-0 per acre, as shown in the following Table, and according 
to which the settlement has been made:— 


Groups 
of Villages. 

Number of 
Villages in 
each Group. 

Distinguishing Characteristics of the Groups. 

Maximum 
rate of Dry 
Crop Assess¬ 
ment per 
Acre. 

1 st 

3 

Villages adjoining the large manufacturing town of Bagulkote, 
equal in respect of climate to any part of the talooka, and most 
advantageously situated in respect of market and supplies of ma- 

1 4 0 

2 nd 

32 

i 

Villages along the Gutpurba river above its passage through the 
hills at Yerkul, with easy access to the markets of Bagulkote and 
Kulladghee, and equal to the 1st group in respect of climate .... 

1 2 0 

3rd 

29 

Villages enclosing those of the 2nd group, and less advantageously 
situated as regards markets, and also, though in a less degree, climate. 

1 

1 0 0 

4 th 

60 

Villages situated in the valley of the Krishna and lower part 
of the valley of the Gutpurba, where the climate is more uncertain 
and liable to droughts than any other part of the talooka ; these 
villages are also the most disadvantageously situated as regards mar- 

0 14 0 
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60. The irrigated land of this talooka is quite unimportant, amounting only to 95 
acres of garden and 62 acres of rice land. The maximum rate for the former is 
Rs. 5 an acre, as in the case of previously settled districts, and Rs. 4, in the latter. 
The resulting assessment gives an average rate of Rs. 2-5-2 for the garden land, and 
Rs. 1-12-8 for the rice. 

61. The assessment resulting from the application of. the rates which have just been 
explained is Compared with the old assessment on the land in Cultivation for the year of 
settlement in the subjoined Table. The reduction is most considerable in the 1st and 2nd 
classes of villages, but it was in these classes that the oppressive nature of the old rates was 
most complained of. The cultivated acres on which the rate per acre has been deduced 
are those of the present survey in the case of the old as well as the new assessment. 



62. The real reduction of assessment effected by the new Settlement is somewhat 
more than is here shown, as the direct lines of the village and district officers, whieh 
are valued in the chittas as follows, are absorbed in the new assessment; but the amount 
is not included in the old assessment entered in column 4 of the Table:— 


r 1. Desaecs. Rs. 328 13 11 

V 2. Deshpandeh .... 76 4 10 

District Officers.... ✓ 3. Nadgowda ..... 39 12 0 

J 4. Putten Shetee .. 10 0 0 

(. 5. Naik . 51 0 0 

- 505 14 9 

C 7. Patels. 1,129 11 2 

Village Officers .... ■? 8. Naiks. 387 0 4 

9. Coolcurnees .... 1,637 0 3 

-3,153 11 9 


3,659 10 6 

63. This valuation of the huks is considerably too high, but, pending a final 
settlement, I have fixed the compensation for the huks of the village officers ^at 
Rs. 1,808-8-0, to be met by a remission of land revenue of equivalent amount as in 
the previously settled districts. 

64. The remarks in my 37th and 38th paragraphs relative to the treatment of the 
j'odee and rnuhal jodee cesses, and in explanation of tlVe Table Showing the results 
of the settlement, apply also to this district. 

65; The extent of cultivation for the year 1851-52, entered in the 3rd column of the 
following Statement, is about. 2,000 acres less than the cultivation of tlie previous year, 
or that in which the settlement was introduced. This is accounted for by the advanced 
period of the season (July) in which the settlement was made. It was then too late tfo 
plough and sow for a crop during the current season, and, in consequence, there was little 
land taken up at tire settlement, to counterbalance the diminution of cultivation occasion¬ 
ed by resignations. I think, however, that this was a fortunate oircumstance for the future 
progress of the talooka, for, wheu the settlement is made early in the season, there is 
9 
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generally too great eagerness to take up land, aud a spirit 01 competition and rivalry is 
engendered, which induces the ryots to engage for more land than they have stock to 
cultivate, and thus they are prevented from benefitting by the new assessment to the ex¬ 
tent they might do were they content to refrain from extending their farms until their 
stock had increased sufficiently to enable them to do so with advantage. 1 think that the 
future extension of cultivation in this district will be more gradual and natural than in 
most districts hitherto settled, owing to the Jummabundee having been unusually late. 
Statement showing the Cultivation, Assessment, Remissions, and Net Land Revenue for 
collection, for 124 Villages, composing the Bagulkote Talooka, unfler the Old and 
New Settlements . 




Cultivated Land. 

Arable Waste. 


Total Met 
Land Hove- 

Tenure. 

Years. 

Acres. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Rom Is- 
siona. 

Balance for 
Collection. 

Acres. 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Xot Pro¬ 
duce of 
grass farm*, 
fruit trees, 
Ac. Ac. 

Total 

Arable 

Acres. 

nue for 
Collection 
or Survey 
Assess¬ 
ment. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



8 

9 

10 

11 

4 

■a 

* ' 

Average 
of past J 
years.. J 
Past 10.. 
1849-50.. 

69,864 

66,451 

64,066 

Rupees. 

80,415 

61,826 

55,214 

Rupees. 

14,889 

6,348 

1,708 

Rupees. 

65,526 

55,478 

53,506 

61,125 

60,890 

53,895 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

* 1,320 

2,756 

7,846 

130,989 

127,341 

117,961 

Rupees. 

66,846 

58,234 

61,352 

1850- 51 .. 

1851- 52.. 

70,974 

68,886 

42,898 

42,704 

5,.560 

37,338 

42,701 

70,314 
76,859 

37,340 

7,839 

•• 

141,288 

145,745 

45,177 

80,044 

J 

Cl 

£ u 

si 

5 u 

a 3 
< « 

ns l 

2 « 

Average "j 
of past > 
years... J 
Past 10. . 
1849-50.. 

38,581 

38,724 

38,791 

36,920 

37,009 

37,103 

17,623 

18,005 

17,810 

19,297 

19,004 

19,293 

w 

. _ 


.. . 

38,581 

38,724 

38,791 

19,297 

19,004 

19,293 

8 § 

1850-51.. 


17,691 

16,950 

131 

" 

17.560 



45,033 

35,648 

17,560 
• 16,950 

9 

J 

1851-52. . 

35,648 

16,950 

si •• 



*2 . 
s 0J 

m 

03 ^ 

C 

UJ « 

Average "J 
of past / 
years J 
Past 10... 
1849-50.. 

60,763 

60,849 

60,647 

17,182 

17,150 

16,702 

' 

17,182 

17,150 

16,702 


•• 

•• 

60,763 

60,849 

60,647 

17,182 

17,150 

16,702 

* 

fc 

J 

1850- 51.. 

1851- 52 . 

60,374 

65,300 

16,632 

17,586 


16,632 
17,586 

- 

- 


•• 

60,374 

65,300 

■ 

5 

c . 

j 8 

O - 

li! ' 

Average 1 
of past > 
years. . ) 

‘ Past 10.. 
1849-50.. 

169,208 

■ 

166,021 

163,504 

1,34,517 

1,15,985 

1,09,019 

32,512 

24,353 

19,518 


61,125 

60,890 

53,895 


1,320 

2,756 

7,846 

230,333 

226,914 

217,399 

1,03,325 

94,388 

97,347 

Total A 
al 

1 

1850- 51.. 

1851- 52.. 

176,381 

169,831 

77,221 

77,240 

5,691 

71,530 

77,240 

’ 70,314 

76,859 

37,340 

7,839 

246,695 

246,693 

79,369 

1,14,580 


1. The averages of past years entered in this Statement are for the 26 years immediately preceding the- 
revised settlement, as regards the acres, and for 32 years as regards the rupees. 

2 . The three first lines in each division of the Statement refer to the old settlement; the two last, viz. for 
tlie years 1850-51 and 1851-52, to the revised settlement. 

3. The rupees entered in the last column of the Statement opposite the year 1851-52 form the new survey 
kumal, or total assessment capable of realization from the whole land held on the several tenures, while for the 
preceding years the rupees in this column represent the net land revenue for collection. 

G6. The jodee revenae for the future will be Rs. 16,950, ns shown in the 6th column 
of the Statement opposite the year 1851-52, which is Rs. 2,343 less than the same time 
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for the year preceding Wie introduction of the revised settlement. The decrease is 
occasioned by the reduction of jodee upon whole wuttun9, and by resignations of wut- 
tun land, as already explained in the case of the Badamee talooka. 

67. The apparent increase in the extent of surwa enam and muhal jodee land shown 
in column 3, opposite the year 1851-52, is occasioned by the transference to that head 
of-land which the previous year was under attachment, and entered in the Statement 
under the head of jodee, kc. 

t)8. All the collections made in excess of the survey assessment were returned 
to the ryots at the time of Jummabundee, except in the case of the village of Son, 
which had been held in farm for nearly a century by the Desaee of Purgunna Beelgee, 
at a fixed sum of Rs. 1,814-14-6. The Desaee had, I believe, at different times, 
petitioned to have, this amount Teduced, or to be relieved of the village altogether, but 
without success, as there seemed to be a doubt whether the village was to be considered 
part of his wuttun as Desaee or not. From the inquiries made at the time of settlement, 
it appeared that the village had always been treated in all respects as a khalsat village 
held in farm, and there was no evidence of any sort to show that it was in any way 
connected with the Desaee’s«wuttun, beyond the fact of his having long held it in farm. 

69. Under these circumstances, and following the precedent of a similar case which 
was met with in th« Dharwar Collectorate, I introduced the new settlement into Son, as 
in other khalsat villages; but, pending a reference to the Enam Commissioner, and the 
decision of Government on the case, 1 thought it better to place the excess of collections 
beyond the survey assessment made from the ryois in deposit, instead of returning it to 
them at once, as in the case of other villages. I have since been informed by the Enam 
Commissioner in a Mahratta Yadee, No. 5579,dated 18th November last, that in all the 
records of the former Government in which the village appears, it is entered as a khalsat 
village, and in some of them as in farm to the Desaee, but nowhere as belonging to his 
wuttun. The Desaee, in a written statement, given in to me at the time of settlement, de¬ 
clined to hold the village in farm any longer on the existing terms, or to pay the full sur¬ 
vey assessment for it, without being permitted to collect more from the ryots. The latter, 
on being questioned, stated their wish that the village should he managed by Govern¬ 
ment, instead of by the Desaee, even though the survey assessment should be guaranteed 
to them in the latter case. Under these circumstances, I trust Government will approve 
of my having relieved the Desaee of his farm, and placed the village under the direct 
management ot the Mamlutdar, and I beg further to recommend that the sum of 
Rs. 743-12-0, collected last year from the ryots in excess of the survey assessment, and 
now in deposit in the district treasury, may be returned to them, as was done at the time 
of settlement in the case of all other khalsat villages. 

70. The following Statement, in the same form as that already given for Badamee, 
exhibits the financial results of the settlement:— 


Survey SetUemeut. 

1 

| 

For what Lands. 

i 

i 

Per-centagee by which the Survey Settlemeift folia 
ehort of, or exceed*, the Net Revenue of the under* 
mentioned periods previous to Survey. 

Average of pre¬ 
ceding 33 Years. 

Averago of pre¬ 
ceding 10 Years. 

Years immedi¬ 
ately preceding 
1849-30. 

The Net Revenue of the 1st year \ 
of the Survey Settlement is less per< 
cent, than that of . J 

Khalsat land only .... J 

32* 

19 

26* 


23* 

16 

18* 

The Survey Kumal, or Gross Rent- C 
al, is more percent, than the Net Re-< 
venue of . f 

Khalsat land only .... 

19* 

37* 

30* 

Khalsat and Alienated 
together. | 

1 io| 

21 * 

17 
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71. And fhe total area, assessment, and amount of revenue alienated, are shown in 
the following Table, also in the same form as that given for Badamee:— 


Deicrlption of Laud. 

Area in Acre*. 

Full Survey J 

Aeaemsment. 

j 

i 

Deduct portion of 
Assessment Alienated. 

i 

Balance of Assessment 
realizable, or Survey 
Kumal. 

Unarable.. 

70,123 


.... 1 


Arable Khalsat 

143,74.') 

80,044 ' 


80,044 

„ Jodee 

35,648 

22,513 : 

5,563 

16,950 

„ Surwa Enam and 
Mahal Jodee 

65,300 

40,027 1 

22,441 

17,586 

Total Area and Assessment 
of f24 Villages . 

316,816 

1 

142,584 

28,004 

1,14,580 


72 Before closing this report, I avail myself of the opportunity it affords for noticing 
a few subjects closely connected with the future development of the resources of the 
Badamee and Bagulkote talookas, and the success of the survey assessment. The culti- 
vators of both districts are very disadvantageously situated as compared with their 
neighbours in the plain to the south of the Badamee hills* owing to the want of roads 
practicable for wheeled vehicles. In consequence of this, it i9 the practice in many 
villages for the manure to be taken to the field, and the crop to be brought home on the 
backs of bullocks. There are now very few carts, and their general introduction would 
be of great importance to the agriculture of both districts. The line of road now, I 
understand, being cleared from Hoobullee to Sholapoor, will pass through both talookas, 
and confer a most important benefit on them ; but in addition to this there are many 
cross-roads requiring clearing to open cart communication between the villages and 
their market towns. AH that is urgently required might be effected at a very small cost, 
and I am satisfied that the expenditure would in a very short time be more than 
repaid by the increased revenue that would be obtained by the 

Letter to Government, fresh land which the improvement of the roads would occasion to 
nto>y 7 l852^ 17th ^ be taken into cultivation. The local fund discussed in my letter 
noted in tho margin would be of the utmost importance to the 
Badamee and Bagulkote talookas. 

73. But in the case of Bugulkote, particularly where the climate is uncertain, and 
the crops very liable to failure, irrigation is a subject of much greater importance even 
than Foads. The deep soils of the spacious plain through which the Krishna Hows would 
be unsurpassed in fertility could we supply to them the meaus of irrigation. At pre¬ 
sent they are comparatively valueless and unproductive, yielding merely scanty props of 
jowaraee and other dry grains, instead of rich returns of sugar cane, rice, and other tro¬ 
pical products, which they would readily produce with irrigation. Independent of the 
religious objection entertained by the Hindoo cultivators to drawing water from the 
sacred stream of the Krishna, the great depth of its bed below the plain, throughout the 
while of its course along the Bagulkote talooka, renders this plan of irrigation impracti¬ 
cable. Nor is water to be obtained from wells in the neighbourhood of the river, except 
at a depth so great as to make it economically useless for agricultural purposes. 

74. The only means, then, fot obtaining water for the irrigation of the plain of the 
Krishna, would be by damming the river itself at a sufficient distance up the stream 
to obtain a head of water, that might be led off by a canal to overflow the portion of the 
plain situated within the limits of the Bagulkote talooka. I have ekaffiined the Course 
of the river with a view to this object, for many miles above the Bagulkote talooka, and 
fouiid at the towrt of Gulgnlteh, in the Uthnee talooka, an eminently favorable position 
for the construction of a bundara. At this spot the river precipitates itself over a ledge 
of hard sandstone rock, which already forms a natural dam, and retains the up-stream 
water at an elevation of several feet higher than the level of the river below. Great 
part of this ledge is already probably a8 high as the bundara, would require to be 
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built, so that the work would be limited to building a masonry wall across the channels, 
which the river in the course of ages has worn through the barrier-rock. The cost of the 
bundara itself would be wonderfully small, with reference to the size of the river, but the 
irrigation canal, or canals, should it be deemed desirable to irrigate the land on both 
banks of the river, would require to be taken along the bed of the river for a considera- 
ble.distance, in consequence of the banks being here high and rocky, and the retaining 
walls for these canals would be heavy works. Taken altogether, however, the site ap¬ 
peared to me a most eminently favourable one for the construction of a bundara, and I 
doubt whether another equally so could be found between Kooroondwar and the 
Magullaee border. 

75. I had no opportunity of taking a set of levels between Gulgulleh and the plain 
of the Bagulkote talooka, to ascertain the proper height for the bundara required 
for the irrigation of the latter,, but, roughly judging by the fall of the river between 
the two places, it is my opinion that an examination of the ground would show 
the scheme to be perfectly feasible, and that a very moderate height would suffice. 
It seemed to me that the bundara at no place would require to be built above 
10 feet in height, so that the obstruction it could cause to the river would be quite 
inconsiderable, and in consequence there could be no difficulties experienced in the 
construction of the work itself, or chance of its being seriously injured or carried away 
by the river during floods. The sandstone rock upon which the bundara would be 
built is as durable as granite itself, and would supply in abundance on the spot the 
material for its construction. 

76. Iu regard to the supply of water, the Krishna at the place where the bundara is 
proposed to be built is, as you are aware, a very large river, of several hundred yards 
across, aud its stream never dries up entirely, though towards the end of the hot season 
it becomes comparatively insignificant, Between, however, the months of June and 
November, or during a period sufficient fbr bringing rice and other early crops to 
maturity, the supply may be considered to be practically unlimited, and would be 
determined by the size to be given to the irrigation canals. I apprehend that during 
this season there would be an ample supply of water for the irrigation of 30,000 acres of 
land." For the rest of the season it would suffice for the irrigation of a less but still 
large breadth of land cultivated with sugar cane, wheat, and other cold weather crops. 
Should the plain of the Bagulkote talooka above the junction of the Gutpurba and 
Krishua rivers not prove sufficiently extensive for the consumption of the whole supply 
of water, a second canal of irrigation might be led from the bundara along the 
north bank of the river, for the use of the villages of the Sattara Territory and Solapoor 
Collectorate situated along that bank, as for the Nizam’s border. There would, there¬ 
fore, be no lack of land to be irrigated. 

77. Land irrigated from the canals could pay with ease water-rates varying from 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 6, according to the descriptions of crop grown; and I am taking a low average 
in assuming that every acre of land irrigated would yield a revenue of at least Rs. *2h 
over and above the jerayet rate now paid to Government when it is cultivated. And if 
we only suppose 20,000 acres irrigated, instead of the much larger number for which I 
believe the supply of water would suffice, this would yield a clear additional revenue of 
Rs. 50,000 per annum, which represents at 5 percent, a capital of ten lacs of rupees. 
Government, then, in my humble opinion, might safely incur an expenditure of ten lacs 
on the work, but I am inclined to think that the actual cost would be very far short of this, 
and that without reference to the immense benefits it would confer in placing so consi¬ 
derable a portion of the talooka beyond the possibility of suffering from failures of the 
harvest, it might most safely be undertaken as a mere financial speculation. 

78. The Krishna river, though the chief, is not the only source from which a supply 
of water could be obtained for the irrigation of the Bagulkote talooka. The Gutpurba 
river passes almost through the centre of the district, and though a much smaller stream 

10 
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than the Krishna, is still a river of considerable size, which incapable of yielding a large 
supply of water for irrigation. I have also examined part of its course, with a view to 
the discovery of a suitable locality for a bundara, and found one at the village of Moo- 
nal, immediately below the town of Bagulkote, very similar to that of Gulgulleh, already 
described, but perhaps even more favourable. The bed of the Gutpurba, like that of 
the Krishna at Gulgulleh, is here crossed by a ledge of sandstone rock, which would 
form an admirable foundation for a bundara, and furnish excellent material for its 
construction. A moderate height of 10 or 12 feet to the work would, I am inclined 
to think, (fori had no opportunity of taking levels,) suffice to secure a head of water that 
would overflow the lower portion of the plain of the Gutpurba beyond the Yerkul Hills, 
down to its junction with the Krishna, and also the plain of the latter river to any dis¬ 
tance for which the supply of water might suffice. The Moonal bundara and subsidiary 
works would cost a small sum compared with the works proposed for the Krishna, and 
they are, I think, even more promising as financial speculations. 

79. Should these works, on examination, be found feasible, and be constructed, they 
would convert Bagulkote, which is now almost the poorest and most unproductive 
talooka of your Collectorate, into one of the richest. The new roads, being opened out 
by Napanee and the Phonda Ghaut, and by Kurar and Cbiploon, to the coast, would 
afford ready outlets for the transport to Bombay'of the valuable Reports it would then 
produce, and so prevent all chance of the scheme failing through want of a market 
to take off the increased produce. It is also a matter well deserving of consideration, 
that the population of the Southern Mahratta Country, and the Deccan generally, is fast 
increasing, and will inevitably be straitened for subsistence at no distant date, unless the 
soil can be made to yield a larger and larger produce, in proportion to the increasing 
numbers of the people. But the climate of the whole of this tract is so subject to drought, 
that it is only by additional means of irrigation that any great and reliable supply can 
he looked for. To provide, then, the means of irrigation on a large scale, wherever this 
can be done, seems in these provinces to be especially the duty of Government, while the 
almost marvellous success which has attended similar undertakings in the North-west 
and Madras territories removes all ground for hesitation as to the expediency of proceed¬ 
ing with the task. 

80. The Mulpurba river passes through the Badainee talooka ; but I have not 
examined its course with sufficient care to lie able to point out any particular spot from 
which water for the irrigation of the Badamee villages could be obtained from it. From 
the rocky character and comparative shallowness of its bed, however, I am satisfied that 
they could he found. Above the town of Manowlee, in the Purrusgur talooka, and close 
to Eiwulec, in the Hoongoond talooka, bundaras for irrigation could be constructed upon 
this river; but I am not sufficiently acquainted with the position and extent of the lands 
that could he irrigated from them to offer an opinion as to the advantage of proceeding 
with their construction. The whole course of the Mulpurlm, however, is worthy of 
examination, with a view to ascertain its capabilities of affording water for irrigation. 

81. In closing this report, I beg to explain that the unusual delay that has occurred 
in its preparation has been owing to the length of time taken by the late Badamee 
Mamlutdar to furnish me with returns of the survey settlement, on which subject 
I had the honor of addressing you in my letter of 18th December last, No. 36. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. WINGATE, 

Revenue Survey Commissioner, 

Late Superintendent Revenue Survey' Southern Mahratta Country. 



APPEN 

Revenue Statement for 


Statement showing 


the number of Government Villages in the Badamee Talooka, from 1818-19 uj 
Land, together with the Assessment, Remissions, and Collections on 



1843- 44 

1844- 45 

1845- 46 

1846- 47 

1847- 48 

1848- 49 

1849- 50 


General Average 


Average for last 
10 years, from 
1840-41 to 1849-50 


136 67,928 6S,155 3,646 (67,769; 63,376 1 153 1,134 | 64,50 9 50,814 


11 ! 5,386; 3,079 86 5,3S6j 1,993 j .. 


1,993 1,295 


1. Fractions of Acres and Rupees are omitted in this Statement. 

2. The Cultivation for the first five years of the period shown in this Statement was recorded in the old Native Land Measure 
0. The 11 Villages entered separately in the Statement from the year’ 1836-37 were never measured before the present survey 

been obtained approximately by calculation. 

4. The entries for 136 Villages from 1818-10 till 1849-50, in columns 3, 4, 5, and 10, correspond with the Diagram in the bo 

5. The Net Revenue entered in column 23 is that fixed for collection at each Annual Settlement, but a fraction of it, cxceedi 

6. This Statement has been compiled from similar Statements for each Village, prepared from the Village Revenue Accounts 

from the Survey Department, and is, I believe, as nearly correct as the nature of the data will admit. It certain!] 




































































































>IX A 


THE BaDAMEE TaLOOKA. 


to the present time, the extent of Government Land, Cultivated and Waste, and of Alienated 
iccount of the same, for the 32 years contained in the above period. 


rnhexti 

&.TED A 

Land, Cul- 
nd Waste. 

Jodi 

e Land. 

Stjry Enam and Mahal 
Jodee Land. 

Government and Alienated 
Lands together. 

n of 
ns Nob. 
d 11. 

Net Revenue, 
being Sum of 
Columns Nos. 
10 and 12 . 

Acres. 

Jodee 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Deduct 
Remis¬ 
sions on 
all 

Accounts. 

Net Revenue 
for 

Collections. 

Acres, 

Net Amount of 
Assessment on 
Surv Enam 
Land. 

Mahal 
Jodee Net 
Assessment. 

Sum of Columns 
Nos. 13, 15, 
and 19, 

Net Revenue for 
Collections, or 
snm of Column* 
Nos. 14,18, 20, 
and 21. 

3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

res. 

3,312 

3,212 

4,189 

•1,743 

3,505 

3,740 

3,153 

1,016 

2.016 

1,420 

1,247 

2,681 

2,337 

2,151 

6.395 
2,458 

6.396 
12,928 
6,400 
9,725 
6,437 
7,769 
6,488 
13,546 
6,578 
13,314 
6,639 
16.049 
6,680 
15,666 
6,639 
16,381 
6,605 
17,607 
6,504 
17,413 
6,509 
18,063 
6,552 
17,369 
6,610 

Rupees. 

64,411 

67,061 

72,754 

68,821 

68,127 

61,010 

55,349 

57,241 

67,250 

56,980 

56,863 

63,300 

54.425 
53,502 
63,644 
64,072 
67,368 
67,445 
66,072 

1,854 

67,533 

1,863 

64.426 
1,889 

69,090 

1,681 

66.226 

1,681 

69,639 

2,061 

68,897 

2,146 

68,164 

2,106 

65.671 

2 030 

58.672 
2,040 

61,208 

1,960 

67,182 

2,053 

72,598 

2,197 

71,386 

2,236 

32 631 
32,631 
36,973 
32,993 
33,047 
32,962 
32,694 
32,951 

32.873 
32,893 
33,048 
33,535 
33,703 
33,728 

3,863 

33,781 

3,863 

33.874 
3,863 

33,852 

3,863 

33,850 

3,834 

33,838 

8.785 
33,890 

3.785 
32,85.9 

3,643 

33,554 

3,642 

33,360 

3,565 

33,410 

3,565 

36,521 

3,565 

36,560 

3,565 

36,546 

3,567 

Rupees. 

30,759 

29,419 

36,186 

35,616 

34,733 

34.794 
3t,767 
30,938 
29,777 
28,772 
28,415, 
28,234 
27,755 
27,678 
27,854 
28,404 
28,365 
28,423 
28,843 

2.247 

28.795 
2,207 

29,009 

2,232 

29,284 

2,267 

29,490 

2.253 
29,353 

2,251 

29,480 

2,236 

29,885 

2 221 
29,828 

2.254 
29,634 

2,270 

29,494 

2.248 
29,644 

2,198 

29,709 

2.232 
29,661 

2.233 

Rupees. 

4,390 

4,299 

5,098 

4,946 

6,978 

6,336 

5,500 

4,283 

4,668 

3,863 

4.973 
4,870 
5,294 
5,483 
3,704 
3,408 
i,473 
3,546 

178 

3,624 

316 

3,639 

820 

3,551 

264 

4,594 

514 

3,466 

1G8 

3,597 

263 

4,154 

533 

4,198 

451 

4,819 

479 

5,110 

601 

4,254 

629 

3,852 

4.93 

3.974 
505 

Rupees. 

26.369 
29,419 

31.887 
30,518 
29,787 
27,816 
25,431 
25,438 
25,494 
24,104 
24,552 
23,261 

22,885 v 

22.384 
22,371 
24,700 
24,957 
24,950 
25,297 

2,069 

25,171 

1,891 

25.370 
1,412 

25,733 

2,003 

24.896 

1,739 

25.887 
2.083 

25,883 

1,973 

25,731 

1,683 

25,630 

1,803 

24,815 

1,791 

24.384 
1,647 

25,390 

1,669 

25,857 

1,739 

25,687 

1,728 

81,337 

81,337 

81,049 

81,173 

81,582 

81,627 

81,434 

81.522 
81,601 
81,525 
81,525 
81,531 
81,443 
81,397 

7,817 

81.523 
7,817 

81,413 

7,817 

81,446 

7,817 

81,615 

7,817 

81,848 

7,817 

81,283 

7,817 

80,995 

7,817 

80,305 

7,817 

80,136 

7,817 

80,091 

7,810 

80,033 

7,793 

80,007 

7,793 

80,002 

7,783 

Rupees. 

5,409 

1,794 

504 

369 

1,203 

918 

701 

690 

637 

462 

460 

460- 

368 

346 

358 

358 

358 

358 

318 

330 

35S 

328 

328 

328 

328 

328 

841 

865 

874 

859 

859 

Rupees. 

12,331 

12,899 

15,823 

14,952 

1 5,599 
13,949 
13,716 
13,949 
13,949 
13.827 
13,044 

13.944 
13,470 
13,620 
13,525 
13,794 
13,746 

13.695 

13.696 
2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13,696 

2,333 

13.945 
2,333 

13,371 

1,571 

13,871 

1,571 

13,371 

1,571 

13,871 

1,571 

13,371 

1,571 

Acres. 

* * 

2,37,180 

2,37,180 

2,42,210 

2,38,910 

2,38,134 

2,38,329 

2,37,280 

2.35.490 

2.36.490 
2,35,839 
2,35,821 
2,37,747 
2,37,483 
2,37,276 

18,075 

2,37,762 

18,076 

2,38,215 

18,080 

2,35,023 

18,118 

2,33,234 

18,140 

2,38,731 

18,180 

2,38,487 

18,241 

2,39,903 

18,147 

2,39,526 

18,099 

2,39,882 

17,986 

2,41,115 

17,879 

2,43,966 

17,867 

2,44,631 

17,909 

2,43,917 

17,960 

Rupees. 

1,03,111 

1,14,788 

1,22,268 

1,14,795 

1,13,882 

1,03,978 

95,414 

97,329 

97,383 

95,548 

95,321 

90,965 

91,240 

89,874 

89,886 

1,02,924 

1,06,429 

1,06,448 

1,05,423 

6 256 
1,06,708 
6,087 
1,03,822 
5,134 
1,08,877 
6,017 
1,05,146 
5,753 
1,09,550 
6,477 
1,08,804 
6,452 
1,07,919 
6,127 
1,05,574 
6,166 
97,699 
5,402 
99,828 
5,178 
1,06,817 
5,293 
1,12,685 
5,507 
1,11,303 
5,635 

10,203 

63,621 

31,874 

30,000 

4,311 

25,689 

77,071 

709 

13,784 

2,29 148 

1,03,803 

6,531 

1,950 

3,712 

2,239 

437 

1,802 

7,811 


2,061 

18,054 

5,813 

,8,736 

66,964 

30,786 

29,617 

4,901 

25,416 

72,774 

594 

13,558 

2,22,298 

1,06,532 

6,581 

2,051 

3,652 

2,240 

454 

1,786 

7,808 


1,992 

18,041 

6,789 


s, and has therefore been omitted. 

Their cultivation was recorded in the Native Land Measures, the equivalent Acres of which shown in the Statement have 
:ly of the Report. 

lg on the average 1,000 Rupees per annum, has never been realized, and has since been written off as irrecoverable, 
deposited in the Talooka Cutcheries, or among the Records at Kalludgee, under the superintendence of experienced Carkoons 
contains no error of sufficient importance to affect the accuracy of anv argument founded on the information it presents. 

(Signed) G. WINGATE, 

Revenue Survey Commissioner, late Superintendent Revenue Survey Southern Mahratta Country. 
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APPENDIX B. 

List of Government Villages in the Badamee Talooka , to be assessed as specified in the 
Tabic inserted after the 32nd paragraph of the Report. 


Class. 

Names. 

Class. 

Names. 

Class. 

Names. 

53 • 

1 Badamee. 


45 Muneenagura. 


9 Benhal. 

3 O : 

2 Kuttesgerry. 


46 Soorgeewod. 


10 Kudputtee. 

.§11 

3 Purwuttee. 


47 Konkunkop. 


11 Kutkinhullee. 

X . 1 
ca 

4 Kerroor. 


48 Hangurkee. 


12 Asungee. 


5 Mutteekuttee. 


49 Heerehboodeehal. 


13 Heyloor. 

^ -*-S" 

6 Moodkuvee. 


50 Kehlowdee. 


14 Ingunwarree. 


7 Timapoor. 


51 Simsagur. 


15 Boodungud. 


-. . 


52 Lingapoor. 


16 Hunumnehree. 


1 Adgul. 


53 Hunsnoor. 


17 Sagnoor. 


2 Bulgerrv. 


54 Kootkinkerry. 


18 Phukeerboodehhal. 


3 Kubulgerry. 


55 Chikmoochulgooda. 


19 Havulkod. 


4 Mootulgerry. 


56 Byodruboodeehal. 


20 Butkoorkee. 


5 Yergop. 


57 Naglapoor. 


21 Ranjunhal. 


6 Lukhmapoor. 


58 Khanapoor. 


22 Kulmuda. 


7 Muliapoor. 


59 Hurdolee. 


23 Aneegoondee. 


8 Jeknoor. 

o 

60 Moordee. 


24 Nagnoor. 


9 Shivpoor. 

<N 

61 Hunapoor. 

© 

25 Oomtur. 


10 Tuminhal. 


62 Togoonshee. 

d> 

i 

26 Hunmapoor. 


11 N eerulgeo. 

to 

63 Layudgoonda. 

r-i 

27 Chunnapoor. 


12 Boodeelial. 


64 Kotunhullee. 

to 

28 Rokudkuttee. 


13 Katurkee. 

<v 

65 Aloor. 

w 

29 Oblapoor. 


14 Toluchgod. 

Pi 

66 Podunkuttee. 

2 

ci 

30 Nursapoor. 


15 Nagurhal. 

a 

67 Seggee. 

PS 

31 Anwul. 


16 Anuntpoor. 

a 

68 Hooleekerry. 

a 

32 Yundeegerry. 

6 

17 Kendoor. 

15 

69 Kudputtee. 

3 

s 

33 Kurdehgood. 

9 

18 Nundikeshwar. 

a 

70 Moosteegerry. 


34 Kadurkop. 


19 Bhudranar Kunjaleehal. 


71 Oogulwat. 

cs 

35 Knlwundkerry. 

to 

720 Bacliiugood. 

G 

72 Hulgerry. 


36 Kudleemuttee. 


21 Ncclveegee. 

! 73 Mununtgerry. 

u 

CO 

37 Sheepurmuttee. 


22 Sheerbudgee. 


74 Hunumusagur. 


38 Jungwad. 

pi 

23 Govunkee. 


75 Supuskuttee. 


39 Belkhindee. 

S 

24 Neelgoond. 


76 Kullapoor. 


40 Simapoor. 

s 

25 Bunknaru. 


77 Koolgerry. 


41 Kainkuttee. 


26 Aldkuttee. 


78 Khanapoor. 


42 Krishnapoor. 

C« 

fc-N 

27 Simapoor. 


!79 Chirlehkop. 


43 Bhaslapoor. 


28 Kurdeegood. 


80 Aloor. 


44 Marunbusree. 


29 Putudkul. 


81 Neerleekerry. 


45 Jigloor. 


30 Kotapoor. 


82 Kaknoor. 


46 Ubbeegerry. 


|3I Subulhoonshee. 


83 Agsurkop. 


47 Moodengoodee. 


! 32 Mungulgood. 


84 Maluee. 


48 Modleegerry. 


'33 Nagurhal. 


85 Kullapoor. 


49 Koorhuttee. 


1 34 Rungsumoodia. 


86 Khanapoor. 


1 50 Kotbal. 


'35 Chimmulagec, 


'•87 Roan. 


1 51 Juklee. 








37 Hecrehnusvee. 


1 Busrukod. 


53 Halkerrv. 


38 Munnehree. 

9 9 

2 Bullehree. 


— -- 


.39 Sool. 

3 O 

a ju 

3 Munnoor. 


1st Class .... 7 Villages. 


40 Hooleegcrry. 


4 Iloolloor. 

a> -2 

2nd Do.87 Ditto. 


.41 Kugulyom. 

at £ 

5 Anuntgerry. 


3rd Do.53 Ditto. 


{42 Hoolusgerry. 

i? 

' 6 Belwulkop. 




•43 Lukuskop. 


7 Ileerehhal. 




44 Ekunchee. 

8 Hoongoondee. 


Total.... 147 Villages. 


(Signed) G. WINGATE, 

Revenug Survey Commissioner, 

Late Superintendent Revenue Survey Southern Mahratta Country. 








APPENI 

Revenue Statement for 


Statement showing the number of Government Villages in the Bagulhote Talooka, from 1819-20 up ti 

together with the Assessment, Remissions, and Collections on accoi 






Government Land in Cultivation. 



Goveb 

NMENT WAST 

Land. 

Years. 

Number 

of 

Villages. 

Acres. 

Assess- 

Deduct 

Remis¬ 

sions. 


Remaining on Account of 


Total. 

Acres. 

Grazing Farm 
Sheep Tax, an 
sals of Fruit 
Trees, Stc, 



merit. 

Dry Crop Land. 

RicB Land. 

Garden Land. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1819-20 

124 


Rupees. 

1,00,472 

Rupees. 

3,292 

Acres. 

Rupees. 

97,004 

Acres. 

Rupees. 

52 

Acres. 

Rupees. 

121 

Rupees. 

99,177 


Rupees. 

154 

1820-21 

124 


1,12.846 

597 

, , 

1,11,976 


52 


221 

1,12,249 


441 

1821-22 

124 


1,17,491 

2,726 

, . 

1,14,467 


61 


247 

1,14,765 


1,695 

1822-23 

124 


1,13,064 

10,594 

, , 

1,02 207 


179 


84 

IE2QB 


956 


124 



14,114 


86,088 


48 


80 

86.216 


1.030 

1824-25 

124 

77,445 

1,10.790 

28,397 

77.396 

82.082 



49 

317 

82,399 

56,886 

116 

1825-28 

124 

79,107 

1,06 836 

35,464 


70,974 

33 

57 

61 

341 

71,372 

56,222 

474 

1828-27 

124 

80 059 

99,334 

21,417 

79,929 

77,562 

49 

134 

Ha 

221 

77,917 

54,669 

634 

1827-28 

121 

75,648 

87,298 

45,444 

75,528 

41,579 

45 

98 

75 

177 

41,854 

57,426 

518 

1828-29 

124 

77,447 

87,672 

18,447 

77,323 

68 897 

38 

100 

85 

228 

69.225 

55,833 

620 

1829-30 

121 

74,672 

85 316 

34,867 

74,562 

50,253 

28 

136 

82 

160 

50,449 

58,734 

523 

1830-31 

12t 

73,387 


21,815 

73 302 

60,960 

38 

134 

47 

102 

61,196 

59,319 

830 

1831-32 

124 

69,887 

78,033 

26,752 

E 

51,035 

38 

150 

47 

96 

51,281 

62,782 

467 


121 



29,584 

E &! 1 

43,485 

39 

134 

42 

96 

43,695 

66,965 

409 

1833-34 

124 

65,447 

72,702 

■On] 

* i 3 

63,217 39 

139 

42 ' 

106 


67,048 

293 

1834-85 

124 

Bim. 

76,759 

7,911 

fi * • ’ 

6S.5321 89 


56 

177 

08 818 

65,425 

713 

1835-38 

124 

65.499 

73,412 

7,637 


65,589 

39 

139 

56 

167 

05 875 

67,602 

567 

1336-37 

124 

67,908 

73.787 

5,858 

67 811 

67,614! 42 

149 

56 

106 

67,929 

G4 944 

365 

1837-38 

124 

69,877 

74,409 

11,178 

69,782 

62 919 

40 

114 

56 

168 

63.231 

62 878 

721 

1838-30 

124 

71,195 

74,415 

13,601 

71,105 

60,518 

35 


HI 

167 

60 814 

62 018 

1,173 

1839-40 

124 

71 621 

73.348 

5,435 

71.523 

67,586 

42 

149 

56 

158 

67,893 

61,602 

664 

1840-41 

124 

71,622 

73.349 

21,821 

71,520 

51,211 

38 

136 

64 

181 

51,528 

61,189 

475 

1841-42 

124 

72,286 

72,931 

7,038 

72,1 SI 

65,618 

38 

103 

WEM 

172 


60,926 

691 

1842-43 

124 

87,523 

67,129 

2,106 

67,428 

64,728 

37 

126 

58 

169 

65.023 

66,004 

553 

1843-44 

124 

62,203 

59.850 

817 

62,108 

58,728 

37 

126 

58 

179 

M’J.'UPKJ 

71,835 

1,080 

1844-45 

124 

60,165 


613 

60.365 

55,180 

32 

111 

08 

179 

55,470 

73,612 

972 

1845-46 

124 

61,751 

55,900 

5,682 

lES’r 

49,929 

31 

109 

61 

180 

50.218 

72,501 

1,008 

.1846- 17 

124 

69,954 

61.009 

8,462 

69,857 


35 

122 

61 

185 

52.547 

17,936 

3,318 

1847-48 

124 

68,749 

58.978 

13,527 

luxffl 

45,158 

35 

119 

61 

174 

45.451 

48 641 

6,011 

1848-49 

124 

65,906 

67,818 

1,322 

65,810 

56,192 

35 

119 

61 

185 

56.-J9G 

52,065 

6.579 

1849-50 

124 


55,214 



53,202 

35 

119 

61 

185 

53,506 

53,895 

7,816 

General Average.. 

124 

G9,864 

' 

80,415 

18,464 

69,768 

66,667 

36 

110 

60 

174 

66,951 

61,125 

1,320 

Average for last 10 
years, from 1840-41 

l 124 

66,451 

61,626 

6,310 

66,355 

55,218 

35 

119 

61 

179 

55,516 

60,890 

' 

2,756 

to 1849-50. 

J 

_ 










1. Fractions of Acres and Rupees are omitted in this Statement. 

2. The Cultivation for the first five years of the period shown in this Statement was recorded in the old Native Land Measures, and has 

3. The entries for 121 Villages from 1819-20 to 1849-50, in columns 3, 4, 5, and 10, correspond with the Diagram in the body of the B 

4. The Net Revenue entered in column 25 is that fixed for collection at each Annual Settlement, but a fraction of it, exceeding on the t 

5. The Statement has been compiled from similar Statements for each Village, prepared from the Village Revenue Accounts deposited ii 

Department, and is, I believe, as nearly correct as the nature of the data will admit. It certainly contains no error of sufflciei 
































































)IX c 


'HE Bagulkote Talooka. 


1 the present time, the extent of Government Land, Cultivated and Waste, and of Alienated Land, 
mt of the same, for the 31 yeqrs contained in the above period. 


Government Land, Cul¬ 
tivated and Waste. 

Jodee Land. 

Scrwa Exam and Mahal 
Jodee Land. 

Government and Alienated 
Lands together. 

Sum of 
Columns Nos. 
3 and 13. 

Not Revenue, 
being Sum of 
Columns Nos. 
12 aud 14. 

Acres. 

Joodee 

Assess¬ 

ment. 

Deduct 
Remis¬ 
sions on 
all 

Accounts. 

Net Revenue 
for 

Collections. 

Acres. 

Net Amount of 
Assessment on 
Surwa Enam 
Laud. 

Mahal 
Jodee Net 
Assessment. 

Sum of Columns 
Nos. 15, 17, 
and 21. 

Net Revenue for 
Collodions, or 
sum of Columns 
Nofl, 16,20,22, 
and 23. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

Acros. 

1,34,332 

1,35,329 

1,34,728 

1,33,073 

1,33,279 

1,33,406 

1,32,706 

1,32,669 

1.32 642 
1,32,494 
1,32,603 
1,33,102 
1,32,852 
1,32,755 

1.33 213 
1,33,223 
1,33,102 
1,33,212 
1,33.527 
1,34,039 
1,34,067 
1,34,252 
1,17,890 
1,17,390 
1,17,971 
1,17,961 

Rupees. 

97,331 

1,12.690 

1,16.460 

1,03,420 

87,246 

82,516 

71,845 

78,551 

42,372 

09,845 

60,972 

62,026 

61,748 

44,104 

63,755 

69,561 

66.442 
68,294 
63,952 
61,987 
68,357 
52,003 
66,584 
63,576 
60,113 

56.442 
51,226 
55,895 
50,462 
63,075 
61,352 

38 606 
38,443 
38.214 
38,367 
38,508 
38,176 
38,349 
38,345 
38,338 
38.504 
38,590 
38.582 
38,602 
38 671 
38,766 
38,743 
38,737 
38,736 
38,731 

88.689 

38.687 

38.689 
38,813 

38.687 
38,687 
38,791 

Rupees. 

30,674 
38,263 
41,453 
37,970 
37,733 
36,008 
35,125 
37,153 
37,226 
36,981 
86,719 
36 908 
36,808 
36,760 
36 804 
37,572 
36,840 

36.869 
30,943 
36 845 
36,779 
36,872 

36.869 
37,047 
36.884 
37,077 
37,085 
37,120 
37,006 
37,023 
37,103 

Rupees. 

94,23 

13,634 

16,380 

13,870 

15.417 
14,651 
15,842 
16,206 
23,785 • 

17.502 
22,023 
18 972 
21.018 
19,067 
18,768 
18 988 

18.503 
18,059 

18,650 

18.418 
17,138 
19,633 
17,010 
17,820 
17,450 
17,456 
18,703 
18.047 
18,970 
17.251 
17,810 

Rupees, 

21,250 

24,629 

25,073 

24,100 

22,316 

21,357 

19,283 

20,887 

*13,441 

19,479 

14,687 

17,936 

15,790 

17,703 

18,086 

18,584 

18 337 
18.810 
18,393 
18,427 
19,641 
17,339 
19.859 
10,227 
19,434 
19,621 
18,382 
19,073 
18,036 
19,772 
19,293 

61,254 

61,002 

59,607 

60,218 

60,284 

60,259 

60,914 

61,112 

60,970 

69,974 

60,856 

60.834 

60,903 

60,939 

61,116 

61,111 

61,119 

61,145 

61,001 

60,850 

60,849 

60,709 

60,603 

60,763 

60,744 

60,617 

Rupees. 

124 

1,449 

160 

2,485 

V* < 

1,682 

70 

1,745 

70 

70 

1,725 

30 

•10 

1,515 

49 

70 

1,458 . 
70 

70 

1,425 

79 

79 

1,467 

70 

Rupees. 

19,443 

17,813 

17,534 

21,022 

18,265 

17.704 

16 714 
16,345 
12,78.5 
15,734 
13,770 
14,877 
14,387 
13,038 

15 657 
16,812 
16.917 
10,548 
17,201 
17,068 
17,094 
16,876 
17,164 

16 862 
16,989 

16.402 
16,762 
16,933 

16.403 

10.632 

16.632 

Acres. 

2,34,192 

2,34,775 

2,32,548 

2,31,658 

2,32.071 

2.31.839 
2,31,969 
2,32,126 
2,31,950 
2,31,033 
2,31,950 
2,32,510 
2,32,856 
2,32,365 
2,33,095 
2,83,077 
2,32,958 
2,33,093 
2,33,259 
2,33,578 
2,33,603 
2,33,649 
2,17,368 

2.16.840 
2,17,402 
2,17,400 

Rupees. 

1,38,024 

1,55.286 

1,63.516 

1,48,708 

1,27,827 

1,21,576 

1,10,328 

1,15.783 

68.598 
1,00,740 

79,429 

94,839 

82,195 

76,843 

99,198 

1,04.027 

1,00,768 

1,05,377 

99.598 
97,532 

1,06,807 

86,267 

1,03,677 

1,03,123 

96.606 

92,535 

86.798 

91,982 

84,980 

1,00,946 

97,347 

— - 

1,30,989 

68,271 




19,297 


614 

I6,r>68 

2,80 383 

1,04,750 

1,27,341 

58,272 

38,724| 37,009 

18,005 

19,004 

60,849 

484 

16,606 

2,26,914 

94,426 


therefore been omitted. 


verage 1,000 Rupees per annum, has never been realized, and has since been written off as irrecoverable. 
. the Talooka Cutcheries, or among the Records at Kalludgee, under the superintendence of experienced 
t importance to affect the accuracy of any argument founded on the information it presents. 


Carkoons from the Survey 


(Signed) C. WINGATE, 

Revenue Survey Commissioner, late Superintendent Revenue Survey Southern Mahratta Country. 
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APPENDIX D. 


List of Government Villages in the Bagulkote Talooka, to be assessed as specified in the 
Table inserted after the 59 th paragraph of the Report. 


Class. 


Names. 


!<? 

a? 



o 

c) 

i 


t/I 

W 

o T 

15 

a 

a 

'B 

cc 

s 

P 

CSJ 



5 tfi 

** 

0) 

u. c- 

cc PS 


1 Bagulkote. 

2 Salgoondee. 

3 Kudampoor. 

1 Moornal. 

2 Veerapoor. 

3 Anundulee. 

4 Yedeehullee. 

5 Chhubie. 

6 Soknadgee. 

7 Yekunchee. 

8 Shidnal. 

9 Undmoornal. 

10 Shindgee. 

11 N ukree Gondee. 

12 Sarkop. 

13 Buneedinnee. 

14 Behwinmuttee. 

15 Kudleemuttee. 
IS Sirngodee. 

17 Goliskop. 

18 Seeroor. 

19 Keerelisoor. 

20 Mullapoor. 

21 Kullodgee. 

22 Munadgee. 

23 Mudapoor. 

24 Unkulgee. 

25 Dyawunhal. 

26 Suvsee Khoord. 

27 Lingapoor. 

28 Anugwadee. 

29 Honnurlee. 

30 Kovvulee. 

31 Bawulutee. 

32 Booddehhal. 


1 Neerulkerree. 

2 Bennoor. 

3 Achnoor, 

4 Bhuguwuttee. 

5 Benkuttee. 

6 Munneekuttee. 

7 Honakuttee, 

8 Hairkul. 


Glass. 


o 

I 

o 


0J 

a 

pi 

s 

3 

a 

*£ 

ce 

Jfr 

s- . 
CO 


o 

1 


<2 

if 

cS 

« 

s 

SJ 

s 

S 

s 

43 

■w 

sf 


Names. 


9 Heerehshuleekerry. 

10 Chikshelleekerry. 

11 Toorchegerry. 

12 Hunmapoor. 

13 Toogulkuttee. 

14 Lukmapoor. 

15 Shardal. 

16 Malapoor. 

17 Govindkope. 

18 Khujjeedonee. 

19 Oodgultee. 

20 Kulluskop. 

21 Beelgee. 

22 Arkerry. 

23 Kop. 

24 Katurkee. 

25 Jankuttee. 

26 Kudputtee. 

27 Soomburmuttee. 

28 Soonugee. 

29 Algoondee. 


1 Aloor. 

2 Sheergoppee. 

3 Sulgeehal. 

4 Eelabal. 

5 Hodloor. 

6 Khoord Mormuttee. 

7 Yetnahuttee. 

8 Bahadurdinnee. 

9 Kundgal. 

10 Heerehgoolbal. 

11 Chickgoolbul. 

12 Mastehhal. 

13 Judramkoontee. 

14 Behwenmuttee. 

15 Sowlehshwar. 

16 Beoor. 

17 Buhurunmuttee. 

18 Sungapoor. 

19 Simapoor. 

20 Munknee. 

21 Nyeneglee. 

22 Budamyagerry. 

23 Chota Myagerry. 


Class. 


© 

■4 1 

I 

o 

co 

pi 

if 

£ 

s 

i 

s 

s 

■5 


24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 
64 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 


Names. 


Hundreegul. 

Hossoor. 

Nogurhal. 

Bummungee. 

Chitkunkop. 

Nagsimpgee. 

Domunhall. 

Dewlapoor. 

Hulloor. 

Bodkbindee. 

Tukulkee. 

Khivurtee. 

Guruddinnee. 

Dhowleshwur. 

Gooddinnee. 

Doodehhal. 

Bulloor. 

Badgee. 

Kwanteegal. 

Seggee. 

Sonna. 

Koondurgee. 

Solunmuttee. 

Rollee. 

Kumdal. 

Goondunpullee. 

Sungum. 

Mootuldinee. 

Heggoor. 

Govundinee. 

Kop. 

Chinwalkop. 

Hadrehbal. 

Lingapoor. 

Mungoor. 

Timmapoor. 

Gvvadeehal. 


1st Class .... 3 Villages. 

2nd Do.32 Ditto. 

3rd Do. 29 Ditto. 

4th Do. 60 Ditto. 


Total .... 124 Villages. 


(Signed) G. WINGATE, 

Revenue Survey Commissioner, 

Late Superintendent Revenue Survey Southern Mahratta Country. 





From 


To 


Sir, 


No. 546 of 1852. 

J. D. INVERARITY, Esquire, 

Collector of Belgaum, 

W. COURTNEY, Esquire, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 


1. Collector ot' Belgaum to Captain North, 
Executive Engineer Belgaum Division, No. 412, 
dated 22nd June 1852. 

2. Captain North to Lieutenant Colonel Scott, 
Superintending Engineer Southern Province, No. 
523, dated 23rd July 1852. 

3. Lieutenant Colonel Scott to Captain North, 
No. 3265, dated 28th July 1852. 


Adverting to the 21st paragraph of my letter No. 448, dated 6th ultimo, I have the 

honor to submit copies of correspondence as 
per margin on Captain Wingate’s proposition 
for making the Krishna, Gutpurba, and 
Mulpnrba rivers available for irrigation. 

2. As Lieutenant Colonel Scott says, the 
fact of Captain Wingate being an Engineer 
removes any doubt as to the feasibility of the plan proposed, and if the eye is cast upon 
the map it will be fc>und that the slope of the country on the right bank of the Mul- 
purba from the neighbourhood of Goorl Hoosoor, and above that town as far as 
Boodehal, indicates that a considerable part of the Nowlgoond talooka of the Dharvvar 
Collectorate might be irrigated by means of a canal cut from that river, but means for 
arriving at definite conclusions are wanting; and it remains for Government to decide 
whether Lieutenant Colonel Scott might not be requested to select the two Officers 
possessed of health and energy that he requires to carry out the necessary surveys, so that 
by the end of next fair season he might go before Government with a clear and definite 
plan and estimate. 

3. It seems to mo that the time lias arrived to test the practicability of converting 
the Krishna, Gutpurba, and Mulpurba rivers, which now drain off the waters of this 
Collectorate, to the useful purpose of filling the country with fruitfulness. The local 
knowledge and skill of Captain North, and the experience in works of irrigation possessed 
in an eminent degree by Lieutenant Colonel Scott, are advantages at the present moment 
which should not be allowed to pass away, and I therefore would very strongly urge 
upon your consideration the propriety of obtaining the sanction of Government to the 
employment of the means required by Lieutenant Colonel Scott to enable him to decide 
upon the capabilities of the rivers in question in reference to the irrigation of the 
country. 

I have the honor to be, See. 

(Signed) J. D. INVERARITY, 

Collector* 

Belgaum , Collector’s Office , 6th August 1852. 


To 


Sin, 


No. 412 of 1852. 

Captain C. F. NORTH, 

Executive Engineer Belgaum Division, Belgaum. 


In transmitting to you the accompanying extract, being paragraphs 73—80 of a report 
No. 165, dated 9th instant, by Captain Wingate, Revenue Survey Commissioner, I have 
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die honor to request that you will, when time permits, favor me (for submission to 
Government) with the expression of your views of the facilities afforded for the. irriga¬ 
tion of the Bagulkote or other talookas by means of bundaras across the Krishna at 
Gulgulleh and the Gutpurba at Moornal, and on the capabilities of the Mulpurba river 
for irrigation, particularly with reference to the Dharwar districts and the Hoongoond 
talooka of this Collectorate. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 

(Signed) J. D. 1NVE RARITY, 

Collector. 

Bclgaum, Collector's Office, 22nd June 1852. 


Public Works. 


No. 523 of 1852. 


Territorial Department. 


Fr 


rom 


To 


Sir, 


Captain C. F. NORTH, 

Executive Engineer Belgaum Division, 

Lieutenant Colonel WALTER SCOTT, 

Superintending Engineer S. P., Poona. 


I have the honor to forward for your perusal (to be returned) the accompanying letter 
in original, No. 412, of the 22nd ultimo, from the Collector of Belgaum, with an ex¬ 
tract from a report by the Revenue Survey Commissioner, recommending some import¬ 
ant works for irrigating the eastern portion of the Belgaum Collectorate. 

2. My object now is to show you that there is here scope for benefiting the country 
and increasing the revenue on a large scale, and to point out the utter inadequacy of the 
means at my disposal for attempting the extensive and tedious operations that would 
be necessary to exhibit the details of these projects in the form in which they should 
be handed up for the consideration of Government. I need not specify these details to 
you, but will merely observe that it would be economical in tbe end to employ a suffi¬ 
cient number of Surveyors and Draftsmen upon them, so as to complete them in one 
season, rather than that they should be subject to the interruptions consequent upon 
their being thrown entirely upon the officer who has the superintendence of the whole of 
the work in the division. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Sigued) C. F. NORTH, Captain, 

Executive Engineer B. D. 


Belgaum , 23rd July 1852. 


No. of 1852. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, 

Revenue. 

True copy forwarded for the information of the Collector of Belgaum. 

(Signed) C. F. NORTH, Captain, 

Executive Engineer Belgaum Division. 


Belgaum, 


August 1852. 
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No. 3-265 of 1852. 


To 


Captain -NORTH, 


Territorial Department. 


Sir, 


Executive Engineer Belgaum Division, 

Belgaum. 


I have the honor to return the correspondence transmitted with your letter No. 523, 
which has much interested me. Captain Wingate, being himself an Engineer, removes 
any doubt as to the feasibility of the plan proposed ; he probably underrates the extent to 
which the irrigation could be carried. With such a body of water as the Krishna, and 
such plains as exist to the south-west of the Bombay territory, there seems no limit to 
the amount of irrigation—and be it remembered that the cost of a canal to irrigate 
100,000 acres would not materially exceed that of one to irrigate 30,000 ; it seems there¬ 
fore that the supply of water could be made so cheap that it might be used even for 
the common cold weather grain crops during seasons of scarcity of rain. 

2. There are no terms sufficiently Strong to indicate the benefit which would arise at 
once from a good system of irrigation ; and the slopes of the rivers and expanse of the 
plains are eminently .favourable to such projects. 

3. But to carry out such inestimable improvement we must use means. I can only 
afford you probably one surveyor. I have no means of obtaining another, and it is there¬ 
fore most essential that the Collector should urge forcibly on Government the propriety 
of appointing at least two officers to make the requisite surveys. 

4. If we commence with inadequate means, the scheme will draw its slow length 
along for years; with the assistance of two energetic officers, appointed at such an early 
period that they could learn their surveying work, I should hope by the end of next 
fair season to be able to go before Government with a clear definite plan and estimate. 

5. I speak of Captain Wingate’s large scheme merely: if other places are met with 
affording anything like the same facilities, it might be well to ascertain whether Go¬ 
vernment are likely to be able to afford the outlay. But suppose they should not be in 
the first instance, and suppose we can carry out Captain Wiugate’s scheme in four years 
from the date of commencing our surveys. Government would then have (at his very 
moderate estimate) an income of half a lac to expend, which might be fairly asked for 
similar improvements. 

6. As I have had more experience in works of this nature than any person in the 
corps, I may, on inspecting the locality, be able to assist you in selecting the easiest 
course of proceeding ; but neither you nor I could do anything to purpose without further 
assistance than is at present available. 

7. I would therefore most strongly urge the Collector to press for the appointment 
of at least two officers possessed of energy and health. These are the only qualifi¬ 
cations I ask for; we shall then have three persons to carry out the survey, and it is the 
smallest number I can recommend, it being (among other things) essentially requisite 
that we should be quite certain of the correctness of the work, and a smaller number than 
three will not ensure this without great waste of time in running check lines. 

f have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. SCOTT, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Superintending Engineer S. P. 

Superintending Engineer's Office , Southern Provinces, 

Poona, 281A July 1852. 


(True copies) 

(Signed) J. D. 1NVERARITY, 

Collector. 
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No. 190G of 1852. 


Territorial Department, 
Revenue. 

Submitted for the information of Government, with reference to paragraph 21 of the 
Revenue Commissioner's letter, No. 1709, dated 23rd ultimo. 

2. From Lieutenant Colonel Scott’s experience and practical acquaintance with 
works of irrigation on a large scale in Sindh, the Revenue Commissioner is disposed to 
attach great weight to his opinion ; he would therefore beg leave to recommend 
his proposals for the favourable consideration of the Right Hon’ble the Governor in 
Council. 

(Signed) W. COURTNEY, 

Revenue Commissioner S. D. 

Poona, Revenue Commissioner’s Office, 12 Ik August 1852. 


Public Works. 


No. 9004 of 1852. 

Territorial .Department, 


Revenue. 


To 

The Right Hon’ble Lord Viscount FALKLAND, G. C. H., 

Governor and President in Council. 

My Lord, 

We have the honor to submit herewith a letter, No. 3391, dated the 4th August 1852, 
from the Superintending Engineer Southern Provinces, relating to plans and estimates 
required by the Collector of Belgaum for works of irrigation from the Krishna river, 
to water a very large tract of land in Bagulkote. 

2. Should your Lordship in Council approve of the prosecution of the work, and 
the services of two officers be necessary, we beg to state that there are no Engineer 
Officers available, and to refer to the list of officers of the line qualified for such employ¬ 
ment, submitted with our letter in the General Department, No. 7715, of the 28th 
July 1852. 

We have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. WADD1NGTON, 

Lieutenant Colonel, Commandant, 

Chief Engineer. 


(Signed) J. SWANSON, 

Major. 

Bombay, Military Board Office, 1( ith August 1852. 


No. 3391 of 1852. 

Territorial Department. 

To 

The Secretary Military Board, 

Bombay. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to state that the Collector of Belgaum has applied to Captain North 
for plans and estimates for works of irrigation from the Krishna river to water a very 
large tract of land in Bagulkote. 
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2. The projects bear every appearance of being perfectly feasible, but they are very 
extensive works, and will involve much, accurate surveying and levelling before any fair 
estimate of the probable cost of the work, in the first instance, or of the returns, can be 
arrived at. 

3. The subject is, I understand, before Government on Captain Wingate’s Report, 
but before any real progress can be made, the surveys are quite indispensable ; I have 
therefore the honor to solicit the Board to obtain the services of two officers at least, to 
enable Captain North to meet the Collector’s application. I shall most probably be able 
to send one surveyor, and I think I may fairly expect, with the aid of the assistance 
applied for, to submit the plans and estimates of one of the most important of the works 
by the end of the ensuing fair season : there are two projects specified, and more indicated, 
but the most that three people will be able to do will be to complete the estimates for 
one during the season. 

I have the honor to be, kc. 

(Signed) W. SCOTT, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Superintending Engineer S. P. 

Superintending Engineer's Office, Southern Pi'ovinces, Poona , Alh August 1852. 


No. 6287 of 1851. 


Territorial Department, 

m Revenue. 

To 

WILLIAM COURTNEY, Esquire, 

Revenue Commissioner Southern Division. 

Sir, 

I have placed before the Governor in Council your letter of 23d July 1852, No. 1709, 
and its accompaniments, being a letter from the Collector of Belgaum, and a report from 
Captain Wingate, explanatory of the revised assessment introduced into the talookas of 
Badamee and Bagulkote, under the sanction conveyed by Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s 
letter of 9th April 1852 (No. 3848). 


2. I have also placed before Ilis Lordship in Council your Memorandum of 12th 
August, No. 1906, and its accompanying papers, relative to the suggestions made by 
Captain Wingate on the means of irrigating large quantities of land by constructing 
mansonry dams across the Krishna, Gutpurba, and Mulpurba rivers. 

3. The revised assessment is sanctioned for 30 years, commencing in 1851, and the 
Proclamation provided for in the foot note to Rule 1, paragraph 84 of the Joint 
Report of the three Superintendents,* is to be issued by the Collector. 

4. Under the circumstances reported by Captain Wingate, Government fully approve 
of his having relieved the Desaee of the Beelgee Purgunna of the farm of the villagdof 
Son, and they sanction the money in deposit being refunded to the ryots: it must be 
paid into their own hands by the Assistant or Deputy Collector in charge of the 
talooka, who is forthwith to proceed to the village for the purpose. 


* Rule 1 to paragraph 84 of the Joint Report. 


1st. With a view to the improvement of the country and people, the Assessment now introduced by the 
Superintendent Revenue Survey has been fixed by Government for a period of 30 years, 

viz. from Fuslce to during which period the full benefit of every 

improvement, such as the conversion of dry into irrigated land, by the digging or repairing of wells and tanks, 
the planting of fruit trees, &c. will be secured to the incumbent of the land, and no extra Assessment levied on 
that account.* 


* Foot Note to Rule 1. 

A proclamation to the effect of Rule I should be published when the revised rates are introduced in the 
District, and every Patell should be furnished with a copy. 
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Roads ,—Captain Wipgate’s paragraph ”2; Collector’s 
paragraph 22 ; Revenue Commissioner’s paragraphs 18, 
i 9, and 20. 


6. A copy of the paragraphs noted 
in the margin will be transferred to the 
General Department for consideration 
and disposal. 


6. Government will take measures for giving at the opening of the' season the 

From Superintending Engineer, dated 4th August assistance applied for by Lieutenant Colonel 
1852, No. 3391, forwarded with letter from the Mili- Scott in his letter, of which the eccotn- 
tary Board, dated 16th August I8a2, No. 9001. parrying is a copy, to enable him to pre¬ 

pare plans and estimates for one or more of the works indicated )in <Captain Wingate^s 
letter. As Captain Wingate gives a guarded opinion after but a rough eye survey, the 
Governor in'Council cannot concur with Lieutenant Colonel Scotl and Mr. Inverarity 
that the fact “ of Captain Wingate himself being an Engineer removes any doubt as to 
the feasibility of the plan proposed.” 

7. Government have on several occasions, and more especially in their letter of 4th 
November 1850, relative to the proposed dam across the Dharna river in the Nassik 
Suh-Collectorate, evinced -their willingness to benefit the country by sanctioning the 
construction of expensive works of irrigation, even when the estimated results are not suffi¬ 
cient to yield what would be considered a fair return for the money to be sanctioned ; but 
before sanctioning any such work it is necessary that Government should be informed by 
the Military Board, not only as to the estimated cost of the work, but also as to the extent 
of land which the water obtainable will be sufficient to irrigate, and the quantity of land, 
khalsatand alienated,.which from its lay with respect to the head of water is capable of 
being irrigated with advantage. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. MALET, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 27 th September 1852. 
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No. 1192 of 1851. 


To 


Territorial Depart^r^t* 
Revenlr 


H. E. Goldsmid, Esquire, 

Secretary to Government, Bombay. 


•(■rotary to Revenuo Commissioner, 
\ugnst 1849 (No. 5012), forwarding 
of a Despatch from the Ilon’ble 
of 30th May. 

eretary to Revenue Commissioner, 
•September 1849 (No. 5560.) 


With reference to the correspondence quoted in the margin, I have the honor 

to transmit a report from Captain Wingate, 
dated 30th January, on the subject of surveying 
the Rutnagiri Zilla. 

2. The first question for disposal is, ap¬ 
parently, whether this survey and assessment 
should be undertaken or not: next, how far 
imerit, should, through its means, interfere with the existing privileges of the 
and protect the subordinate reiyuts from their extortions. 

The whole laud of the Collectorate, not absolutely sterile, may, the Superinten¬ 
dent remarks, be considered under cultivation”: this circumstance 
oigvnph. removes one argument which is generally advanced in favor of a new 
assessment, viz. that the reduction of rates will bring a large quari- 
1 bind into cultivation. This argument, therefore, does not apply to the Southern 
' : two questions, however, remain for disposal,—1st, Whether the present 
i. nt would, in some places, admit of being raised ? 2nd, Whether, if it would not, 
sufficient, reasons exist for introducing a revenue survey ? 

'A liether a revised assessment would, to any great extent, raise the revenues pay- 
ariy districts or villages, is a question which, with the little local information we 
it would, I conceive, be premature to discuss; but this is, I would respectfully 
■, a very minor point of consideration. 

The principle which is supposed to have generally influenced Government in 
>'■ revenue surveys, is the desire to ascertain the capabilities of the land and of the 
m connection with established customs, and to reduce or raise the assessment, as 
• ppear equitable, and consistent with the respective rights of the governors and 
objects ; and though it is very satisfactory, when in the prosecution of this 
!.mt and equitable principle, “ brilliant success follows the survey and revision 
of assessment,” and very possible that in the Konkun “ the unpro- 
i.':raph. mising financial prospects of a survey will (not) be compensated by 
any immediate or marked improvement,” still, 1 submit, if the Govern- 
tnands upon this district are too heavy, they should be reduced: not to do this, 
i<e. to continue to subject this already impoverished district to an assessment 


. a < 

U 


, in many places, a rack-rent, and that merely because the result would not be an 
o( revenue : such a principle I respecfully trust that Government will not adopt. 
Ul revenue officers who have had any practical acquaintance with the Southern 
will, probably, admit that its assessment is very unequal, and in some places 
ruinously high. Captain Wingate thus writes : “ there are other features 
of the existing state of things open to objection, and seeming to call 
for change or improvement. In both khotee and kowlargee villages, 
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the assessment is generally complained of, as being oppressively high, and I think must 
have the effect of preventing the improvement of the land “ the garden assessment is 
often injuriously high “ it would be a desirable preliminary to revise the assessment of 
all garden lands” before Government pledge itself not to assess any new gardens. 

7. The same officer again thus writes :—“The present assessment of a large propor¬ 

tion of the Ivonkun villages is believed to be very burdensome, and it is 
73rd paragraph. probable that it would admit of being increased in very few instances 
indeed: a revision of assessment would most probably, therefore, 
occasion a considerable reduction of revenue.” I trust, however, that his Lordship in 
Council will coincide in the very just remark which follows :—“ this, however, forms no 
valid reason against a revision, if found necessary for the welfare of the district.” 

8. The Superintendent then proposes to undertake “ an experimental survey and 

assessment of detached villages, several of which are now under Go- 
75th paragraph. vernment management, owing to the khotes having failed to discharge 

7i;th paragraph their assessment,” and for this duty Captain Wingate proposes to 

detach “ a single officer, of judgment and experience, with a small, bat 
efficient establishment of measurers, and a few classers,” who would, in bis opinion, 
suffice for the prosecution of the experiment, which might be brought to a close at the 
end of one or two seasons. 


9. While extremely reluctant to differ in opinion from an officer of the Superin¬ 
tendent’s experience and judgment, I arn unable to concur in this proposition, which in 
reality throws over the question of the survey, and instead of taking up a whole talooka, 
which would appear sufficiently small as a commencement for a department so efficiently 
conducted as Captain Wingate’s, would limit its operations “to a few detached 
villages:” neither am 1 certain what “experiment,” is to be tried: that the Konkun 
assessment is very unequal, and in many places ruinously heavy, hardly admits of dis¬ 
pute ; even, therefore, though the few detached villages'in question should afford no 
remarkable instances of under or over assessment, no one would be thence persuaded 
that the Konkun generally was equitably assessed. I trust, therefore, that Government 
will allow the “experiment” (if such it be) to embrace at least one talooka; .and, con¬ 
sidering the novelty of the country, and the peculiarity of its features, tenures, and popu¬ 
lation, I should hope that the Superintendent would conduct the operations in person. 
His judgment and practical experience would probably be in greater requisition here 

than in anv other district. 

* 


10. The question whether and how far Government should interfere with the khotes 

and their tenants, is necessarily subordinate to that of whether the 
40thparagraph. survey is to be undertaken or not; and at this stage of the matter, it 
would be superfluous to enter into any minute questions on this part 
of the subject. The reiyuts of the Konkun are of various classes, and the same rules 
will not apply to all, The dharakurees, and the merasdar mhars, arc of more ancient 
standing than the khotes themselves; and their rights are, or can be clearly defined. 
Of the other reiyuts, some have rights, which if not so clearly defined, yet do exist, 
and should lie inquired into and protected, in order that their subjec- 
48th paragraph. tion to the khote may not, in practice, be as complete as that of tenants- 
at-will, put in by him or his ancestors, and who have subjected them¬ 
selves to any terms which the khote chose to impose. 

11. The khotes are of almost every caste and every condition in life : some are poor 

peasants—some are men of wealth and intelligence : that all these men 
17thparagraph. cannot justly be subjected to the same sweeping condemnation will, 
perhaps, be admitted ; but, till a light and equitable assessment is im¬ 
posed on the Konkun, it is evident that many khotes must be bad landlords: where the 
head landlord extorts more than his share, each subordinate must, for self-preservation, 
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extort from the next below hiih. The way to give khote and tenant a fair chance, is 
for Government to reduce its demands wherever they exceed a fair proportion of the 
produce. When this is done, die khotes will be able to deal liberally with their tenants, 
which now in many instances they cannot possibly do. 

12. 1 should be sorry, therefore, to see Government resort to so “ extreme a 

measure” as “ the total abolition of' all the rights and privileges of the 
5Gth paragraph. khotes.” I cannot suppose that there would be any great difficulty in 
modifying and controlling the power of the khotes ; but I do not think 
that “ this desirable end can be accomplished without the aid of a survey,” and this 
assertion is supported by the fact that,, since the possession of the Konkun by the British, 
this desirable object has hitherto been unattained. 

13. In dealing with t!ie rights and privileges of the khotes, it is well to bear in mind 

that “ the circumstances of the Konkun are peculiarly those in which 
72nd paragraph. the utmost circumspection should be used before determining or alter¬ 
ing a state of things which has subsisted in most parts for nearly a 
century,” and perhaps in many fora much longer period. The fact,, however, that the 
“survey took place many years ago,” in no degree militates against the right of Govern¬ 
ment to institute a ’new one whenever it may see! occasion to do so, and every khote or 
dharakurree in the Konkun will readily admit the right of Government 
Nth paragraph. to alter his payments at the next survey, an event to which frequent 
reference is made in kowls, and almost all documents of a prospec¬ 


tive character. 

14. I quite agree with the Superintendent that all gratuitous service exacted from 

hereditary tenants should be abolished : where a reiyut, however, has 
"list paragraph. come into a village, and agreed to take a field on certain terms, inclu¬ 
sive of a certain amount of manual labour, such labour is not really 
gratuitous —it is part of the rent of his field. I also fully concur with the Superin¬ 
tendent that it, is necessary to define the respective rights of the khote 
52nd paragraph. and bis tenant, but I may here express a respectful hope, that the fact 
that the former have “rights’ as well as the latter, will be borne in 
mind; ariTl that if the Konkun has suffered from too heavy assessment, the khotes are 
not answerable for the extreme poverty of the people, with whom they are in many cases 
fellow-sufferers from the same cause. 

15. Government will, I doubt not, concur in the Superintendent’s opinion, that the 

grain rental should be everywhere replaced by a fixed money rent. 

paragraphs. This desirable reform has, I believe, long occupied the attention of 
Government. 

1G. la conclusion, I can only express a respectful hope that Government will sanc¬ 
tion the immediate survey and assessment of at least one talooka in the Southern Kon¬ 
kun ; which work, if intrusted to Captain W ingate, the latitude and discretionary power 
solicited may safely be granted : that a fixed money payment be 
7(ith paragraph. substituted for a grain rental; that the respective rights and pri¬ 
vileges of the khotes and reiyuts, of whatever class and description, be 
fully inquired into and clearly defined, and gratuitous service of hereditary reiyuts be 
abolished. 

17. I have the honor to transmit the original correspondence received with the 
report, and to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. II. TOWNSEND, 
Revenue Commissioner, Southern Division. 


Nassik Districts , Devalue Commissioner’s Camp, 
Sinniir, 10 th March 1851. 
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NA 44 J 851- 

To 

E. H. Towwitor* KsouireP? 

xvcvtiHie OSmirdlsajoner, Southern Division. 

Sin, 

1 have now the honor to submit my turnon and report on the question of undertaking 
a survey and revision of assessment of the Rutnagiri Collectorate, in compliance with 
the instructions contained in your communications, Nos. 3310 and 3727, dated respect¬ 
ively 22nd August and 26th September 1849. 

2. The preparation of this report has been unavoidably delayed till now, to enable me 
to collect information, and owing to my late absence ou leave to Europe. 

3. Mr. Coles, the Collector of Rutnagiri, has furnished me with the full and well- 
selected collection of papers noted below, relating to the landed tenures and revenue 
management ofli is charge. These papers contain, I understand, nearly everything of 
importance that has been writteu ou these subjects, from the accession of our Govern¬ 
ment up to the present time.* They are, as far as practicable, arranged according to 
dates in the following list, and will be found in the same order in the compilation,* which 
I think it best to forward with the present report, for the purpose of reference, as I have 
been informed that there is no similar collection either on the records of your Office or on 
those of the Secretariate. I beg that the compilation may be returned to this office 
when no longer required. 

Nos - Description. Conation. 

1. Extract from the Revenue Report for 1819-20, by the Collector, J. H.Pelly, Esq., 

No 573, dated 18th December 1820 . j_ 28 

2 . Government reply. No, 148, dated 23rd January 1821 . 29_3(j 

3. Further reply, No. 955, Gated 28th June 1821. 37 _ 42 

4. Mr. Commissioner Chaplin’s Report, containing information on the internal manage¬ 

ment of the Southern Kcuikun, and the origin and nature of the prevailing" 

khotee system . 43 _ (53 

5. Revenue Report for 1821-22, by the Collector, J. A. Dunlop, Esquire, No. 70, 

dated 31st December 1822, containing a history of the khotes, with sugges¬ 
tions for the improvement of the system of revenue management. 69_ 99 

6 . Government reply, No. 435, dated 25th March 1823 . 91_ 94 

7. Extracts from the Revenue Report for 1823-24, by J. A. Dunlop, Esquire, Collec¬ 

tor, No. 53, dated 15th August 1824, regarding- the revenue system obtaining 
in the Rutnagiri Collectorate, with remarks on the prevailing tenures, and of 
the Government reply, No. 33, dated, loth January 1825 . 95 _jgg 

8 . Government letter No. 2157, dated 7th December 1825, forwarding extracts from 

the Hon’ble the Court of Directors’ letter, dated 4th May 1825, to G. More, 

Esquire, Collector in the Southern Konkun, requesting to be furnished with his 
observations on the several points noticed by the Hon’ble Court in the 5th and 
1 I th paragraphs..... j 37 _ 199 

9. Hints lor the young Assistants to the Collector in the Southern Konkun, by R. C. 

Money, Esq. ] 94 _212 

10. ■'Report by Mr. Collector Reid, No. 94, dated 6 th December 1828, containing an 
account of the system of revenue management actually existing within the 
Rutnagiri Collectorate, with explanations regarding the mode in which the 
jummabundee is formed, and the principles which regulate the settlement_ 213—232 

11. Account of the mode of survey used in the Revenue Survey of the Kuriat Newre 

and Kele Mahals in the Rutnagiri talooka, completed in May 1827. 233—250 

12. Survey Report of the Rutnagiri talooka, by Lieutenant Dowell, dated 1st 

N ovember 1829 .. 251_402 


* Not printed. 
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_ T _ Pages of 

Nos. Description. Compilation. 

13. Extract from Mr. Pyne’s Jummabundee Report for 1830-31, with remarks on 

Lieutenant Dowell’s survey ... 403—442 

14. Collector Glass’s letter to Government, No. 29, dated 5tli May 1837, stating the 

origin of the tenure by which the khotes claim to be considered as wuttundars 

and landlords of their estates, with accompaniments. 443—460 

15. Government letter, No. 3810, dated 24th October 1844, forwarding extract 

paras. 26 to 28 from a despatch, No. 10, dated 15th May last, from the Hon’ble 

the Court of Directors, relative to the rights of the khote .. 461—464 

16. Government letter, No. 1710, dated 16th April 1845, to Revenue Commissioner, 

Southern Division, intimating that Government concurs in his opinion of the 
inexpediency of applying to khotes a legislative enactment for limiting the right 
of re-entry. 465—472 

17. 2nd Assistant Collector and Magistrate’s letter to the Collector and Magistrate 

ofRutnagiri, No. 2, dated 27th February 1839, expressing his opinion more 
generally on the subjects which comprise the numerous complaints presented by 
the reiyuts of the Anjumvel talooka.... 473—484 

18. 2nd Assistant Collector’s letter to the Collector of Rutnagiri, No. 5, dated 14th 

January 1839, reporting the result of his investigation on three petitions, pre¬ 
sented by the reiyuts of Anjunwel talooka . 485—500 

19. Mr. Coles’s letter to Captain Wingate, No. 1517, forwarding copies of Lieutenant 

Dowell’s report, and Mr. Sub-Collector Pyne’s remarks thereon, and affording 
further information regarding the revenue system and the privileges of the 
khotes . ...... 501—510 

20. Mr. Coles’s letter to Captain Wingate, No. 1687, dated 7th November 1849, 

regarding revenue arrangements in koolargee and khotee villages. 511—514 

21. Mr. Coles’s letter to Revenue Commissioner, Southern Division, No. 678, dated 

2nd June 1849, reporting the progress he had made in the preliminary inquiries 
entrusted to him, previous to the introduction of a Revenue Survey . 515—536 


4. I have carefully perused the whole of the foregoing documents, and was able to 
verify my impressions of their contents, as well as to obtain some additional information, 
during a fortnight’s tour in the Rutnagiri districts last season, when I had the further 
advantage of conferring personally with Mr. Coles, who had made the subjects under 
consideration his diligent study, and most kindly furnished me with much valuable 
information on the state of his charge. 

5. The tenures and revenue system of the Southern Konkun are fully discussed ill 
the documents just alluded to, and must be familiar to Government; but as the propo¬ 
sals I have to suggest bear immediately upon these subjects, I think it will place them 
in a clearer light if, at the risk of appearing tedious, I preface my proposals with a 
short description of the country, and the circumstances to which they are intended to 
apply. Iu doing this, I will make use, as far as possible, of the words of the writers of 
the above correspondence, and quote in the margin my authority for all statements, 
not based on my own observation, that appear to be of importance. 

6. The tract of country forming the present Collectorate of Rutnagiri lies 
between the Syhadree range of ghauts and the sea, from the Saveetru or Bankote river 
on the north, to the state of Warree and the Portuguese territory of Goa on the south. 
The total length of the Collectorate, from Bankote to the Rairec creek, may be estimated 
at 159 miles ; and its extreme breadth, from the ghauts to the sea, at 45 miles. 

7. The whole tract is hilly and rugged, but yet presents characteristic features in 
different parts. In the neighbourhood of the ghauts the valleys are more open and the 
hills less rugged than towards the central part of the Collectorate, which consists of little 
else than a congeries of rugged jungly hills. Thegd 'again towards the coast subside 
into elevated plateaus, nearly level, but rendered iff great part sterile by a capping 
of latcrite rock, and which are cut through by deep, narrow, steep-sided valleys and 
ravines, through winch.the various rivers and streams flowing from the ghauts find their 
way to the saa. These rivers are tidal, and navigable for some miles into the interior, 












[ 7 ] 


which has determined the situation of all the chief ports of the Southern Konkun, as 
Maliar, Chiploon, Rajapoor., and others. Nearly all the fertile land in the Collectorate is 
found along the banks of these rivers or salt-water creeks, in the neighbourhood of the 
sea; but its extent is very limited. The soil of the rest of the country is miserably 
poor, and consists in great part of a stiff, ferruginous clay, often mixed with gravel. 

8. Cultivation is of three kinds: garden, rice, and dry crop, or wurkus. 

9. The garden chiefly consists of cocoanut plantations, which are watered from 
streams or wells, although on the finer kinds of sandy soils, along the sea coast, the trees 
thrive with little or no water after having attained a certain height. 

10. The better kinds of l ice land grow also sugar-cane and second crops of rice, or 
some description of pulse or vegetables. In the villages along the creeks, many valuable 
rice lands have been recovered from the sea, by damming out the salt water by masonry 
walls, or earthen embankments. Most of the rice land of the Collectorate, however, is of 
inferior quality, and yields only one crop. As far as I have seen, all the level spots of 
land, iri situations where water will drain into them during the monsoon, have every¬ 
where been converted into vice grounds. This description of culture, however, might be 
still further extended by terracing the slopes. 

11. The great proportion of the cultivation, however, is “ wurkus,” or that of dry 
grains. This cultivation pushed over every part of the surface of the Collectorate, 
where there is soil to raise a crop at all, even to the summits of the highest hills. The 
wurkus land may be divided into the more level parts where the plough can be used, and 
the steeper slopes admitting only of cultivation by manual labour. The rice land is 
cropped annually ; but from the want of sufficient manure the wurkus requires fallows. 
The best kinds bear crops for five or six successive years, and then require a fallow of 
nearly equal duration. The inferior kinds require longer fallows ; and the .worst will 
only bear two crops, it is said, in twelve years. Lieutenant Dowell, in his Survey Report 
for the talooka of Rutnagiri, written twenty years ago, estimated the proportion of the 
wurkus under-crop each year at one-sixth; but from what I have observed and learnt, 
I should imagine that this i- now nearer one-fifth, or one-fourth, owing to the increase of 
population and the difficnLy of obtaining subsistence. The hill wurkus is not cleared 
of trees for citltivatiou. The trees are merely stripped of their lower and smaller bran¬ 
ches, and the crop is planted out among the steins; the trees being required to provide 
leaves for manuring the rice land. 

12. The whole land of the Collectorate, not absolutely sterile, may be considered to 
be under cultivation, either with annual crops, or with occasional crops, and fallows. 
Some small patches arc, indeed, reserved for the growth of trees in the barer parts, to 
supply branches and leaves to burn with cow-dung as a manure for the rice land, but 
these, too, may properly be viewed as under cultivation, and, so far as I have seen or 
can learn, there is now little if any unappropriated waste, which is never cultivated, to 
be found in the Collectorate. 

13. The Collectorate is divided into the five talookas of Soovurndroog, Arijunwel, 
Rutnagiri, Viziadvoog, audMalwan, and contains in all 1333 villages, hamlets, &c. The 
revenue management is either koolargee or kbotee, but the khotee system greatly 
preponderates, and the koolargee villages do not amount to one-tenth of the whole. 

14. Mr. Felly, when in charge of the Konkun, stated in his Jmnmabundee Report 
for a. n. 1819-20, “ that in the koolargee system each cultivator is understood to stand 
assessed at a certain fixed rental on die public records, beyond which nothing can pro¬ 
perly be levied of him.” According' to Mr. Chaplin, “ in koolargee villages the jumma- 
bundee is fixed, and the reiyut pays the same rent invariably for his land until a new 
Pahance (survey) takes place, but be pays it either direct to Government or to the head 
of the village for Government. Mr. Collector Dunlop, in his Revenue Report for 
1821-22, informs us that the hereditary proprietors in the koplargee villages of the 
Koodal Pranth are called gamkurs, or khutelees; the former having a right to the 
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management of the village, but both paying revenue alike, while those of the villages 
further north are styled dharakurrees.” Lieutenant Dowell, in his report on the 
survey of the Rutnagiri talooka, written in 1829, states that “the koolargee villages are 
those in which all the lands are held by dharakurrees, or independent proprietors. In 
these villages there are khotes or mahajuns, and other village officers; but they have 
no proprietory right over the lands of dharakurrees. The land is held on a tenure 
similar to the merasee, every field belonging to some person who is called a wuttundar, 
in consequence of possessing it, and from which he cannot be ejected while he continues 
to pay the revenue : the customs regarding these lands are nearly the same as in the 
Dekhan.” 

15. But I am not certain that these descriptions convey a complete idea of the 
koolargee system ; and I will, therefore, add a few words in explanation of my own 
view of it. 

16. In the koolargee villages, the whole arable lands were long ago appropriated by 
the members of the community, and the portions of land in the possession of each indi¬ 
vidual or family represented by him were registered at the last or some former survey 
as his dhara, or estate ; and generally still continue to be so. These dharas, or estates, 
are of all sizes, frequently consisting of fields situated in different parts of the village 
area, and sometimes of only one small plot, or even of a»single tree.* Each of these 
dharas bears the assessment settled at the last survey, which remains unchanged from 
year to year, until Government undertakes another survey and revision of assessment. 
But by inheritance, mortgage, and sale, the dharas have generally become greatly sub¬ 
divided, and have occasionally changed hands altogether since the last survey. Of their 
interior management, however, Government takes no account ; but requires that some 
one of the co-proprietors shall each year become responsible for the payment of the 
assessment at which the property is rated in the public books, which he collects from 
bis co-proprietors or their sub-tenants according to their own private arrangements. 
The tullatee, or coolkurnee, keeps an account for each of these dharas, or estates, under 
its original name, but enters in it also the name of the manager for the year. When, 
from disagreements amongst the proprietors, or from inability to pay the assessment, no 
one of them will pass his agreement to pay the revenue, the Collector attaches the dhara, 
and collects a share of the produce, according to the usage of the village or district, from 
the actual cultivators of it, whoever they may be. Attached dharas are also sometimes 
let by the Collector on lease to third parties, but the original proprietors, however, have 
been allowed to obtain the management again, on paying up any deficiency in the 
revenue realized compared with the regulated assessment during the time the estate 
may have been administered by the Collector. 

17. The koolargee system was in its origin probably reiyutwar, as the dhara was most 
likely all the land, wherever situated, in the possession of one reiyut at the time of some 
former survey ; but it has with the lapse of time become an assessment upon certain 
portions of the village lands, without reference at all to the persous by whom they may 
be owned or cultivated. The limits of these dharas, or even the parts of the village in 
which different portions of them are situated, cannot be learned from the public accounts, 
which only show the details of the assessment at which they are rated. They are, how¬ 
ever, well known to the dharakurrees themselves ; and from the fact of every part of the 
village lands being in the occupation of some one, I have little doubt but that the 
boundaries of the several estates composing it are very permanent. 

18. The koolargee villages are mostly situated along the coast, and the banks of the 
several salt-water creeks. They contain most of the baghavut or oart cultivation, and 
are extremely populous. The land has been greatly improved in many instances, by 

* In the village of Lanje, Rutnagiri talooka, there is a dhara consisting of a single jack-tree ; the annual 
assessment on which is three annas, six pies. 
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digging wells, embanking from the sea, and even by the laborious process of covering 
the bare rock with earth brought from a distance. They mostly enjoy the great advan¬ 
tages of a water communication with the markets for the disposal of their produce, 
employment for the surplus population in fishing or as boatmen, and easy access to 
Bombay. These villages are said to be generally more highly assessed than the khotee. 
Lieutenant Dowell states that in the Rutnagiri talooka the amount of revenue paid by the 
latter is Rs. 1-3-4, and in the former Rs. 3-8-9 per acre ; and adds, that a small part of 
this difference is accounted for by the comparative richness of soil in koolargee villages. 
The capital sunk in permanent improvements in koolargee villages is certainly vastly 
greater than in khotee; and with every allowance for advantages of situation, the chief 
cause must be sought, in my opinion, in the different landed tenures obtaining in the two. 

19. The khotee villages, as already stated, are by much the most numerous; and as 
upon the view taken of the khotee tenure will depend the nature and extent of any 
revenue and administration reforms, whether by means of a survey or otherwise, capable 
of being introduced into these villages, 1 shall make no excuse for examining the khotee 
system at considerable length. 

20. Mr. Pelly has stated, in his Revenue Report for 1819-20, that “the origin of 
the kliotes is not easy to be traced, hut it is believed they were introduced along with a 
grain rental no longer time hack than about the time of Nizam Shaw. The principal 
benefit arising from their institution is the facility with which, through them, the revenues 
are collected ; for the more respectable of them are capitalists, who lay out money in 
bringing new land into cultivation, and may be considered as a description of yeomanry. 
They may be separated into two classes, the wutlundar kliotes (as they term themselves) 
and the sircarree. The latter are liable to be at any time displaced by Government. The 
wuttundar kliotes, on the contrary, maintain that they possess an hereditary inde¬ 
feasible right, and that they cannot be dispossessed ; and there is this strong point in 
their favor, that under the late Government they frequently pawned, and sometimes 
sold, their offices. The older inhabitants, however, of the Northern Konkun ridicule 
the combination of wuttundars and khotes as terms irreconcilable, maintaining that 
as khotee means only ‘ nukta,’ farm or contract, to designate a man an hereditary con¬ 
tractor is an absurdity.” 

21. Mr. Chaplin, from information obtained at Poona, was of opinion that the 
“ khote is the farmer of the revenue, and is alone answerable to Government for the 
rent, and the reiyuts to him. He farms the lands at the Government assessment, and 
lets them out to the best advantage to the reiyuts. In letting the lands he is not guided 
by the rent fixed by Government for each reiyut’s land, but gets as much more as he can ; 
nor has the reiyut any right to it, except on the terms which he can agree upon with the 
khote; the only limit to the khote’s demand being the fear that the land may be thrown 
up without his being able to find another tenant for it. If the khote demands more 
than the reiyut can pay, the latter quits the village in search of a more liberal landlord. 
If the reiyut refuses to pay an equitable rent, the khote ejects him, and lets the land to a 
better tenant. Custom, however, appears to have fixed one-half the produce as the limit 
of rent, when the khote and the reiyut cannot agree on any other settlement. The 
khote exhibits uniformly every year in his accounts the Sircar’s total jummabundee, 
whatever lie may have levied from the reiyuts, so that Government does not know what 
they actually pay, nor whether the khote may gain or lose by his farm. The khotes are 
believed to have arisen during the government of the Beejapoor kings, and their sunnuds 
of appointment are said sometimes to specify that the person is constituted khote of the 
village to restore it to prosperity. This circumstance, added to the meaning of the word, 
renders it extremely probable that the origin of the system was a kowl or istawa lease, 
granted to individuals of property, to restore the prosperity and cultivation of ruined vil¬ 
lages; but however this may be, it has grown into a regular established and acknowledged 
right of farm. The direct consequence of the khotwar system would seem to he to keep 
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the reiyut in the lowest stage of poverty. He appears to be nearly in a state of villenage 
under the kliote, and has scarcely any interest in the soil, since he neither gains by its 
improvement nor loses by ils deterioration. The khote has little further interest in the 
reiyut than he has in the cattle or implements of his husbandry.” 

22. These opinions as to the absolute proprietory rights of the khotes over the dis¬ 
posal of the land were given in 1820 and 1821, shortly after we obtained possession of 
the country ; but further acquaintance with the revenue system showed them to require 
considerable modification. 

23. Mr. Collector Dunlop, writing in 1822, stated that “some of the khotes are de¬ 
scribed as wuttundars, and others as having acquired the khoteship by mortgage of 
various kinds. The first, or wuttundars, are purely farmers, and are found principally 
in the villages along the ghauts. They are said to have had their rise from the dis¬ 
tracted state of the province, the revenue of which was divided between the Waree, 
Kolapoor, and Angria’s governments. These disturbances caused many villages to be 
entirely deserted, which were, therefore, farmed to any person who would engage for 
their revenue. These persons now claim, on the ground of length of possession, to be 
wuttundars. The cultivators appear to be generally becoming entirely dependent on 
the khotes, except those employed in the pagodas and religious services.” Previously 
to these disturbances, the whole province seems unquestionably to have been koolargee. 
The other description of khotes distinguished as not being .wuttundars, have generally 
acquired possession either by a single mortgage—the village to be released on payment 
of the debt—the produce “ being accounted against interest, or by mortgage for a term 
of years. Villages thus mortgaged have generally been koolargee at the time, and the 
mortgagees collect at the rate of half-produce from the cultivators who have pawned 
their rights as khutelees; but it is understood that there are many cases in which all the 
khutelees have not signed the mortgage bond, and these persons appear to have a good 
claim for restitution. I have also met with khotes holding under mhal or soobah sun- 
nuds, which not being held to confer a proprietory right under the Peishwa’s Govern¬ 
ment, should not be admitted under ours. The unfortunate reiyuts are asserted to be 
quite dependent on the khotes, which is at least true, according to the present practice ; 
but some representations were at different times made to Poona, when the Peishwa’s 
Government interfered, and settled the rates. It unfortunately happens that most of 
the hereditary district officers, deshmookhs and deshpandeys, are also khotes, so that it is 
difficult to obtain information; but the practice of the former Government seems suf¬ 
ficient to authorize ours in establishing rules to restrain the exaction of the khotes.” 

24. The cultivators or reiyuts in khotee villages (with the rare exception of such 
former dharakurrees as had parted with their rights under specified conditions, to which 
the khote was bound to adhere, such as to pay I4> 2, or times the Government 
assessment on their lands as rent to him,) were supposed by all the above-mentioned 
officers to be mere tenants-at-will of the khote, under the name of urdhelees, who paid 
hall the produce as rent; or khundkerrees, who paid any amount agreed upon to the 
khote, generally in kind. 

25. The same view of the respective position of the khote and reiyut was adopt¬ 
ed by this Government in 1825, as appears from the following remarks in the 
Government reply, No. 33, dated the 10th January of that year, to Mr. Dunlop’s 
Revenue Report for 1823-24 :—“ There appears to be no reason to doubt that the khotes 
were originally farmers (as the name still implies in common language), but it is 
equally plain that many, if not all of them, have long been considered as enjoying a 
hereditary claim to these farms. Whatever may have, therefore, been the origin of 
their title, they appear now to have acquired a right with which it would neither be 
just nor politic to interfere. 

“The Governor in Council is therefore of opinion that any improvements should be 
confined to ascertaining and securing the rights of the other classes, without setting aside 
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the claims of the khotes. If it can he ascertained beyond a doubt that a certain portion 
of the gross produce was—during some good period of the former Government, as in the 
time of Nana Furnuvees—the acknowledged rent due by a dliarakurree to his kliote, it 
might be rendered obligatory on the latter to prove his title to any further payment 
before he was allowed to levy it. The urdhelees do not appear to possess even a usufruc¬ 
tuary right to the soil which they cultivate, but to change from place to place as they 
are invited by favorable terms. With them it seems unnecessary to interfere by any 
rule on the part of Government. The competition among the khotes themselves will 
always secure them the requisite remuneration for their labour.” 

26. In addition to the right of levying what rents he pleased, the khote was under¬ 
stood to have the right, and to be in the habit, of exacting one day’s service iri eight 
from all his tenants, or at least all who were not dharakurrees, or could not establish a 
right to exemption. 

27. Such were the prevailing views on the subject of the relative position of the 
khote and his reiyut entertained by the revenue authorities of the Presidency, when a 
Revenue Survey of the Rutnagiri talooka was undertaken and placed under the superin¬ 
tendence of the late Lieutenant Dowell. The researches of this officer throw great 
additional light on the subject; but the record of them, completed twenty years ago, has 
lain in a great measure neglected on the shelves of the Rutnagiri office ever since ; and 
I am not aware that they h;jve been to any extent instrumental in changing the views 
of the khotee system propounded above, although the experienced evils of this plan of 
revenue management have brought about a general impression of the desirableness of 
some reform. 

23. Lieutenant Dowell, in his report of 1st November 1829, gives the following 
description of the khotee system as it then existed in the Rutnagiri talooka, which I shall 
extract at length, as the most perfect account of the tenure I have seen “ The khotee 
tenure is equally permanent with the koolargee, and possesses additional privilege. It 
is supposed to be of more modern origin (some villages have indeed become khotee within 
the last, eighty years), and that the khotes were the farmers of the village revenue, who 
were suffered to remain till the tenure became hereditary, and that the present cultiva¬ 
tors under the khotes are the families of the former dharakurrees, and of older standing 
in the villages than the khotes. They are usually called the kurdes, or tenants of the 
khotes, but are known among themselves as the wuttundars of the khotee villages. They 
consist of all castes, the koonbees being the most numerous, and they form the chief 
population of the talooka; each family, or each cluster of houses bearing the same family 
name, cultivate a portion of the wurkus land within fixed boundaries, and manage the 
crops and fallows without reference to the khote, who examines, however, at seed time 
the state of the cultivation, and goes round at harvest to collect his dues. The khotes 
usually divide the rice-land among their own family, each member of which holds also 
a piece of wurkus land like the other cultivators. 

“ The rights of the kurdes, as they are merely customers, are not the same in all villages ; 
the commonest of these are the following A kurde who pa vs his revenue cannot be 
ejected by the khote, nor can the khote. or any other kurde cultivate within his bounds, ex¬ 
cept by his permission, as long as he cultivates himself the accustomed portion ; if a khote 
wishes to eject any troublesome kurde, his only means is to assess his fields above what 
they can pay, which has been known to occur; the kurde, however, might still remain 
in his own garden, and cultivate the surplus khotee lands of the village, but if he were 
to settle in another village, he would not acquire wuttuu there, nor would he lose that 
which he had vacated in his own. If the family of a kurde fall sick or diminish, so 
that part of his lands be waste, the khote may place a stranger temporarily to cultivate 
his land, or may divide the waste part between the adjacent kurdes, but when the 
family becomes able to till their lands, they may eject the new tenants, or if they return 
to the village after many years’ absence, they may eject them ; if they never return, it 
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becomes gyallee land, and belongs to the kfiote. The jack-trees that gradually arise in 
the garden or field of a kurde belong to tl j khote, wno assesses all new trees from the 
year of their first bearing fruit, from half an anna to four annas each, according to their 
produce, those of Brahmins being assessed most lightly ; and each new reiyut that 
settles in the village is assessed by the khote for ghurputt.ee and gaom khurch. These 
customs concern only that part of a khotee village which is permanently divided among 
the inhabitants, and which usually consists of about three-fourths of the village. The 
remaining fourth is called gaweek land, and its annual cultivation is managed by the 
khote : it is generally the worst part of the wurkus land ; a part of it is cultivated by as 
many of the villagers (of all castes) as are able, for which they ask the khote’s leave, but 
he depends cliiefiy on strangers who come annually to rent pieces of gaweek waste, and 
who are called badeekurees and doolundees, and are allowed by the khotes some small 
abatement in their grain payments, to encourage them to cultivate. Some of these are 
wuttundar kurdes of neighbouring villages, and some possess no land elsewhere. The 
khote has no claim on them for the monthly days of labour which he exacts from the 
working castes of his knrdes at reduced wages. The cultivators of gaweek land resem¬ 
ble the oopurees in the Deccan, the khotes standing in the place of Government. 

“ The cultivators under the khote, both kurdes and badeekurees, are called urdhelees 
and teerdhelees; the share of gross produce to be paid by them is fixed annually in 
every field by agreement between the khote and cultivator, who go round together a 
few days before harvest and settle it, by estimating the quantity of grain each field 
appears to contain, both parties endeavouring to better their own bargain in every 
field. A third part of the gross produce is the share assumed as their due by the khotes 
in middling wurkus land, from which variations are made according to the soil, the 
labour required, &c. In the worst hill-land about a fourth is taken, in good level 
wurkus more than a third ; the uen grain, however, to be paid by each field is fixed 
in maivnds and pailees, the share to be taken being merely understood, otherwise the 
khote might be subjected to a measurement in over-assessed fields. In rice-land half 
is taken, and still more in the best rice soils, and the batty is measured, not estimated. 
The fees due to the mhar and gooroo are paid by the cultivators, which increases the 
real payments for middling wurkus to about half the produce. The kurde, too, pays for 
the annual sacrifices each field requires, but they are of little cost. 

“ In fields where the khote and his kurde cannot agree as to the produce, they appoint 
a tirayut of the chief wuttundars ; and as all the villagers are present with the khote at 
his survey, the payment is settled at once : this occurs frequently. The only check the 
kurdes have against false entries by the khotes, is their own recollection of the agreement 
made in each field. In cases of poverty or loss, the khote remits a little of the revenue, 
but not to a greater extent than four or five maunds in the whole village. In bad seasons 
the loss falls on the khote, as the kurdes pay only for the grain that thrives; and when 
the Sircar grants a remission for a bad season, the khote is consequently the only gainer. 
The contract of the kurde is sometimes for the field itself, without reference to the 
crop ; this is usual for the grain cultivated in the small gardens of the wuttundars, the 
payment being permanent in money. The Mahomedans from the coast rent small fields 
in this way to cultivate hemp for their nets, and the Brahmin kurdes, who till rice and 
level wurkus land, sometimes agree for the quantity of grain to be paid before ploughing. 
This last they call the settlement by khund, the money payment mukta, and the usual 
harvest inspection thul. To this annual survey of zeravut and bagayut may partly 
be attributed the low state of cultivation in khotee villages, since the kurdes have little 
motive to make improvements which would be annually taxed. These are a few of the 
customs concerning the land, and there are others which vary in different villages ; 
each village has indeed peculiar customs on many points, which descend into trifling 
matters, and are observed by the villagers, who are unwilling to depart from the custom 
of their village.” 
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29. These opinions on the respective rights of the khotes and their tenants •were 
formed by Lieutenant Dowell, after a minute investigation of the tenures and customs 
obtaining in each village during the progress of the survey, the results of which he has 
left recorded in several large manuscript volumes, all written with his own hand. Two 
of these I have examined, and the following extracts from them are given, as bearing on 
the question at issue, and as examples of the information they contain:—• 

30. “ In the khotee village of Oombree a kowl given in the time of Madoo Rao 
Peishwa, 1794 a. d., to a Brahmin, who made 1^ beega of rice-land from wurkus, by 
Myput Rao Krishn Mamlutdar, by which the Brahmin had the field for twenty-one 
years free, four years istowa, and subsequently one quarter enam, which is held to this 
day. Below the enam puttr is a proclamation that any one who will form rice-land out 

of jungul gurk shall have one quarter enam and-years free.” This instance of a 

Government officer granting land in a khotee village is against the hypothesis of the 
khote being absolute proprietor of the soil. 

31. “ A piece of land was sold to a person for 26 rupees a beega, and a meras and 
enam puttr given to him by the khotes and zumindars of three villages in which it was 
situated. In the enam puttr it says that he, the enamdar, having called together the 
khotes and zumindars of the three villages, and they having found a piece of land 
(bewarusa) without an owner, gave it of their own consent to him as meras, with a 
meras puttr; so that he became owner and enamdar at once. This was in Madoo 
Rao Peishwa’s time.” This case is in favor of the right of the khotes to sell, with the 
sanction of the hereditary zumindars, gaweek land, or that without owners; but with 
equal force might be used to show that they have no such right over the land of the 
kurdes, or permanent residents. 

32. The following is an instance of badekurrees acquiring a permanent tenant-right 
in a village where they do not reside :—“ The same cultivators call themselves wuttun- 
dars (hereditary landowners or occupiers) of Pattrut and Kohvun (two villages, the latter 
without permanent residents). They have the whole of Pattrut in wuttun, which is their 
first wuttun. They have also the whole of Kohvun in wuttun, but this they say the 
khote divided among them formerly, and so made it their wuttun, and they still have 
each their own field in Kolwun ; and the neighbouring cultivators ask them, and not 
the khote, about tilling the land. There is no khotekee gaweek land in either village, 
except the Wussar Gurhwanee (deserted village site).” This is a very instructive 
example of the mode in which a khote may assign away his gaweek land to tenants in 
hereditary occupancy or wuttun, most probably with the view of inducing them to bring 
the waste into cultivation. 

33. As an example of the- difficulties of obtaining correct information as to the 
various tenures, I would cite the following :—“ In Pawus Muhal, on arriving, the khotes, 
and coonbees, and mhars, who came to the tent, agree in stating that the wuttundar 
coonbees, who are the khotes’ kurdes, have no separate tikans (holdings) appropriated 
to each, and recognized and held in perpetuity by the coonbees under the khote, and not 
cultivated by strangers, except with the coonbees’ consent. This information is, I find, in 
Warree Nimboo, and in Waghrat, untrue; having found, by inquires made of single 
coonbees in the fields in those two villages, that the coonbees have all wuttun land in 
perpetuity, and every village in the muhal has therefore probably the same,—as they 
have in Ilautkambe and K<■ 1 e (two muhals or circles of villages). The khote and 
reiyuts of Chandwur stood a : >ng examination without confessing this, having been pre¬ 
viously instructed, probably.” 

34. Numerous similar examples might be cited from Lieutenant Dowell’s notes, and 
all tending to prove the correctness of the opinion held by that officer, that, with the 
exception of the gaweek or gyallee land, which bears a small proportion to the whole, 
the land in khotee villages is divided among and held in perpetuity by the kurdes, or 
permanent tenants, whom the kiiote has no right to dispossess; and from whom he can 

4 
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exact no more than the recognized share of the produce, and some additional cesses, 
according to the usage of the village. lam myself quite satisfied of the correctness of 
this view of the position of the khote and his perrnanant reiyuts, and, indeed, found that ail 
the khotes whom I had opportunities of conversing with privately, during my short visit 
last season to the Konkun, indirectly admitted that they could not appropriate the land 
of a kurde or permanent tenant, and give it to another party, without the consent of the 
former. 

35. The data collected by Lieutenant Dowell refer only to the Rutnagiri talooka, but 
I was given to understand that (he rights of the khotes are much the same in all parts of 
the Collectorate. They appear to me to fall very far short of an absolute proprietorship 
of the soil; and though the khotes hold among the members of their families much of 
the best land in khotee villages, they do so not in virtue of their being khotes, but of 
their being permanent cultivators. The rights of the khotes appear to me to be nothing 
more than might be anticipated to have grown out of their original position as farmers 
of the Government revenue. They were frequently, probably almost universally, at 
first, persons of some wealth and influence; and in the then disturbed and distracted 
state of the country the reiyuts were probably glad to have the khotes to stand 
between them and the revenue officers, and for this protection to put up with a good 
deal of oppression and injustice at their hands. 

36. In the course of time, by fair means and foul, the members of the khotes’ fami¬ 
lies became possessed of much of the best land, and the old proprietors were mostly 
obliged to content themselves with the inferior “ wurkus,” over which, however, their 
ancient rights have to a greater or less extent been continued to this date. In fact, so 
strong is the feeling of hereditary right, that, even in the case of a village peopled 
entirely by the efforts of the khote, the lapse of two or three generations would probably 
suffice to constitute a tenant-right in perpetuity in the opinion of the people; and any 
attempt on the part of the khote to oust a reiyut from a field which had descended to 
him under such circumstances, however acquired in the first instance, would be viewed 
as an act of glaring injustice and oppression. Any exercise by the khotes of absolute 
proprietary right over the lands of the permanent tenants, must, in my opinion, have 
originated in usurpation ; for even the dharakurrees, who are said to haue voluntarily 
become urdhelees, to escape the oppression of the Government officers, must have taken 
that, step in order to retain possession of their lands, or some portion of them ; and I do 
not think that any one familiar with the strong feeling of attachment entertained by the 
cultivators of' this country for their paternal fields, would imagine that any circumstances 
of exaction would induce them to relinquish entirely a previously acknowledged heredi¬ 
tary right of occupancy. The dharakurree, without doubt, assigned away, in some 
instances, his rights as a superior holder to the khote ; but, I think, for the purpose of 
preserving his still more cherished right of hereditary occupancy. 

37. I am, therefore, inclined to think that the exercise of a power of dispossession 
towards the permanent tenants on the part of the khote, may fairly be viewed as based 
on usurpation, whereas the rights of the permanent tenants seem free from any such 
taint, and to have either been inherited from time immemorial, or to have naturally 
grown out of their position. The claims of the permanent tenants appear therefore to 
me to have, prima facie, a presumption of validity that does not attach to the counter¬ 
claims of the khotes. 

38. The information contained in the compilation now forwarded on the relative 
positions and rights of the khotes and their tenants, appears to be sufficiently full for 
the purpose of enabling Government to decide as to the propriety of interfering for the 
purpose of adjusting or altering these; and I am of opinion that there is no necessity 
whatever for prosecuting further inquiries with this object, it being at the same time 
most unlikely that they would bring to light any important information that we do not 
already possess. 
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39. The tendency of our revernae administration has been all in favour of the khotes. 
At first we imagined them to he proprietors of their villages, and that all their cultiva¬ 
tors were merely tenants-at- will; and in consequence of this view the revenue officers 
usually declined to interfere for the adjustment of disputes between the khote and his 
reiyut, by which the khote gradually acquired increased power. More recently, when 
the real position of the two began to be better understood, the system of non-interfer¬ 
ence had become too firmly established to be altered without careful consideration ; and 
no decision, as far as I am aware, on this point has yet been arrived at, so that the 
khotes still retain most of the privileges allowed to them in the earlier years of our 
administration. 

40. Before determining the future position of the khotes, there are two preliminary 
points for consideration :—1st, The competency of Government to interfere between the 
khotes and their reiyuts. 2nd, Supposing this competence to be admitted, the desirable¬ 
ness of such interference. 

41. The first question may be readily disposed of, as it appears now to be generally 
admitted, both by philosophers and practical statesmen, that private property, with its 
rights and privileges, lias no other basis for its existence than the general welfare of the 
community ; and, consequently, that these rights and privileges may be modified for the 
promotion of the latter, in common with all other social institutions. All modern legis¬ 
lation proceeds upon this principle, whether acknowledged or not; and hardly a law 
can be passed which does not modify to a greater or less extent the pre-existing relations 
of the property affected by it. And in the case in point the privileges of the khote are 
neither of so long standing nor of such unquestioned authority as to require the observ¬ 
ance of unusual scruple in dealing with them. The competence of Government in its 
legislative, if not in its administrative, capacity to regulate the relations of the khote and 
his reiyuts may therefore be conceded. 

42. The second point demands further consideration, for although the miserable con¬ 
dition of the Konkun cultivator in khotee villages be notorious, this may not be wholly, 
or even chiefly, owing to the nature of his relations with the khote. My own opinion is 
that it is so only in part. The Rutnagiri Gollectorate is naturally poor. With the 
exception of a few inconsiderable strips of fertile land along the banks of its rivers, the 
soil is miserably sterile, and quite incapable, under any circumstances, of supporting a 
thriving agricultural population. The country, too, is over-peopled, and the wretched 
poverty of the peasants is in great part attributable to this cause. It is strange to find 
an overflowing population on this side of India, and the fact is, I think, to be attributed 
to the salubrity of the climate, and to the almost universal practice of inoculating children 
for the small-pox, by which the mortality from this disease, so great in most parts of 
India, is reduced within verv narrow limits. 

43. Considerable quantities of grain are imported from the interior, and also coast¬ 
wise ; and I believe the agricultural products of the Collectorate do not suffice for the 
support of the population. The Collectorate has no manufactures of importance : and 
under these circumstances, it is not strange that the inhabitants, especially of the inland 
villages, have a hard struggle for subsistence. Women, and even children, share in the 
most toilsome field-work equally with the men ; and the united labours of all often fail 
of supplying them with adequate food. The cultivators in villages which have not the 
resources of the sea at command, have almost universally a half-starved look, and many 
of them, I was informed, do not obtain a full meal for months together. The land cul¬ 
tivated by these people is so much subdivided, owing to their superabundant numbers, 
that it does not nearly suffice to afford them a maintenance. They eke out a subsistence 
by labouring for others, and cutting firewood, or they leave their villages altogether for a 
portion of the year in search of work. I feel satisfied that if the cultivators of this class 
were to have their present lands given to them wholly rent-free, they would not thereby 
be placed in easy circumstances, for the whole produce of the'land would still prove 
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insufficient for their support; and I think it possibie»that their numbers might in such 
an event so increase as to leave them at the course of a generation or two no better off 
than before. They are hard-working and industrious ; but the most resolute industry 
might fail of extracting an adequate subsistence from the sterile soil they have alone to 
work upon. 

44. It seems to require explanation how, with a soil inadequate to raise food for the 
support of the population, and without manufactures of importance to exchange for the 
food and other articles imported, the Collectorate not only finds the means of obtaining 
these, but of yielding, besides, a large revenue to Government. This is accounted for by 
nearly the whole revenue collected being again returned to the Collectorate in payments 
to the public establishments, troops, and pensioners; by the large number of Konkunees 
in our army, who remit a portion of their pay to their homes; the numerous Konkunee 
Brahmins in public and private service throughout the country, whose home remittances 
must also be considerable ; but the largest influx of money is perhaps owing to the 
poorer cultivators and labourers, who flock annually to Bombay in great numbers, as well 
as to all the surrounding regions where work is to be obtained, and return home again 
at the commencement of the cultivating season, with whatever they may have earned. 
By such means the deficit in the productive resources of the country is made up, and a 
subsistence is afforded to the existing population, as well as a revenue to Government, 
beyond what the Collectorate from its own resources could possibly furnish. 

45. It may be remarked here, that the practice which has grown up of late years of 
recruiting our regiments more from Hindustan than from the Konkun, has operated 
greatly to the disadvantage of the latter territory. The villagers frequently mentioned 
to me with regret that the recruiting parties now seldom visit them, and that many of 
their finest young men had been vainly looking for years past for opportunities of enlist¬ 
ment. Hereafter, when this change begins to diminish the present numbers on the 
pension-list, its influence will be still more disadvantageous to the industry, and also to 
the revenue, of the Collectorate. In a financial point of view, there can be no question 
as to the advantage of recruiting the army of this Presidency from its own territory; 
and when, in addition to this, we have to consider the grave dangeus to discipline that 
might, result from a preponderance of Hindustanees in the Bombay, as well as in the 
Bengal army, it may appear worthy the attention of Government to consider whether 
it would not be desirable to institute inquiries into the present system of recruiting, 
with a view to ascertain all the facts connected with it, and to frame whatever regula¬ 
tions may appear desirable for limiting the number of recruits to be obtained from 
Districts beyond the limits of this Presidency. 

46. Much of the poverty of the cultivating classes may thus be traced to causes in¬ 
dependent of the relations between the superior and inferior landholders ; hut it can 
hardljf be doubted that these also exercise in many respects a hurtful influence on the 
community. Owing to the undefined privileges of the khotes, and their disputed claims 
of absolute property in the soil, neither they nor their reiyuts have the advantage of a 
secure and fully recognized tenure ; and there is, consequently, little inducement to 
invest capital in improvements. This circumstance alone would suffice to account for 
the backward state of the khotee villages compared with the koolargee. 

47. The khote seems to be one of the worst of landlords, claiming a more absolute 
power over the soil than is allowed to him by the cultivators: his endeavour is to prevent 
the latter acquiring any additional rights, and to reduce them to the position of tenants- 

Vide 5th para, at-will. He is frequently so deeply involved in debt, and his wuttun so sub-divided 
Coles’shstter^t amon g 8 ^ numerous sharers, that were his inclination ever so good, he could yet do 
page 504 of nothing for the advantage of his village. He is supposed to collect as rent from the 
Compilation. cultivators, who are styled urdhelees, teerdhelees, and chowthelees, one-half, one-third, 
and one-fourth of the produce, respectively; but in reality he may, and often does, 
collect much mord, from the circumstance of there being no sufficient check upon his 



[ 17 ] 


estimate of the crop, upon which his share is settled. The khote is supposed to make 
the tour of all the fields in the village, and settle with each cultivator the quantity 
of the crop on which his share is to be struck ; but he often settles this without visiting 
the field at all, and in any case can compel the cultivator to accept of his estimate. 
Formerly, in case of a difference, it was usual to refer the dispute to arbitrators, but the 
khote has become so powerful that this expedient is of little avail. 

48. The demand on the cultivator is practically only limited by the pleasure of the 
khote, and, owing to this circumstance, it is vain, in my opinion, to anticipate that the 
former will participate in any benefit that would result from reducing the assessment or 
abolishing cesses in khotee villages; for the khote would have it in his power to appro¬ 
priate to himself the whole relief afforded by such measures, by simply raising a little his 
estimate of the cultivator’s crop on which his rent is settled, and there is nothing, so far 
as I am aware, to lead us to suppose that he would not adopt this course. At present he 
is generally supposed to collect all that his cultivators of the urrlhelee and teerdhelee 
class can pay, and it is probable that he would continue to do so, whatever reductions 
may be made in the Government assessment. 1 therefore look upon every such reduc¬ 
tion, in the present state of affairs, simply in the light of a boon to the kliotes, and as of 
no effect at all in ameliorating the condition of the cultivators. 

49. In khotee villages the practice of atveth, or of exacting gratuitous service from 
the urdhelee cultivators by the kliotes, has now become a great grievance, and should, in 
my opinion, be abolished. Not only the khotes themselves, but the members of their 
families, are in the habit of requiring this service; and in addition to working in the 
khotee fields, they make the urdhelees attend upon them during their visits to other 
villages, and carry their palanquins and baggage. For this service, they give the 
urdhelees a scanty allowance of food while it lasts; but no remuneration besides. In 
former times, when land, compared with the numbers of the population, was abundant, 
and yielded a sufficient, and easily obtained subsistence to all, the cultivators had plenty 
of spare time on their hands, and it did not materially interfere with their maintenance 
for the khote to require them to work for him at stated times. The case, however, is widely 
different now, when the urdhelee’s lands often do not afford him a maintenance for more 
than a few mouths in the year, and he is dependent on his own labour for his subsistence 
during the remainder. The obligation of serving the khote requires him to stay at 
home when he might find labour abroad, and interferes in many ways with his procuring 
a subsistence. The atveth is of little value to the khote, and probably is hardly worth 
the food he supplies to the urdhelees when serving him. 

50. The magnitude of the evils enumerated in the last paragraph seems to establish 
the second of the preliminary propositions stated in my 40th paragraph, viz. the desir¬ 
ableness of interference between the khotes and their reiyuts. The nature and extent 
of this interference remain to be considered. 

51. One obviously desirable reform is the abolition of the atveth. The total aboli¬ 
tion of this custom would not in any way be detrimental to the real interests of the 
khote, though it would probably curtail a little the parade with which he now travels, 
and induce him to substitute a pony, or perhaps his own legs, for the shoulders of his 
fellow villagers, as a means'of conveyance. The continuance of the atveth is quite in¬ 
compatible with much improvement in the condition of the cultivator, and as this compul¬ 
sory service offers no countervailing advantages to any parties to compensate fur the evils 
attendant on it, the time would appear to have come for putting an end to it. The khotes 
would lose little, in my opinion, by its abolition, and would hardly be entitled to compensa¬ 
tion. In event of a survey, or any general revision of assessment, the abolition of the 
atveth might then conveniently be carried out; but even if no such revision take place, it 
should, I think, be done away with. 

52. The abolition of atveth, however, would be far short of what is required to place 
the relation of the khote and the cultivators on a sound basis. The latter cannot, as far as 
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I can see, ever rise from their present position of poverty and degradation, while they 
continue completely dependent on the khote, as at present. We must, it appears to me, 
either determine to afford them adequate security against oppression on his part, and 
opportunities for bettering their own condition, or consent to confirm the khote in the 
absolute lordship of the soil, and of unlimited power over his dependent and starving- 
peasantry. I can see no middle course that offers the smallest prospect of success. We 
should, I think, recognize the tenant-rights of the khote’s cultivators, excepting, perhaps, in 
the case of gaweek land, and take measures for preserving these rights from encroachment 
on liis part for the future. The peasantry are quite unequal to the task of upholding their 
own rights in opposition to the khote, and their condition will probably become still more 
wretched than at present, unless means be devised for preserving their status, independent 
of their own exertions. 

53. In support of this view of the question, it may not be out of place to quote the 
opinion of Mr. Stewart Mill, who is generally admitted to be one of the ablest of living- 
economists. When discussing the subject of peasant farmers, he says: “ Rent paid by a 
capitalist, who farms for profit and not for bread, may safely be abandoned to competi¬ 
tion ; rent paid by labourers cannot. Peasant rents ought never to be arbitrary, never 
at. the. discretion of the landlord : either by custom or by law, it is imperatively necessary 
that they should be fixed; and when no mutually advantageous custom, such as the 
metayer system (of Tuscany), has established itself, reasoit and experience recommend 
that they should he fixed in perpetuity—thus changing the rent into a quit-rent, and the 
fanner into a peasant proprietor.” 

54. The teerdhelee and urdhelee reiyuts of the khotee villages are nearly all labour¬ 
ers farming for bread, not for profit: custom has established in their case, as in that of the 
metayers of Europe, a determinate proportion of the produce as rent ; but I have endea¬ 
voured to show that this custom has become weakened in the course of our administration, 
and is likely to be eventually set aside altogether by the khotes, if matters be allowed to 
take their course. The intervention of Government seems absolutely requisite, therefore, 
to prevent the khotee reiyuts from sinking into the condition of mere tenants-at-vvill, 
obliged, by the difficulty of obtaining a subsistence, to accept whatever terms their land¬ 
lord may offer, and burdened, besides, with the oppressive servitude of the atvetli. Under 
such circumstances they would, probably, become debased and apathetic in character, 
and lose the industrious hard-working habits that now distinguish them. On the other 
hand, by taking measures for securing them against oppression on the part of the khote, 
and for giving them a real title to the soil they cultivate, they would be animated to fresh 
exertions, and we might expect to see, in the course of time, the khotee villages become as 
prosperous as those managed under the koolargee system. 

55. With my limited acquaintance with the Konkun, and the details of its revenue 
management, it would be presumptuous in me to propose, with any confidence, the most 
suitable mode of attaining these objects. The suggestions I have to offer will necessarily 
be limited to the mere outline of a plan of settlement. They are submitted with much 
hesitation ; and, if thought worthy of trial, would probably require considerable modifi¬ 
cation. The details of the changes proposed must unavoidably be left for settlement 
when adequate local experience shall have been obtained for the purpose. 

5G. The object of placing the reiyuts of the khotee villages in a position of adequate 
independence might, I think, be attained in two ways : 1st, By abolishing the -office of 
khote, arid by means of a survey apportioning the present assessment, or any other in lieu 
of it, upon the holdings of the permanent cultivators, and the occupants of gaweek land, 
with reference to their respective values ; or by some other mode of distribution having 
reference to the past payments of these parties as chowthelees, teerdhelees, urdhelees, &c, 
as might on further local inquiry appear to be best. 

57. By this arrangement, the khotes and the members of their families would not be 
dispossessed of any larftl they retain at present,—and they generally hold the best in their 
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villages,—but merely of tlie share of the grain-rents received by them from thereivuts over 
and above what, is paid by them to Government. This share, which constitutes the profit 
of the khote, is believed to be generally very small ; but it would be requisite, taking into 
account the lengthened periods for which the khotee tenure has existed, to afford the 
khotes an equitable compensation for the loss of it. The khotee villages would thus 
become koolargee, and one system of revenue management would suffice for the whole 
Colleetorate. The measure, however, would be an extreme one, and, involving the total 
abolition of all the rights and privileges of the khotes, would seem to require for its justi¬ 
fication that these last, do not admit of being modified or reformed so as to be compatible 
with the welfare of the villages where they obtain. 

2nd, By defining the relations between the khote and his permanent tenants, so as to 
place a limit on the future demands of the former, and thus convert the latter into peasant 
proprietors holding under a fixed or quit rent. 

58. The latter alternative would he difficult to carry out satisfactorily, by means of 
a commutation of the claims of the khote at their existing value, owing to the small pro¬ 
bability of obtaining correct information respecting the existing usages as to payments by 
the tenants to the khotes. The recognised shares of one-half, one-third, and one-fourth, 
paid by the urdhelees, teerdhelees, and chowthelees, are seldom those really collected, and, 
in addition, the teerdhelees and chowthelees are subject to the payment of various cesses, 
differing in name and value, according to the usage of the villages where they obtain. 
Lieutenant Dowell, twenty years ago, found it impossible to obtain true statements of 
these particulars, owing to the influence of the khotes, and there is far less probability of 
obtaining them now. 

59. In the North West Provinces, where the revenue system and tenures bear a strong 
resemblance to those of the khotee villages of the Hutnagiri Colleetorate, such a specifica¬ 
tion of village tenures, rights, and usages, is drawn out at the time of survey by the aid of 
the villagers themselves ; but there is little, if any, security for its accuracy, and none of the 
parties interested are bound to abide by its provisions. It is intended to be a record of 
existing rights and usages, but having no authority it can neither modify nor improve, 
and offers little security for even preserving these. A similar settlement might he made 
in the Koukuh, but it would, I am persuaded, fail of securing or establishing adequate 
tenant-rights in the khotee villages. 

GO. This desirable end might possibly be accomplished without the aid of a survey 
and valuation of the land, by making it obligatory on the khote to grant receipts for all 
payments made to him by his reiyuts, as now done by the koolkurnees in koolargee 
villages, and to enter in his tenants’ receipt-books the tenure by which they hold the land, 
and the estimate of the crop on which the khote’s share is struck. This rule would have 
to be supported by some summary process for estimating the quantity of the tenant’s 
crop, in event of his dissenting from the valuation of it made by the khote. This pro¬ 
vision, indeed, would be indispensable for the security of the reiyut under any arrange¬ 
ment, by which bis rent may continue to be paid, as at present, by a proportion of the 
crop. Possibly a punchayut of five or three members, of whom one should be the Police 
Patel of the village, or a Government Carkoon, and the remainder chosen equally by 
the khote and his tenant, might be found to answer the purpose; though I fear much 
that this, and indeed any other expedients for settling disputes between the khote and his 
tenant, would be found to work but indifferently at the outset of the experiment. It is 
probable, I think, that, for the convenience of both the khote and his tenant, the rent of the 
former would be continued at the same amount from year to year, so as to become in 
effect a quit-rent. It would be further desirable to confer on the tenant the right of con¬ 
verting this grain-rent into a fixed money-rent after the lapse of some specified period, at 
the average price of the grain paid by him to the khote during a certain number of pre¬ 
ceding years. 
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61. Should the preceding plan be found inapplicable, a record might be framed of 
all the lands in each village held on the various tenures obtaining in it, and a share of 
the produce, as one-half, one-third, and one-fourth, &c. fixed for each tenure, as the 
maximum rent demandable by the khote from the permanent tenants; allowing him, 
however, to take what rents he may please within this limit, and also to arrange for the 
cultivation of the gaweek land in any way he may think best, excepting that no rent in 
excess of one-half of the gross produce he in any case levied. This plan could only be car¬ 
ried into efleet by means of a survey, more or less rough, for the purpose of ascertaining 
and recording the area and position of the land held on the several tenures with maximum 
rents, as above explained. In this case, as in the former, the tenants should have the 
right of converting their grain-rents into fixed money-payments. The mode of settle¬ 
ment here suggested, by placing a limit to the demands of the khote, might have the 
effect of diminishing his rents; and could hardly, therefore, be equitably carried out, 
without revising at the same time the assessment paid by him to Government. 

62. These two are the only arrangements that occur to me as likely to be serviceable 
in raising the position of the khotee tenantry. The plan of settlement followed in the 
North West Provinces might be carried into effect in the khotee villages, but I fear that it 
would afford little relief to the peasantry, and might lead to their becoming even more 
dependent on the khote than at present. It, too, would involve a survey more or less 
minute, for the purpose of determining the assessment to be paid by the khote. 

63. Unconnected with the peculiarities of the khotee tenure, however, there are other 
features of the existing state of things open to objection, and seeming to call for change 
or improvement. In both khotee and koolargee villages the assessment is generally com¬ 
plained of as being oppressively high, and I think must have the effect of preventing the 
improvement of the land to the extent of which it is capable. In the koolargee villages 
improvements are still taking place by the digging of wells, recovery of lands from the 
sea by means of embankments, &c., hut to a limited extent; and in the khotee villages 
the outlay of capital on such works appears to be still less. Cocoanut plantations form the 
most valuable culture in the Collectorate, and might be largely extended. In answer to 
my inquiries as to the cause of these trees not being more extensively planted, the general 
reply was, that people were afraid to lay out capital in such plantations, from an appre¬ 
hension that a future survey would be made, when such gardens would be subjected to 
the garden assessment, which is often injuriously high. I was assured that if Govern¬ 
ment would pledge itself to assess no new gardens for the next fifty years, they would be 
extensively made. It is possible, however, that such a measure might lead to the deser¬ 
tion of some of the most heavily assessed old gardens, and that it would be a desirable 
preliminary to revise the existing assessment of the whole garden lands. 

64. The present system of estimating the Government assessment in produce, of 
which a portion is converted into money at fixed rates, and another portion, when not 
received in kind, at rates fixed with reference to the prices of the season, to which are 
added various cesses, is cumberous in the extreme, and gives rise to an immense deal of 
useless writing, and complication in the revenue accounts. These bulky compilations 
contain little information of real use, either to Government or to the reiyut. It would 
be a great improvement, and one presenting no unsurmouotable practical difficulties in 
the way of its execution, to consolidate the present grain-rents and cesses into a fixed 
money-payment for each dhara (estate) and khotee village. 

65. A grain-rent of fixed amount is also open to objection, on the score of pressing 
most heavily on the farmer in a year of scarcity, when his means are most crippled, 
for he has then to furnish the same amount of produce as in an abundant season, and 
the whole benefit of its enhanced price goes to the landlord. A grain-rent or assess¬ 
ment is thus highest in years of scarcity and lowest in years of abundance, which is a 
most unfavorable arrangement for the producer, A fixed money-rent, on the other hand, 
more nearly resembles * share of the net produce, for the grain for which it would 
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exchange will be greatest in a year of abundance when prices are low, and least in one 
of scarcity when prices are high, which is a greatly more favorable arrangement for the 
cultivator than a fixed grain-rent. The latter, however, has the great advantage of 
protecting the cultivator against an increase of assessment from a permanent fall in the 
prices of produce, to which he is always exposed when the assessment is fixed in money. 
This advantage, however, is only partially enjoyed by the Konkun cultivators, as part of 
the land-tax there, though nominally estimated in grain, is in reality a fixed money 
assessment; for it is converted into money at fixed rates, without reference to the 
market prices for the time being. Fixed grain and fixed money-rents have each their 
advantages and disadvantages : but in my opinion the fixed money assessment is much 
to be preferred, and its introduction into the Konkuu would prove an important boon 
to the rent-payer, as well as be of great service in simplifying the Government 
accounts. 

66. A serious obstacle to the progress and prosperity of the Collectorate is the 
obscurity resting on everything connected with landed property. The Government and 
village records contain no information whatever as to the boundaries of villages, estates, 
or minor sub-divisions, and there are no other records capable of supplying the deficiency. 
It becomes thus a matter of extreme difficulty to identify any particular piece of ground, 
and consequently to give a secure title of possession to the owner. Disputes concerning 
land are thus multiplied, and their adjustment rendered most difficult. They are carried 
in great numbers to the Civil Courts for adjudication, but the party obtaining a decree 
has, in nearly every case, to apply to the Court to place him in possession ; and when this 
is attempted to be done, fresh litigants appear to bear further proceedings, on the plea 
that part of the land pointed out belongs to them. In this way half a dozen new suits 
may arise out of one original decree, and these may all be carried through the several 
Courts of Appeal, so that ten years may elapse before the party who obtained the ori¬ 
ginal award can be placed in possession. A survey would remedy these evils in a great 
degree, but not altogether remove them, as the sub-divisions of landed property in the 
Konkun are frequently far too minute to admit of being made at a reasonable cost into 
separate survey fielcls or estates, bearing a distinct assessment. But, notwithstanding 
this, it would‘greatly facilitate the adjudication of any dispute concerning land, to know 
it to be situated within a certain survey sub-division, capable of easy identification by 
means of a village map, even although the latter might not exhibit the exact boundaries 
and dimensions of the land in question, 

67. The want of any tolerable means of communication between different parts of 
the Collectorate is another great hindrance to progress. There are not even bullock- 
paths from many villages to the nearest market towns, and the whole of the produce sent 
there for sale is taken upon men’s heads. Carts are unknown,—no attempt has been 
made to improve even the most frequented roads, or rather tracks, by which the chief 
traffic of the country has to be conveyed,—and in many parts the obstructions to transit 
are so great that their passage is positively dangerous to man and beast. Laden 
animals are jammed between rocks, obliged to slide down steep slopes of sheet rock, and 
to pick their way foot-sore among thickly strewed rolling stones. Nowhere have I seen 
a country more urgently in need of the improving hand of man to overcome the obstruc¬ 
tions to communication interposed by nature, and yet no evidence of this is to be met 
with, saving the partial smoothing effected by the passage of men and animals for ages 
along the existing lines of communication ; these remain to this day in a state of nature. 

68. And yet a very trifling expenditure of skill and money would suffice to convert 
them all into very passable bullock-roads, and make some even available for wheeled 
carriages. The surface rock in most parts of the Southern Konkun is the laterite, which 
is so soft as to be easily removed without the aid of blasting, and forms itself, when pro¬ 
perly smoothed, an excellent roadway. A few thousand rupees cpuld not be more judi¬ 
ciously expended than in clearing the several ghauts and lines of road connecting thfem 

6 



[ 22 ] 


with the chief ports of the Collectorate, by which a large traffic between the interior and 
the coast is now carried on. In addition to these, it would be of great advantage to 
clear at least three lines of road from one end of the Collectorate to the other, from north 
to south, viz. the present coast road, the central road, and that lying along the foot of 
the ghauts, by which a tolerable free means of communication would be established 
between the several districts of the Collectorate. 

69. By these suggestions I do not mean to recommend the construction of regularly- 
formed roads, but merely the removal of obstructions from the present tracks, so as to 
convert them into serviceable roads for pack bullocks, and even carts, when no considerable 
difficulties intervene. The cost of doing this would be a mere trifle, while the improve¬ 
ment would be of incalculable advantage to the Collectorate. 

70. In case of a survey being thought necessary, it may be well to consider of what 
kind it should be. The sub-divisions of land in the Konkun are so minute, and the 
country itself so rugged and difficult of access, that it would he a work of great time, 
cost, and labour, to survey separately the land of every proprietor. It would suffice, I 
think, in the case of rice and garden-land, and also in that of the more level portions of 
dry-crop land cultivated with the plough, to fix the limits and ascertain the area of the 
several dharas or estates in koolargee villages, and of the plots held on distinct tenures 
(urdhelee, teerdhelee, chowthelee, gaweek, &.c.) in khotee tillages. The limits of these 
estates and tenures on the steep hill sides, and other positions which only admit of hand- 
husbandry, might be left undetermined, as the difficulty of surveying them would be. 
very great, and the land is so poor that the whole value of its fee simple would possibly 
not cover the cost of the operation. The boundaries of each village should, however, be 
surveyed with a view to the construction of a map of the whole area ; and from this the 
total extent of hills and barren lands not surveyed in detail would he ascertained. 
Should a more minute survey at any future time appear desirable, it could be easily 
grafted on the operations required for the ascertainment of the above particulars, and no 
unnecessary expense would be incurred by so limiting the survey in the first instance. 

71. The relative values of the plots into which the village would be sub-divided by 
this plan of survey could then be ascertained by means of a classification adapted to the 
peculiarities of the garden, rice, and dry-crop cultivations, so as to afford, with a record 
of the various tenures and other circumstances affecting the condition of the villages, 
sufficient materials for regulating the assessment when found to require amendment. 

72. But in a densely-peopled district like the Konkun, where the land is generally 
considered to be private property, and has been extensively sold and transferred under 
various conditions, it would be well, I think, to make no change in this existing assess¬ 
ment that can be avoided. In villages where the present assessment is low, it is quite 
possible that population is denser and the land more sub-divided than in those where 
the assessment is high, so as to leave the individual holders no better off in the former 
than in the latter, and consequently equally unable to bear any increase of their present 
burdens. Land lowly assessed bears a higher price in the market, in consequence of 
its comparatively light assessment; and though periodical surveys and modifications of 
the assessment are features of the revenue management of the Konkun, it is to be borne 
in mind that the last survey took place so many years ago, as probably to have given to 
the landholders a feeling of trust in the continuance of the present assessment, or at least 
to have encouraged them to form their plans of life, as if no changes likely to increase 
their assessment would take place in their time. Government is, by the usage of the 
country, as well as on the general grounds of expediency, undoubtedly competent to 
revise and modify or alter the present assessment; but the circumstances of the Konkun 
are peculiarly those in which the utmost circumspection should be used before determin¬ 
ing or altering a state of things which has subsisted in most parts for nearly a century. 
It might be found inexpedient to assess the land everywhere with reference to its value 
simply, as has been found practicable in the country above the ghauts, where the 
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population is thin,-means of subsistence are abundant, and past assessments have been 
wholly wanting in the stability and endurance that have characterized those of the 
Konkun. 

73. The present assessment of a large proportion of the Konkun villages is believed 
to be very burdensome, and it is probable that it would admit of being increased in very 
few instances indeed. A revision of assessment would most probably, therefore, occasion 
a considerable reduction of revenue, and this without any chance of the deficit being 
made good at some future time through an increase of cultivation ; for, as already ex¬ 
plained in my 12th paragraph, the entire surface of the Collectorate is already under 
tillage. This, however, forms no valid reason against a revision, if found necessary 
for the welfare of the district, and this appears an object of sufficient importance to war¬ 
rant the outlay necessary for its accomplishment; but in order to arrive at a just con¬ 
clusion as to the latter point, it seems very desirable to understand fully that no part of 
the expense of a survey would be repaid in the shape of an enhanced revenue, but that, 
on the contrary, the effect of such a measure would be a permanent reduction of the 
present land-tax. 

74. I do not feel sanguine that the unpromising financial prospects of a survey 
would be compensated by any immediate or marked improvement which the measure 
might be expected to confe* on the agricultural population. The chief causes of the 
poverty of the Konkun are its sterile soil and teeming population, and these a survey 
would fail in any degree to remedy. It might, however, be made the means of effecting 
many desirable reforms in connection with revenue management and landed tenures, 
as I have endeavoured to show, from which considerable good might eventually be anti¬ 
cipated ; but these reforms would be of comparatively slow operation, and their result 
would fall far short of the brilliant success that has followed the survey and revision of 
assessment of other parts of the country. 

75. The question of undertaking a complete survey of the Collectorate would, perhaps, 
best be determined by means ofan experimental survey and revision of assessment of de¬ 
tached villages. Several khot.ee villages are now under Government management, owing 
to the khotes having failed to discharge the assessment at which they are rated, and 
others may be expected every year to come into the same position. These might be sur¬ 
veyed and settled without difficulty, and the success or failure of the experiment in such 
instances would enable Government to decide as to the expediency of extending the 
survey to the khotee villages generally. Some of the koolargee villages, too, possessing 
facilities for an extension of garden cultivation, in which the present assessment is 
understood to be burdensome, and others also where it is supposed to be the reverse, 
might also be surveyed and re-assessed, in order to afford data for judging as to the 
feasibility of extending the survey to all the villages of this class. 

76. A single officer of judgment and experience, with a small hut efficient establish¬ 
ment of measurers, to which would have to be added a few classers when the operations 
are somewhat advanced, would suffice for the prosecution of this experiment, which 
might be brought to a close at the end of one or two seasons, by which time sufficient 
progress should be made to afford the means of judging of the result. This officer might 
have sole charge of the experiment, or be made subordinate to some one of the Superin¬ 
tendents of Survey ; and it would be very desirable, in my opinion, to leave the responsible 
Survey Officer uncontrolled in regard to all the details of the survey operations, and he 
should even be permitted to settle the assessment of a few villages, with the consent of 
the Collector, before being required to explain and record formally his plans and opera¬ 
tions for the information and consideration of the Revenue Commissioner and Govern¬ 
ment. There can be no question that, in an experiment of this kind it will not be possible 
to determine at the very outset the best modes of procedure. Several failures and fresh 
trials must be anticipated before success can be looked for ; and to hamper the judgment 
and proceedings of the settling officer, by requiring Men to obtain the formal sanction 
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of Government to every step he may deem it desirable to take at this initiatory stage, 
would inevitably throw doubt and discredit upon the experiment, if it did not deprive 
it of all chance of success. Until the Superintendent can satisfy himself, by actual 
trial and successful execution, of the feasibility of any particular modes of survey and 
settlement, it would be obviously premature to require him to lay these before Go¬ 
vernment, or to bind himself to adhere to them. I feel satisfied that the best chance of 
success would be afforded by confining whatever instructions may be deemed requisite 
for his guidance at the outset to general principles, and to accord to him every possible 
latitude as regards details of execution. 

77. In conclusion, I would crave the indulgent consideration of yourself and Govern¬ 
ment to the many defects of the present report, being fully sensible that I have not 
succeeded in mastering a difficult and complicated subject, though I have given my 
best attention to it; and apprehending that many of the opinions and suggestions it 
contains, and which are submitted for consideration with much hesitation, may appear to 
be crude and unsatisfactory. 

1 have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) G. WINGATE, 
Supt. Revenue Survey and Assessment, S. M. C. 

Superintendent's Office, Camp Sunkleepoor , 

Dharwar Districts, 30 th January 1851. 
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No. 10555 of 1851. 


To 


Territorial Department, 
Revenue. 


E. G. Fawcett, Esq., 

Revenue Commissioner, Southern Division. 


Sir, 

I have been directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s letter, No. 1192, 
of 10th March last, transmitting- a report from Captain Wingate on the subject of in¬ 
troducing a survey and revision of assessment in the Rutnagiri Collectorate. 

2. The Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council postponed disposing of these papers 
until he could consult Captgin Wingate, partly with a view of ascertaining whether he 
had the means of affording Government the assistance necessary to the prosecution of 
the Revenue Survey of Rutnagiri, so long since enjoined by the Hon’ble Court, but 
chiefly in order that His Lordship in Council might endeavour to mature some mode 
of operations adapted to the peculiarities of a Collectorate differing so widely as to tenures, 
customs connected with land, rights of property, and revenue administration, as Rutnagiri 
does from all parts of the Presidency in which it has hitherto been attempted to revise 
the assessment by means of a Revenue Survey. 

3. Independent of these peculiarities, there are the great sub-division of the land, 
especially the rice and garden portions of it, and the hilly impracticable tracts over which' 
the dry-crop cultivation is carried on,—serious difficulties, requiring to be considered and 
provided for in any well-rnatured plan of survey operations. 

4. The Government are inclined to concur in an opinion which Captain Wingate has 
now expressed to the Right Hou’ble the President, that a preferable method to that sug¬ 
gested in the 70th paragraph of his report would be to measure off into sections, of any size 
found most convenient, the rice, garden, and portions of the dry crop land sufficiently 
level for the use of the plough, and to define the limits of these sections by boundary 
marks, when no natural marks are in existence, in a village map. The various fields and 
sub-divisions comprised in each of these sections should then be measured, classed, and 
assessed separately, and recorded as subordinate numbers within the section, and might 
also be shown upon a map of the section drawn on a larger scale than the village map, as 
was done in the case of the Kownaee Survey. The plan of operations here suggested 
is, in fact, the same as that proposed by Captain Wingate in a separate communication 
for Goozerat, excepting as regards the billy portion of the dry-crop land, which Govern¬ 
ment agree with Captain Wingate in thinking it would not be worth while to attempt to 
survey, further than may be necessary for the purpose of laying down the bound¬ 
aries of the village on the rnap. It is very possible the assessment of this land might 
be fixed in the lump, aud then apportioned among the holders according to fractional 
shares settled with their concurrence, as in the case of the Kownaee dangs. 

5. In the course of the survey, the particular terras on which each field is held, and 
the length of time it has been in the possession of the present holders and their ancestors, 
should be recorded in the survey papers, to afford data which might assist Government 
in determining the best mode of introducing the new assessment, and settling the 
various rights of the superior and inferior holders in koolargee villages. 
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6. His Lordship in Council has been pleased to authorize survey operations in the 
Rutnagiri Collectorate being- undertaken at once, for the purpose of ascertaining- what 
would be an equitable assessment, and for enabling Government to form an opinion as 
to the most suitable means of settling how this assessment is to be collected ; but, in the 
opinion of his Lordship in Council, practical effect cannot be given to a settlement in 
khotee villages and kccheree (mixed) villages without the aid of legislation. 

7. Putting aside the difficulty of obtaining true information as to the respective 
rights of the khote and his permanent tenants and bis tenants-at-vvill, and the extent 
of land properly assignable to each, and supposing that all these particulars were ascer¬ 
tained, Government could not, by so doing, define the relations of these parties, or put a 
limit on the exactions of the khote for the future; and unless this can he done, the 
Governor in Council quite agrees with the opinion expressed in Captain Wingate’s 
report, that it would be a waste of time and money to undertake the proposed survey at 
all. 

S. To what extent it may he desirable to define or modify the relations of the khote 
and his tenants by legislative enactment, His Lordship in Council is not at present pre¬ 
pared to say ; hut for the purpose of affording fuller information in regard to this 
point, he is of opiuion an experimental survey of some villages is required. 

9. There would appear to he a considerable resemblance between the khotee tenure 
and that of the talookdaree m eh a Is of the North West Provinces. In the settlement of 
the latter it appears, from a circular order of the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut to the 
several Civil Judges of their provinces, dated January 31st, 1845, arid to he found at 
page 152 of the printed directions for revenue officers, published by the Agra Govern¬ 
ment, that Regulation VII. of 1822, of the Bengal Code, reserves to the administrative 
authority the privilege and power of determining and directing which of two parties, 
possessing interests of different kinds in such properties, shall be admitted to engage for 
the Government revenue, and of securing the rights of the remaining parties, as well 
as of prescribing the manner and proportion in which the net rent or profit arising out 
of the limitation of the Government demand shall be distributed among the different 
parties possessing an interest in the lands appertaining to a mehal. 

10. Similar powers to those here mentioned are indispensable to any satisfactory set¬ 
tlement of khotee villages, and though the administrative authorities here might be 
considered competent to exercise such powers without the intervention of legislation, on 
the grounds of settlements having been made at various times by former Governments, 
the Governor in Council is of opinion that the most eligible course would he to place 
this beyond doubt, by conferring the requisite powers by legislative enactment. 

11. Although the Governor in Council does not consider Government are yet in a 
position to specify the various particulars to he introduced into such an enactment, he 
is nearly satisfied that this power should extend to the abolition of the practice of 
“ atveth,” aud the absorption of all cesses into a single tax upon the laud, and to the 
determination of the rents to be paid by the permanent tenants to the khote, and to the 
assignment to the latter of a per-centage in lieu of all claims, (and this whether or no it 
is found desirable to collect the rents direct from the reiyuts instead of through him,) 
and to declare the occupancies of these reiyuts while in permanent occupancy, and pos¬ 
sibly also of the tcnanfs-at-will, to be transferable and saleable at their own pleasure, 
and also in satisfaction of the dues of Government or of the superior holder. 


l’ara. 9 of Mr. 
Townsend’s let¬ 
ter under ac¬ 
knowledgment. 


12. Much local knowledge is evidently requisite for a settlement of the khotee and 
subordinate tenures, and His Lordship in Council is of opinion, therefore, that the expe¬ 
rimental operations above adverted to could only be satisfactorily prosecuted under the 
immediate supervision of the Collector, Mr. Townsend’s proposition that the operations 
should he conducted by Captain Wingate in person being incompatible with the require¬ 
ments for that officer's services in other quarters. 
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13. You 'will be pleased to instruct Captain Wingate to detach Lieutenant Kemball 
to Rutnao-iri, with a small establishment of measurers and one or two elassers, in the 
course of the present season, as soon as arrangements can be made for supplying 
his place; and in the mean time to instruct Mr. Coles to select a few villages, both 
koolargee and khotee, conveniently situated for the prosecution of the experimental 
survey. It would be desirable to select villages in which the present assessment is 
understood to be oppressive, more particularly in the case of the khotee villages, as the 
khotes of such villages would probably voluntarily and gladly accede to any arrange¬ 
ments that might be proposed for their future management, in the manner as above 
contemplated. 

14. During the prosecution of the experimental survey Lieutenant Kemball is to 
remain attached to his present department, but will receive a deputation allowance of 
ten Rupees a day; his accounts should be distinct, and he himself be responsible for all 
the disbursements connected with the experiment, the Collector being authorized to 
meet his applications for advances for this purpose, which would be adjusted afterwards, 
on Lieutenant Kemball’s bills for expenditure being passed, according to the practice 
followed in the other surveys. 

15. Lieutenant Kemball should, while so employed, continue subordinate to Captain 
Wingate on all points connected with the interior management of his establishment, also 
in regard to the survey operations generally, in so far as may not interfere with the 
instructions he may receive from Mr. Coles. The latter officer is also to be authorized 
to correspond freely with Captain Wingate on all points connected with the projected 
operations upon which be may be desirous of consulting him. 

16. Copy of your letter and the present reply will be sent direct to Captain Wingate 
and to Mr. Coles. 

T have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) H. E. GOLDSMID, 

Secretary to Government. 


Bombay Castle , 8 th November 1851. 



